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'''.■'ctr*-bpifta A.t’- 


n 


September 16, 1928* " 


M ^ M 0 P A N D TJ if. 


Tt hfi8 been learned that AOITBS Sjr'DlTT, the 
well-known eztremtat in Berlin, who nlxee hepeelf 
up in Indian matters, haa got Seott Hea^iig to 
begin to write for the Indian National tat Preas. 
She has been forwarding Bearing's recent Toluae 
on China to India and rsoentlj rsTlewed the book 
In the POPifAPD there. She hopes to get a 
publisher In India who would then oomiminioate 
directly with Soott Paarlng, Box bl6, Hldgewood, 
New Jersey. 
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LW:EA 


6l-<5580 


BASt Albniiy 


Oetol»«* m, 1944 


John ^dgar Eftov«r - Ulreotar, 7«4«ral 'Btirttmi of lnv««tigs.i:4oa 
4 

'7:../ /smisitr - i (t 

. . ..— 

fhe Office of Sonsorsbii* hms mi&ris^A that | _| S«y«e9 Soa«*uai«< . 

vrlti&g f«ia| I'lisnl a loiter on Oetofecr 5» 

1944, to Xrg. ii^ao Smeaioy. laaao. Saratoga, i^ iagg. New Torlf. Ha forwarded to 
hor a4«t^Wr frow on#j |8fl«l Mre. Swodl ey the Neet re^ptyd* 

of Aoa^^<^eT«. l4adwigX*a*i» %oa SrwliiSyiftch «Bd | | all of who® ar« ®at- 

stiAditt^ dermaa Coomoalsta mow r«t%gm9 la Hasrloo. , ^ ^ 

■■ b/C 

. . 14 was iadlceted hy tiae O^oorshia irra alaer that I ai^t ho 

on4)tei il L who hat realAod at the fello wiag 

'OftB^hosoet I _ I or 

I I XnaMBmeh a« the l«»t »eatloaed oAdresie la la 

fair Tf^ ®lt7« lh« Now Tor5f Qtflen aixmld oliockr to detormiae (Aether each im la- 
d^Tldaliil le realdias tliaro. ^ 

A..* 

\ the Alhaay Offieo tihoold lamilotely laotitato a rlsoroa*, dlaoreot la- 


ooofelt'Otioa of Mre. an«dil4i|r'« aotiritioa, iaoMmelL^ oV hy 

jmoirn p aotorleua Oommaist oi^rt aa the fswrjjftiM* ^/?aa (fi ^0^ 


Sow Torlt aad Chloa^ Offices hMakld dotemlae t 

4anelipo<^ »'na^, U.- 


oemtlfl^ of 

\'fi 


00 » Ohloaco 

Sew York 


m 

































STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office JS/lemoMfidum • united siat^ government 

*'•' 61-6580 • 


LW:KA 


FROM 


SUBJECT; 


MR. LADD 


J. C. SaJRICKLAND" 

AGHE^^MEDLBY 
INTURNAl SECURITY 




DATE; Oct. 25, 1944^ 




Tolson_ 

l?i!r. E. A. Tamir: 


It is respectfully requested that Agnes of Yaddo, Saratw|^^®^g^°“— 

Springs, New York, he placed on the regular Censorship|Watch List, 
missions on all comrainications and telephone conversations to, from, ^ ~ 

regarding her he forwarded to the Bureau. // ^'4^ 

Agnes Smedley is recognized as oneja? the principal propagandists for the 
Soviets writing in the English language. . Agnes Smedley is considered a^^ji^thority 
on Communist activity in the Par East, and as the operations of the Uniteif State^ 
Army and Navy come clo'ser to the Asiatic mainland and the Japanese home/islands 
Communist activity in those areas will he of increasing importance tMs Bure^sc|. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office ^AemoVrnldum • united sta^I government 


TO : UIREGTOR, mi 


DATE: No'^eniber 23 , 1944 


S« J» D^Tbon, SAC, Chicago 


SUBJECT: AQNES SIEDIEZ 

INTBRKAL SBCURITr - S 
Bureau ?ile #^-6580 


Ref«rex»e is made to Bureau letter to the Albao^' Flel^ Civlsioa da ted October 2 5« 
1944 in uhleh request uas made of the Chicago Of floe to locate oael I 


IatviX7 made hy this Office at ^57 Woodlaiad Aveaue, Chica^, Illinois, 
ehleh is the Theological Seminary Building of the BnlTersity of Qiicago, housing 
waIa ra aldent s tudents only* Ihere mas no one residing at that address aame^^ 
_ or acgr of the aliases indicated in referenced letter* 

I___iL_I 

laquixy made of |_ _| Record Clerk, at the latematienal Heusei 59th 

and Dorehester Streets {Jailed to disclose aas^ infcnmatien concerning this ins^ 
uidual there or hairing resided at th e Internatio nal House 

the past* I [ stated that teere is xu^esently a l ^ l iihe is a ‘ 

student at the University of Chicago residing at the Inteni^ij^ieinal House*. ^ 

I is Korean nho came to fibi<sago 1044 frcm Honolulu, Baiialjl'^ 


I is Korean nho came to fiiyi<sago from Honolulu, Hanaijl^ 

and is believed not identical nith | ^ 

Inasmuch as |_| has not been determined as living in Chicago no further f 

Investlgatlen is eontenplated and this matter is being considered referred 
conqile^an to the office of origin* ^ 



CC-^bany 
CG>^ir York 
RTCsFS 
A0®->17463 


^F-0ORDF,T> & INTiEXBP 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


V A A-*- in A.'Mn^ 

TklS CASE OR!Gl*SiATED AT AliBAfl X 


UY 100-68282 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


FEW YOIgC, NEW YORK I ?/^A5 

^ 'I" '■' ' - ' - 

V^-^GNE^ SMEDLEY , J / 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY-R b7C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


_ was*^ Presently y»»idlng at|_ 

^ and ©H^ioyad by the War 
oeptrcment. Army inroraiatl oh Lajiguage Servlce , 
ca^hese Section, at 165 Broadway, NYC. 




REFERENCES 


-RDC- 


Burtau Pile 61-6580. /■ ‘ 

I^iMsau letter to-Albany Field btvl s^ (with coplee 

f p New York and ChicagoJ dated 10/25/V|.. 


^^i®AILSs ^ Renting Agent, Bryant Park b7C 

‘Building, Inc. , 55 Street, Hew YojIt^G^ advised the 

reporting Agent that In charge bf t^b^ familiar ^ 

with the namea of moajb of the ocoupanta of the ’bulId lng. He s tated 
that he had no teniult in the building by the nime of^ L 

or any of the other vitiations of that indtvidnil^^s najH®-;—ne uouiu 
not state definitely ^ipat such person was hot ■ thfeelv mall of any ; 
kindsht tJ^^J or that such persbn l^il no connection wli^ 

a tenaiit in the bulling. However, he did state that he had not 
become aware of any Chinese woman being preae^'ip the building at 
all and was of the opinion that she anh hot'^^ate that address, 

, .©."FENSTER, .Sitorfintiwident, W Station, ■ 

^pnltad'States Post Office, ^1 Weat jStli advised 

the reporting Agent that ma^^l was’^.llelivered fni^ 'tha^^Branch of the !* 


.a.-a 
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b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


New York Post Office to the building at 55 West it2nd Street. Mr. 
PENSTER made inquii^r of the mail carrier who delivered to that 
address and also checked the book listing the changes of address 
and forwarding address es, and advise d that there was no record 
of delivery of mail to| lor to any o f the other names 

used by this indiTiduaj. ai;| | He stated also 

that the carrier did not recognize cnis name. 

The reporting Agent checked the telephone directories 
for Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens under the last names 
of I 1 and found no listing of this individual 

in the directories. 


was contacTJea t;eiepnonicaxi.y oy une reporting Agem; " 
ana inquiry m ade as to vhether he knew the pre sent address of 
I ~ I He stated that he had last seen | \ around 

Christmastime l^ijil- end he knew she had left Jersey City, ^d was 
now working and living in New York City, however, he did not know 
her exact address or place of employment. He steied that the 
reporting Agent might gain further information by contacting either 
Yenching University Office at the Associate Boards for phrlstian 
ChLLftgas—in China, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, or 


jo 


of Chinese Students Christian Association, International 
Committee of Y.M.C.A., 3hl Madison Avenue, New York City. 

Associate Boards for Christian Colleges in China, 
Yenching tfiaiversity Office, 15 O Fifth Avenue, was contacted tele- 
phonically by the reporting Agent without disclosing his identity 
for the pu rpose of inqui ry, and was advised that that office had 


a record of 


with residence address at the Y.W.C.A. 


in Jersey City, N.J. The reporting Agent was advised that a 
letter was mailed to this individual at that address in June, 
19 i |4 eiid the letter was returned undelivered. 


Chinese Students Christian Association, 3^1-7 
Madison Avenue, New York, (MU 6-1200) was similarly contacted 
telephonically without disclosing th e purpose of in quiry, and 
the reporting Agent was advised that ] | presently was 


residing at 438 West ll 6 th Street, New j-orK uiPy, and was employed 


- 2 - 













b7C 


b2 

b7C 


b2 


b7D 


b7C 


b2 


b7D 


\ 


\ 
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by the Army InforBiatlon Language Service atA3.65 Broadway, New 
Yo rk flltv. .R oom 1917♦ Her office telephone number according 
to | V aa Barclay Extension 2. 


On Pebr^tny 26 , 19if5^^Qnfidentl al infnrmanJiI 
identity is known to the Bureati, advised thatL 


wlj 


OS a 

was 


presently employed with the War Ospartment in the Aray Infonnation 
language Sei^oe, Chinese Section, 165 Broadway, New York. 

T n f pr»man t k at at art iih a t th ft only address known for thlSAindlvidiial 
was|_I 


The repepting Agent checked the Man hattan Telephone 


b7C 


Directory under apartments and found that for 
there was listed the telephone nvimber 




] 


The reporting 

Age nt called this numbe r and without feveailng his identity asked 
for i I An unidentified individual answered and 

stated that | ^ v/as not Inj that she was at work and 


would not return until about six o’clock, but that she was presently 
residing there^ 


Confidential Info 
was also knbwn»^by the names 




ntd 


adyiaad thafc 


Infortfahta 


]- 




advised fvo'ther that this IndivldtCair Is the sister 
of a former officer in the Chinese Navy whQ_maa_fDund to be a 
and was executed bv the Chineae. J ^waa bom 

I _ . _ _j ana was graduated from 


YencMng University, CM^ 
Embassy in London in| 1 


She was aeoretary in Chinese 
after teaching for a year 


in Singapore ah e came t;o tne IMited States via Europe, arriving 
I 1 She attended the University of Chicago and served 

as housekeeper at the Chicago Theological Seminary. She registered 


as an Alien at Chi cago in 1940 receiving registration number 

ahe worked_for__a_3hbrt ti^^ the ,China Tribune, 
New York City, and lived at| ~|New ^ork City. 


She then tobk employment with me WAStSHl ElAfttric Company, Kearney, 
N.J. (Personnel Department), and resided at thf Y.W.O.A..Jersey 

City, N.J. 


Informant 
brother and father 




advised that despitS fact that her 
both executed as for assisting 
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b2 

b7D 

b7C 


the Japanese; that I Iwas generally regarded as a sincere 

Christian, as a loyal Chinese, and not eiigage<i in subversive 
activities> in the United States. She was re^r^ed by the Chinese 
and the white people who knew her in this co|ihtry to be reput able 
and loyal to the ca use of the Unit ed Natjans4 Inf o mant F | had 


no information as 
empl foment. 


to 


current add|*ess or place of 


Informant 
of the subjects 


furnished the following physical description 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Marital Status 
Sex 

Nationality 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OP ORIGIN 
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CONFIDENTIAL INPOMANT 


The c onfidential InfomahtL mentioned in the report 
of Special Agent I I dated March 19^4-5 


New York is as follows; 


contained In 


•Symbol used to designate sonrce of informat ion 


1 was. 


_ALIEN ENEMY CONTROL-J". The informa¬ 
tion contained in this file was obtained by Investigative activity 
plus information provided by other agencies, such as, ONI and 
INS. It is noted that Immigration and Naturalia ation inf onaation 
is contained in our New York Offi ce under nuBtbehi land in 

their Central Office Student Pile' ' 
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100-63099 


Dlr«etor, FBI 


March 5, 1945 


.V 






SAC, Sew lork 
CHISiSX AOTIflTISSi 

S io c w n HATTia - z 


Oa Fi^xaaiy 22, 1945 • dctetc on tto OhlacM cltiictlon aac hold 
at fnaa hall M ao t3« t of the Air evar thoMB«e* aatoork. ^ongroooaaB 
VALStE JUfiB and fir* UM IVTA19 took the aide oX tha Ohiaaaa lotionaliat 
Oofrtmta^widla BintlSOH FOBIAll of ^ lew Berk ^^orald Trlbona and 
M laa AfiWg P^KTitgr of fiarctoffi Sprlaga. Mao Berk ta^ the aid# of t)ui 
Chiaaoo Oaan^ta. Bariiv the dahato ^ OBSUX aaaaaad «Im dhiaaaa 
aoarat poliao of oatiTitloa la tha Aiitod fitafiaa aoaaomlag (^iaaao 
otadaata hare. 


b7C tfot f 

agalnat tha 


Ika 

JlEat ha 


•ktaadad ttia hro adc a a t i adrlaad l^^ial 

_ hoard mat SVBIUI aaka tha aaeaaatloa 

aoara t paliaOf aaaaalng thaa of aparatinf la kia 
Onitad Stataa, tat ho otatad that aha fr o fMa tJljr oakaa 0017 trood atata- 


nod ha baliavod aha had no faaodatlaa far tha ahora allavatlon. 

Yhia iafomattaa la Ihntlahad taa fiaraaa in ardor that it aap 
adtaaa tha AJhmiy riald DLvlalan la aaaa Mlaa SMMF ahoald ha latar-. 
Tlc*ed «DoBaoniiag h«r atataaaiit» 


ac Albaajr 







apR IV 1545 |‘: 































FEDERAL BUREAU 



S T I G 


Orip;ln t im Yt^F. _ 

Made at: Date: Period: lO/sOjllil, Mad© by: 

8-10,13,22,25;12/2,5, 

ALBANY, NEW YORK f^/l9/45 9,ll,13,15,18/44;l/6, | 

8, 9, 24, 26 J 2/3; 3/3;4/9, 
;^^lg,^.17i5AoA5 I 


I 0 ¥ 


Title; CHANGED 

AGilSS'SMSSLEY, Was. Agnes BrmGin, Marie Rogersj 
M»\A. Rogers, Alice''^ird, Mrs. l otroifcQS -iJ 


t Gharac G'er; 


INTEPE L SECURITY - R 


Synop3^^SL^ , ^ j 

f#/ Background and acti-yities of AGUES S;*J3DLFi' >..w reported b..- the Hf-vj ; 

/ York Field Office set forth. SlffiDLEY is presently residing at | 

Yaddo Foundation, Saratoga Springs, K, Y., where she is 7','ritiaig ■ 

a book and a play about China. She has given talks on Inina and ; 

the Chinese Gcnsaunist Army over the radio in New York City and • 
A has spoken before 7'arious clubs and societies in Boston, Saratoga j 

7^^ Springs and Schenectady, N. Y, mthin the past few months. Has ! ' 

also written articles on China for ''PM'* daily during 1944 and the \j, 
early part of 1945. SiffiDLEY professes not to be a member of the '^1 
CP of America but speaks favorably about the Chinese Communist 
Arn^ and Soviet Russia. Description set forth. } j, j /‘ { * 

f| ■ 'i' 

B.ar.au File 61-6680. J. | 

Jfc Bureau letter to Albaixy with copies to New Yorlr and C^iicatgb 

10/25/44. S|P 

---^Bureau letter 1/) Albany with copies to New York and San Franoiw'^i; 
? > ^ dated 4/25/45. (' ' ‘ ' 1 o £ ' '^*5 

“ ijfc New York City letter to Albany dated 4/26/45. 

f Report of Special Agent | | dated 3/3/45 at 

*r York City, 


i ^ 

j M’* 


^^ils# 


J: 

The title of this report is being narked changed to reflect 
additional aliases of ALICE BIRD and ivtrs. PETROIKOS as -refloctM^ 
in Bureau letter of April 25, 1945. 


f Approved & .•'p 

i Fon.-arded: 

lr“ 1 y 1 ... 


Copies; 


;.a.^AC 


^IfRITE IN ‘TxiuSE .SPACES 



SSo 


kr - 'Fi.rA: 


I 5 " Bureau 'iXteY,#,'../'!--! 

j 2 - Ndv/ York * 

j 2 ~ Tsf?.sJJ.ngton 
I 1 - San Francisco (info) 

4 - nlbajiT^ , :^0riES 
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b7C 






COi 


fijwBmAL 


This investigation is based upon referenced Bureau letter dated 
October 25, 1944 which advised that i t had received information fro m a highly 
confidential source that [ German Communist writing fr om I I 

I I sent a letter | | to Mrs. AGWEf 


The informant also stated that rr. 

Infer- 


STjEDLEY, Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, New York 

this letter he f orwarded to SltEDLEY a letter from ^ _ _ _ 

mant algn statod T I sj?nt to S?JEDLEy the best regards of ANNft'\SEGHERr.. 

LUDWIG^ENI’I, EGON ERflTIiffiriSCH 



all of whom are outstanding 


The Bureau requested the Albany 


German Communists now refugees in Mexico, 

Office to conduct investigation of Mrs. AGNES SivJEDLEY’s activities, inasmuch 
a3 she had been for several years a notorious Communist expert in the Far Ease 


Under date of April 26, 1945 the New York Field Division advised 
by letter as to, the following information. A review of the New York Field 
Division files reflected the follomng information on AGNES SMEDLEY. 


On either March 18 or Ifeirch 19, 19l8^ILEHDIU57*IflTirGHOSE and 
AGNES SI'iEEDLEY v/ere arrested on a warrant charging them with the violation of 
Section 3, Title 8 of the Espionage Act and Section 332 of the United States 
Criminal Code, for acting as agents of .a foreign coxmtry and aiding and abetting 
sach action. 


The files contained a letter dated September 23, 1922 from the 
New York Office to the Director, Bureau of Investigation, Department of 
Justice, Washington, in which it was stated an indictment was returned against 
the above two individuals on April 1, 1918 in the Southern District of New 
York for violation of the above sections. The letter further stated that 
AGITES SliEDLEY v^ras released on bond on May 7, 1918 and the indictment r^ras dis- 
missed against both defendants on December 16, 1916 and GHCSE was released on 
December 18, 1918# 

The files also contained a report of EPJ^iARD P. MORSE dated 
September 25, 1922 at San Francisco, California, which reflects that GrIOSE 
v/as one of the many, defendants in the so-called HINDU conspiracy case which was 
tried in San Francisco in the latter part of 1917 or 1918. The docket in the 
office of the Clerk of the United States District Court, San Francisco, indi-- 
oated that GHOSB was indicted with the other defendants on July 7, 1917 in 
San Francisco but there was no record of any further action as to that 
This report fiirther indicated that GHOSE was apprehended in New York Ci^y and, 
the then United States Attorney decided the expense of ’’prosecuting and gather-' 
ing witnesses would be prohibitive, no further action in subject's case.*^ The 
report further indicated that GHOSE was connected with the organization knavm 
as th^i>if*^riends of Freedom for India” in New York City and was closely 
associated with AGNES SMEDLEY. 
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eoiin|reHTiAL 


There was also contained in the files some unidentified notes 
which reflect the following information as to AGNES SlffiDLEY. 

"Miss SIkIEDLEY leased, under name of BRUKDIN, at 156 Y/averly 
Place, November 25 to December 26 (1917); at 16 East 9th Street December 27 
to February 22 (1918); under the name of SMEDLEY at 38 Union Sqtmre February 
22 to date of arrest March-, 1918. For date of arrest see Docket C-11-359, 

"Has a sister in California - a teacher. S1\IEDLEY herself tau^it 
in the State Normal School at Santigo, California, early in 1917 - she graduate, 
from same school. AG1®S SIvEDLEY’, born near Osgood,'Missouri, went to Colorado 
in childhood to the coal raining district - Trinidad, Colorado. Went to State 
iormal School at Tempe, Arizona. Went to California at age of 20. She was 
2f6 years old in 1918 (53 now) and date of birth February 22, 1882. (There 
was a note that this must have been on error for she was 36 at the time and 
that her correct birth date should have been 1892.) In California was corres¬ 
pondent for Los imgcles Examiner. 

"BRUNDIN was her married name - was divorced at time - married 
August 24, 1912 ERNEST W<''^UNDIN - husband obtained divorce, grounds deser¬ 
tion." 


_ The notes further reflect tha, t SMEDLEY kJiew I I 

|. The notes also indicate,,that she 

wrote to her husband at Calexico, California and the name of W. SiC^OTHEESPOON, 
289 Edgewood Avenue, San Francisco, also appeared in the notes. It might be 
noted that he was one of the defendants in California. There was also the 
following notation: "Miss SIvEDLSY used name of M/vRIS ROGERS in storing books." 

The file also contained a'photostat of the following letter dated 
llevj- York City, May 15, 1918, addressed, "Dear Friend": 

"As one who stands for democracy and justice you ought to bo 
interested'in the case of AGNES SI>3EDLEY. 


"She is a young American girl who has just been released imdcr 
;’fl0,000 bail after an eight weeks’ imprisonir^nt in the Toombs. She is char' 
■i/ith representing herself as a member of th^ INDLi HATIONfiLIST PARTY, wh-* 
’Working for the independence of India. | 


3 
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"For almost a year she has held the position of associate 
secretary of the^HTERMTIOML F0RU5,f ASSOCIATION in New York, prior to which 
she taught for three years in the State Normal School at Santiago, Californiao 

"We Tfho knov/ ffiss SffflDLEY believe that she is innocent of the 
charges and ask you as a fellow American to cooperate with us in security 
sufficient funds for obtaining counsel in her defense. 

"Her trial was scheduled to take place within two v;eeks. It is 
absolutely necessary that funds be raised before May 25. We need your help 
and need it urgently. Send or wire your contributions. Miss TRUE T'^'p^EIL, 


220 Tremont Avenue, New York City, 

"Very sincerely. 

(s) 

Professor JAIvIES MBLVInVeE 
Department of Journalism 

New York University 

(s) 

A, LYL#de'A rnetts 

General Director 

International Forum Association 

(s) 

ROYAL Jt^VIS 

New York Evening Post" 

The file fvirther reflects a report of August 23, 1918 which 
reveals that TRUE T, ?JEIL, age 20, was then a student at the New York Uni' 


versity School of Journalism and became acquainted with AGNES SiiEDLEY at the 
latter school. Miss WEIL, when interviewed, indicated that she believed Miss 
SMEDLEY innocent and sent out the circular letter to about 50 people, 

Ifr,* ROYAL J, DAVIS advised on interviev/ that approximately fl500 
had been collected, the greater part of which had been spent for legal advice^) 
Mr, DAVIS taught at New York University School of Journalism and'there met 
'Mss SMEDLEY, The report fvirther reflects at the time SiffiDLEY was residing 
at the WEIL home, 220 Tremont Avenue, Bronx, New York, Mr, DAVIS also advised 
that GILBERT E* ioE, former law partner of La Follette, was SMEDLEY >s attorr 
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sEm 


coii^Eiimc 


A further review of the files revealed a letter dated April 6, 

1918 from the Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C, to CHARLES DE WOODY, 
New York, in which he was requested to secure a copy of the book entitled, 
"THESitfSOLATION OF JAPAN IN T/ORLD POLITICSThe letter indicated that this 
book was being published at 45 Greenwich Avenue, New York City. The Depsirt- 
ment also wanted to know something about the author and persons behind the 
publication. 

A report of G. P. PUTNAM, dated at New York City April 15, 1918 
advised that he (sailed at 45 Greemyioh Avenue, which is the address of the 
><^)e<^AWPHILIS PRESsV^idS April 11, and was advised that on the previous day 

agents of the Urii^J^ States Arny Intelligence took from the shop all of the ■. - < 
copies of theJa<iok amd other data relative thereto. PUTNAM ascertained that 
AGNES StjEDLEY^RUNDlN was the author and she was under indictment and at that 
time was in the Toombs, in connection with the Indian revolutionary matters. 
Tliis report further reflected that PUTN/JvI called the Army Intelligence and 
was informed by them that the seized copies had been turned over to United 
States Attorney KNOX. 

A further review of the New York Field Division files revealed 
an article which appeared in the New York Daily News of January 8, 1937 bear¬ 
ing the A, P. Symbol at Sianfu, Shensi Province, January 7, entitled, "U. S. 
WOMfiN TEACHER LEi'JJS REVOLT IN CHINA." The article is as folloT/s; 

"A quarter of a million army men 'were reported today to have 
joined in a movement to create a great Communist state in Northwest China with 
an iunerican woman playing a spectacular role in the uprising." 

The article goes on to state that AGNES SMEDLEY, former Colorado 
school teacher and long associated with radical movements in Asia was described 
as conducting radio propaganda to unite large disaffected military vinits iri 
Shensi and Kansu Province vinder the Red banner in defiance od/the Ndhkin^ 
Government. The article continues that some 200,000 soldiel^ foMierly^^long** 
irig to the Northwest Communist Suppression Arny of MarshadrCBANG^^UEH^IlANG, 
eliable reports said, joined 50,000 of their Red ex-enemies to’make the two 
Nprthwestern Provinces one large Communist-ruled community. 
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Sianfu seemed doomed, observers'feared, to recurrence of the dis-’ 
orders of the December 13, 1936 uprising when Marshal CHANG and his folloviers 
mutinied, seized Generalissimal^IANG KAI SEEK and demanded re-admission of 
Communists to Chinese political life to form a common front for war against 
Japan* 

'Generalissimo CHIANG was freed Christmas day* CHANG .was sen¬ 
tenced to ten years in prison and then pardoned by the Generalissimo. 

**In the forefront of the new campaign, said^ reliable sources, 
is Miss SMEDLEY. Every fevr hours she has been broadcasting in English appeals 
for recruits for the Red uprising against Nanking, Miss SMEDLW is under¬ 
stood to be a close friend of Madame^TJN^A'l^'EN, widoTj^of the father of the 
Chinese revolution. Ivladame SUN is a sister of Madam^^jliHIANG KAI SHEK, who 
long has been estranged from her brother-in-laTJ-, the Generalissimo* It was 
CHIANG who expelled the Reds from the Nationalist Party and Government in 1927 

Further review of the files also reflects an article appearing 
in the New York Sun, dated January 7, 1937, entitled "U. S. WOmiT AIDS CHINESE 
REDS*” The* coxitents of the article appearing in the ”Sun” were approximately 
the same as previously set out out herein and also contained the following 
additional information: , 

”Mss SMEDLEYactivities have been confined to radio propaganda 
Every-few hours she, broadcasts appeals in English for new recruits to the 
movement* Her propagandizing, it was reported, has brought opposition from 
'British residents in the interior provinces who recall her deportation from 
India some years ago^ where she was alleged to have conspired to provoke a 
Nationalist uprising* Only recently she Y/as reported living in.Shanghai, 
coming to Senfu about the time of Marshal CHANGES revolt of December .12*” 

The article also commented on Miss SltEDLEY^s imprisonment in the 
Toombs in 1918 and also stated that thereafter she became interested in the 
Y/ork of I\1ARGARET SANGER and that she subsequently opened the first birth con¬ 
trol clinic in Berlin, and from there she went to China to gather Chinese 
'noY/s for the Indian press and for newspapers in Frankfort and Berlin* The 
article further stated that in recent years she had been lecturing and Yvriting 
usually forecasting great disaster for China when the foreign powers inter- 
vened to crush the Red Army. 
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b7D <■' Furthei 

fidential. informantf 


R 


3view o f the files reflects that on July 29, 1942' ^Qn- 
I whose identity is knoim to the Bureau, sub¬ 


mitted a report o^^AS WORT (the word), 4th year, March, 1939. Informant 
advised that thisis a literary magazine published in German monthly by 
ifflSHDU^^^ODNAJA, Mosnow and printed by the Soviet State Printing Office. 
Informant further advised that this is a Comintern publication and of all the 
Communist periodicals is the best from a, purely literary viewpoint. 

This informant further stated that the contents of this pub¬ 
lication are on an exceptionally high level and as an official Comintern 
publication, its contributors must be Communists . Pages 10 to 26 of the issue 
mentioned contain excerpts from AGNllS SMEDLEY's war diary, praising the Chinese 
8th Communist Army. 

I On August 14, 1942 confidential national defense informant 

_advised the New York Office thaJ^NTERNATIONALE LITEMTUR, a German 

language Comintern literary magazine, is definitely a Communist or Comintern 
publication and like all other official Communist publications, all contribu¬ 
tors must be Communists. ■ Informant further stated that the magazino is pub¬ 
lished by th@^T?ERNATIONAL ASSOCIilTION 0? REVOLUTIONARY in Moscow and is 
printed by the official Soviet printers. 

k 

Informant further advised that in the 1933-1936 copy, one of 
the contributors was AGNES SMEDLEY, who h^ an article starting on Page 42 which 
had been translated into German by HILDB)^^JSCHNITZE^^^SON. The informant, 
however, failed to mention the title of the article. 


A further review of the New York Field Di vision files reflects 
that on August 18. 1942^onfidential informa nti I advised of a conferenc e 

between | of the Labor Division oi ^ | 

_ wh'n vj-nff nt tbn.+. tirnn renrir-hed hn have been in Charge o f theH I 

_ L Th e latter inquired I l as 

to the^CHINESB ii ^SCCLlTION OF L/ kB0R. | ~| stated that | | had 

previously given| low-down on the London representative of that 

Associ ation, that he was not a seaman a t all, but a lav/ve r attached to tba-- 

staff I I in London, _indicated that]_ 

warited to expose the Association at that time as well as a number of members 
of the CIO Committee for having anything to do with the Assbeiation, According 
to l I suggested that the low-down concerning the organization be 

obtained from some unquestioned authority on China, 
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I _ I that he has the goods on the 

Association but* only, fr om people whom th^ l [ would Y/ave aside as 

Rods. In reply to this_stated that | l indioated that iiG-lISS 

SAEDLSy should be obtained to y/rite a letter on tha t questiona l I ndi- 

catod that in SWOLET's letter_indicated that she had never 

heard of the CHINESB iiS^OCLiTION OF L/iBOST and had ..suggested that the give 
its money to other organizations. 



m 


The review of the files further reflected that on October 20, 

1943 a copy of ASHES SifflDLEY's^CHIIffiSE RED iiRMY WiECHES" was- fonmrded to the 
Bureau; also on September 3, 1943 a copy of her book, '*TH]^Sii.TTLE HYIiN OP 
CHINij." was also forvirarded to the Bureau, 

Furthe r review of the files reflects that on Janmry 7, 1944"^on- 

fidential informant_of the Sa n Francisco Field Division, advised that 

office of a conference in the homo of I I 


__ I tvio Party members. 

Informant stated that at this time l I mentionod' ha ving been in China in 

I d itring which time he worked with 

and thatI|representatives and the Soviet Army men mot with the 
Central ioramittee in Shanghai during the time the Communists were fighting 
C HL'UfG SH EK, The informant, however, T/as of the op inion that this mooting 


took place at a time other than the period 


hms in China, 


Infor mant fui‘ther advised that’ in discussing the events trans¬ 
piring at the time l ~| was in China, he mentioned a book entitled, 

_^'CE^M4’J!,_JlED. JiEIiff- by ACHES SMEDLEY, which mentions a long trek made 
'^by the Chines e Red -iim y/ and I I stated the trek was planned at the time ho 

was in China, f I stated he was present dtaring meetinga of the Cominterpi " 

representatives and the Chinese Communist Party, 
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On July 22, 1944f^onfidential Informant]_[idvised the New 

York Office that in the "Daily Bulletin" issued by CELEBRITY SERVICE, INC., b7D 
150 East 54th Street, New York City, on that date, appeared an article on 
AGNES SMEDLEY, which stated that she was to be a guest on 1'lBC‘s excellent sus¬ 
taining historical drama series, "PACIFIC STORY" which would be broadcast 
over WEAF the following Sunday at 11:30 P. M. She was described as a dis¬ 
tinguished author, authority on China and humanitarian,- Other background . 
information was set out which has previously been given. 


The same informant advised on March 9,- 1945 that in an issue of 
the same date of the "Daily Bulletin" of CELEBRITY SERVICE, INC, it was indi¬ 
cated that AGNES SMEDLEY v;as registered at the Barbizon Plaza, arriving in New 
York City March 8, 1945 from Saratoga Springs, Ne\v York, 


At the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court, 
Criminal Division, Room 605, U» S, Court House, N«¥/ York City, a check of the 
Criminal Docket C-.11-359 reflected th& case -of the U» S, of America vs^ 
^ALIJBRAKATa„GHCSB, AGNES SMBDL.EY, Tflfith aliases AGNES BRUNDIN and M. At^OGERf.,; 
PAULIN B<^(:SE,'1^ARAHJvaTif<pAS,'mDWGPA'^‘r^ andrtBmf^HAGWAN^NGH, 

The docket reflected the charges to be acting as agents of foreign government; 
(2) aiding and abetting such actions in violation of Section 3,. Title 8 of the 
Espionage Act and Section 332 of the U, S,. Criminal Code, The docket indi-^ 
cated that GILBERT ROE,. 55 Liberty Street, New York City, was attorney for 
SMEDLEY and GHOSC/ 

f ■ 

The- docket reflected the following proceedings: 


April 1, 1918 
April 3, 1918 

April 3,. 1918 

April 9', 1918 
May 3, 1918 ■ 

May 7, 1918 

Sept. 13, 1918 

Oct, 10,- 1918 



Filed indictment 

Defendant■GROSS arraigned and pleads not guilty: 
bail-12 5i 00,0 

SMEDLEY arraigned, pled not guilty 
bail i^l0,000 

Filed Demurrer 

Issued remand, as to SMEDLEY 

.Filed recognizance, SlffiDLEY, P, S'. GRANT 
and F & D Company, |10,000.' 

Filed Note of Issue on motion, to .return 
certain papers• 

Petition and Order to Show Cause Cor+ 
Articles should not be returned to AC* 

SMEDLEY. Granted. (A. N, HAND) 
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Deo. 16, 1918 

Dec. 11, 1918 
Deo. 20, 1923 


Filed Order dismissing indictment as to 
GHO^ ..a nd SMEDLEY 

FileGNqte of motion to dismiss indictment 
Holle Prosequi entered as to defendants- 


A further check of Docket C"'ll-360 reflected a case of U. .S. of 
America vs. same defendants as previously set out herein, reflecting the 
charge, conspiracy to violate Section 3, Title 8 of the Espionage Act, Sec¬ 
tion 37, U. S. C. C. The proceedings reflected on this Docket were the sarae 
as previously indicated on' the other charge except on January 3, 1920 there 
v/as a notation, "Filed order discharging bonds as to GHOSE and SlIEDLEY on 
habeas corpus, proceedings; June 25, 1923, Nolle Prosequi entered as. to rest 
of defendants." 


At the Ba rbizon Plaza Hotel, 101 West 58th Street, New York City, 
assistant manager, advised that their records reflect 


that AGNES SMEDLEY registered at that hotel on March •?, 1945 giving as her 
residence address Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, Ne\v York. He stated that she was 
registered in Room 2047, registering at 5s00 P, M. and checking out on March 
14, 1945, giving as her forwarding address only until March 19, 1945 the Copley 
Plaza Hotel, Boston,-Massachusetts and afterwards in care of Yaddo, Saratoga 
Springs• 


-1 ' ' b' 

further stated that Jliss SMEDLEY paid ^29.47 of her 
account and charged the remaining $4.43 to the account of Mrs. EliIZABEX^<;A!l^S 
who was registered in Room 1817 during the same time. I I stated 

that Mrs. AMES holds a credit card, ^'/T-37954 issued by the Barbizon Plaza 
on March 10, 1945 but that she had originally established credit with their 
hotel on lifeirch 27, 1941. He further stalled that Ifrs. MES gave as a reference 
the Adirondack Trust Company, Saratoga Springs, New York and she gave as her 
firm name and address. Corporation of Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, New York. 


_ further indicated that the T-symbol alongside the 

credit card indicated an exceptionally good financial rating. He was unable 
to furnish any further information as to SBiEDLEY ands stated that that was the 
first record.of her having registered'at his hotel. 
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In an effort to ascertain the correct nsjne of the friends with 
whom Miss SMEiDLEY resided on her return ,to New .York City from the 23rd to 
the 29th of Iferoh, the Boston Field Division was requested to check at the 
Copley Plaza Hotel for a forwarding address. The Boston Field Division on 
April 17 advised that SIfflDLEY was registered at the Copley Plaza from March 
15, 1945 to.l0»30 A, M. March 20, 1945 and that she had left without leaving 
a forv/arding address; that office also advised that upon registering she gave 
as her residence address, Yaddo, Saratoga Springs,. New York. 

A check of ’'Who's Who in America" from 1934 to 1944 was made on 
the name 6'f AGNES SMEDLBY with negative results. , . ' * 

At the Bureau of Criminal Identificat ion. New York Police Depart¬ 
ment, Now York City, Special Employee Investigator | | checked the 

records and the only information contained therein are two references to New 
Yohk newspapers, namely the "Nev/ York American" dated Iiiarch 19, 1918 and the 
"Nev/ York Herald Tribune" dated Mcuroh 28, 1918. No records of actual arrest 
by the New York Police Department were reflected. 

At the Bureau'of Criminal Alien Investigation', Room 800, 

400 Broome Street, New York City, a chock'Of their records on AGNES SMEDLEY 
was made with negative results. 

The records of Special Squad I, New York City Police Department, 
400 Broome Street, were also .checked on the name of AGNES SMEDLEY, 7;ith nega¬ 
tive results. 

At the Now York Public Library, Fifth. Avenue and 42nd Street, 
a check of the indices reflected AGNES SMEDLEY as being the authoress pf the 
following books: 

1) '"Daughter of Earth", 192:9, published by CowardrMcGann, Ino.,, 

New York City; 

2) '^K*^Hiaese Destinies”, 1933, published by the^anguard Press, 

New York City; 

3) -j^Red Flood Over China", 1934, published by the^o£cqw Cs ■ 

tj,v,e PTiblic Society of Foreign Workers in the USSR-* . 

(Note - This is a republication of "China's ^d Arn^ Marclies") 
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4) " China’s R ed ■^rjKv J^fe-rches", 1934, published by the Vanguard 
Pre£s, New YorK City; ' 

5} "Daughte^ of Earth". revised edition, with foreword by 

MAJjC OLM fc Oyi/LEY, published 1935, by the Coward-Mo Gann, Inc., 
New York City; ■ J 


6) "China Fights Back", 1938, published by the Vanguard Press. 

"Battle c 

New York City. 


’’Ba ttle l/mn oij China", 1943, published by A. A'i^NOPF, 
Tity.f j . 


A check of the 20th Century Authors, a' biographical dictionary, 
at the New York Public Library and a subsequent check of the files of the 
"New York Times" morgue revealed tv/o biographical sketches on AGl^ SliMDLEY, 
the most recent of which Was the one published in January, 1944 in "Current ■ 
Biography" by the H, W.Wilson Company, 950 University Avenue, Bronx, Naw York 
City, It might be noted that both biographies were published by the same 
company, 

V AGNES SiffilDLBY’s business address was given as care of A, A, 

\ Knopf. Inc ,. 501 Ii&idison Avenue, New York City, The biograph5r states that 
SfflDLEY was born .in 1894 in northern Missouri, the daughter of G liARL ES/ H. 
and SARAIii^^feA LLISl^IvtSPLEY , tifhile young the family moved to the Colorado 
mining country where Rockefeller's Colorado F^iel & Iron Company o\TOed every¬ 
thing but the air, .The article stated SMEDLEY spent one year as a special 
student in the Normal School at Tempo, Arizona and met ^nd married a young 
engineer but he soon divorced her'. In her early twenties she went to New 
York City where she worked during the day and attended lectures at Ne^-r York 
University at night and-became absorbed in the problems of India, In 1918, 
because of her work in the Indian revolutionary cause she was accused of aiding 
German espionage, (The article stated a German society had sent money to the 
^.^Indian Nationalists,) 

The article then stated she went to Germany after the war and met 
the young Indian revolutionary leador- ^IRBNDRAM Ta^fVlREN-lr^ 
and for eight years she was considered his wife. The article stated hTi"""* 
Catholic wife refused to divorce him. With the rise of Hitler VIREN fled ^ 

Germany and sought refuge in Moscow. In Berlin SMEDLEY had been teach:* * 
English to University students. In 1927 she wrote her semi-biographic^^^;,,'^ 
novel, "Daughter of Earth." In 1928 she went to China as correspondent of 
the^"Frankfurter-Zeitung", In 1933 she ivrote of her experiences in 
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•'Chinese Destinies." The article further stated that AGNES S1®1DLEY claiiaed 
she has never been a CoiamUnist, when some critics pointed out the book’s 
Goimuunist bias. She claimed that for years she listened to Communists with 
sympathy and in later years in China she gave them her active support, "but 
I could never place lif“e and mind unquestioned at the disposal of their 
leaders." 

In 1938 her third boolc<<^!^hina Fights Back", a stpry of the 8th 
Route Army, was published. In 1943 ner fourth book, a full, record of her 
years 1929 to 1941 in China, was published. Here she .makes it clear that she 
likes neither GHIANG KA^ SHEK nor the KUominting Government, v/hich she foars 
is a reactionary clique. 'TKd article stated that from 1938 to 1941 AGNES 
SIvlEDLEY v/orked as a publicist and field worker for the Chinese Red Gross 
medical corps arid late in December, 1941 she returned to the United States to 
recuperate from sevea^al attacks of malaria and other illnesses. 

. The article stated that in. a radio program entitled, "Author 

ifeets Critic"-, llovemter 1943, Miss SiffiDLEY emphasised the fact that the 
United States dfed Great Britain are largely responsible for the backward 
Conditions in China today because of their imperialistic foreign policies, 
in the winter of 1944, the, article- stated. Miss SMEDLEY was working on -a 
play about China arid she also has in mind a revolutionary novel on the same- 
thing. It also stated in her leotxires and radio appearances- she- is busy in 
carrying out her primary aim of "enlightening Ameriqa on the plight of the 
Chinese." The article went on to state that apart from her writing, farming 
is her chief recreation; also, that JAWAHARLAB NEIiRU is her political arid 
intellectual ideal arid she considers his biography, "Toward Freedom", (1941) 
one of the greatest books of her times. 

The biography .in the Twentieth Century Office -written in 1942, 
published by H. W, Yfilson Company,- contains substantially ihe same informa¬ 
tion as previously set out herein. 

In commenting on her arrest- in New York City dur*ing the time of 
the first Yiforid War, this article states she was arrested on the ground that 
her activities jeopardized the neutrality of the United States. It -Was also 
stated that the late Reverend Dr. PERCY STjCilNEY GRANT,, a liberal Rew York • 
rector, raised the bail to secure S'MiDLEY's release and that the case -was 
later dismissed for lack of evidenoe. This aritiole stated that at the out¬ 
break of the Chinese reyolUtion Mss SMESDLBY' went to China as a oorrespondent 
for German and Italian I'eft-wing' newspapers and she had resiained there ever 
since and -was at that time in the interior of China where she lived as one of 
the people, and almos.t as a member of the 8t.h Route Array. 
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The article went on to state that she has long since changed her 
beliefs from Socialism to Communism and since 1929 has interpreted Chinese 
Communisni to the v/orld# It continued by stating that up until that time she 
had risked her life many times but felt that she had* found her place in the 
world and was not likely to ever leave China# The article states that she 
speaks and writes Chinese and has adopted a Chinese refugee boy as her foster 
child;, that she is familiar with parts of China that other white persons 
have seldom seen# 

The article continues by stating that although her books posit 
the Communist position and :are besides necessarily often hasty and fragmentary , 
they are of great value as reports on conditions unreported otherwise# CAyiD 
H.^^0PPER called her ^that redoubtable fighter for the rights of the underdog; 
a devoted partisan who confesses to passionate likes and dislikes, yet studies 
always to tell the truth as she sees it, with blazing sincerity/* 

This biography indicated two articles written on AGNES SlffiDLEY, 
the first a review of ”DjkUgMjirJpfin the^*tJhina Weekly Review** of 
September 19, 1931 and an article on AGNES St^IEDLEY in the **Saturday Review 
of Literature”, duly 16, 1938, 

The^evised edition of "Daughter of Earth*’, 1935, contains a fore¬ 
word by MALCOL]\^^C!WLEy in which he states that this book is a story of a girl 
with very poor background, with many of the characters invented, but in its 
broad outlines is ulso the story of the author, AGNES ^MEDLEY* He stated 
that while it was fiction, interwoven with all this is another element more 
international in its’ nature# **To me, the underlying thfeme is the education 
of a revolutionist#" . 

A check of "C hinese/Desti nies" was made but it failed to contain 
•a foreword. A check was alsol^de of ^Red Flood Ove:^China" which is praoti- 
■ cally a reprint of ’’China* s. Red lifarches" and it^likewise contains no 

-.foreword* f 

A check of "China’s ^^ed Marches** revealed that it contained 

a preface by ROBERT MORSI^^OVETT. L0’’»^TT state's that in 1919 he became 
interested in the case of' a young Indian who was being ''held in the Toombs in 
New York City and that through him became acquainted with AGNSS SI^/IEDLEY. 

He stated that through'her efforts- this Indian was released bn reduced bail 
but that his case was only one of many oases of persecution of Indian refugees-., 















V 





in this country at the instance of British authorities. LOVETT stated that 
when the Indians, who. had been arrested on the day after the United States 
entered the World War and convicted of conspiracy to ship arms to India, Y/ere 
released after their sentences had expired, efforts were made to deport them 
to India* 


LOVE'IJT went on to state that a society, ”Friends> of Freedom for 
India” was organised and Miss SlffiDLEY was secretary. He continued, stating 
that this society sought to protect these men in their right of asylum and at 
every point, '*We came, up against the powerful influence of British, representa¬ 
tives, towards whom iUnerican citizens and officials showed a complaisance Y/hich 
Yras disgusting.” 

He further stated that the British Government took this .society 
very seriously and cme of the executive committee members was deported from 
England; that JAMES^S^URER Y/as refused a visa and R0GER^^6!^DWIN, presently 
Y/ith the ”AmQrican Civil Liberties Union”, was granted only a wook to visit 
England on parolp to a member of Parliament. LOVETT further stated that the 
full vials of. iir^erial wrath Y/ero reserved for AGUES SIMDLEY. Ho advised that 
SI®DLBr left'the ^United States for Germany in 1920 and'then went to Soviet 
Russia on a study commission for six months, returning to Gormany and remained 
there until 1928, where she participated in the Indian 'rovolutionary movement. 
She YTus sent to China as a .correspondent of the “Franlcfurteiy and 

arrived in Manchuria ,on January 1, 1929., where she found ^herself in difficulty 
with the British Raj. ^ 

LOVETT stated-that in Harbin, she-almost l6st her ihaerican passport 
as the British Sepr.et Service claimed she was a British subject traveling on 
a forged American passporfe. He stated that she -traveled through North China 
where she ”.learned -of the unspeakable atrocities perpetrated by the Kuomintang 
in an effort to suppress a revolution.”’ LOVETT- stated that in 1930 she wont 
to Canton where she was again arrested at the instance of the British Secret 
Police, Y^ho had revived the charge that she Yms not an American citizen but 
was traveling on a false passport and asserted that she was a representative 
of the Communist. International. LOVETT indicated that he assisted her .here 
through JOSEPH COTTON, then Assistant Secretary of State. 

LOVETT also stated that S.I^/IEDLEY later-wrote,. ”It was the German 
and American Consuls who ..saved my life, although I must say the -American Consul 
General seemed to resent this necessary duty very much.- He vms. an old colonial 
official and regarded my ideas about the independence of Asiatic countries 
as treasonable.” LOVETT al^o stated that the German merchants in Shanghai 
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broiight pressure to have the "Frankfu^-er-Z^itimg” remove her. She stated 
that the German Consul General had p3p^iousl5'' demanded that she write favorable 
reports to stimulate exports from Germany. 


, LOVETJT indicated that the British Consul at Frankfort made 
similar request^^of^the '’Frankfiirter-Zeitung'’ to have her removed and that the 
British journalists in China launched outrageous personal attacks against hrr- 
LOyMfT stated as a result of this she was dismissed from the paper but remalnd 
in China and j'oined up with ] ft‘s. SUN j/iT-SEM and others in organising the 
r'^hina League for Civil Rights." LCJ^TL states this' organization demanded 
freedom of speech, press and assembly emd to fight against the secret tribunals 
by which politieal prisoners, vfere tortured and killed. ' LOVETT also stated 
that the Kuomintang Government opposed this organization, threatening the 
leaders with death unless they ceased caiupaigning for Bolshevist principles. 
LOVETT continues: 

"One of the nysteries of the last few years has been the Goviet 
state within China. Since the alliance between the' Kuomintang and the Com¬ 
munists was hroken and th^j Nanlcing Government, leaning on the Western powers, 
threw out the Russian Ambassador and undejrtook to suppress the revolutions to 
which it owed its being» the American public has read vague accounts of a 
campaign launched each year against those who are described by our oorrespon'^ 
dents as banditis. In ^ China^s R ed Arn^lferches*, Miss SMEDLBY gave a vivid 
and authentic narrative of the ohmpai^ from 1928 to 1931." He continues 
later. 


"It is clear that Communism, if it tri^miphs in China, will succeed 
by virtue of its immediate appeal to the needs of the%>eople and no less 
clear that its. success will be-due not to arms but to persuasion. The poli¬ 
tical department is the most important feature of the Red Arrry, to whose 
activities is. due the favorable reception by the peasantry and the great 
defections from the Whites who so often respond to. the appeal not to shoot 
down their coijntr3n]ien. It is hard to resist the conclusion that the Soviet 
provinces are the best governed of all China and any competent observer of 
the world situation will agree that the best hope for peace in the Far East 
is that China and Japan should both go Communist and fall into each other’s 
arms." 
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In speaking of SMEIDLEY, LOTO TJ continues,• "AGlffiS SMEDLEY is an 
American in the historic sense of the In the face of indifference and 

disapproval of her time-saving countrymen and the insidious and dangerous 
hostility of an enemy on whose malevolence the sun never sets, she has kept 
the faith and told the truth."/ 

A review of "Boi^ Review Digest" for 1934 at the New York Public 
library reflects that T. A^^ISSON Virrote a review of SMEDLEY’s "China’s Red 
f.rmy Mardhes" in the “Nati^‘", Volume 139, page 307, September 12, 1934, part 
of which reads as follows; ' ■ 

"In 'China’s Red Arp^ Inches’, AGNES SMEDL^ records, in superb 
narrative episodes the forms-tiye year/in one of the great creative movements 
of out* area, the building of the Chinese Soviet Republic* The sweep of the 
matchless drama 50,000 Chinese peasants and workers rising’ up to overthrow 
an age-old system of exploitation - is captured within the pages of this book* 
With the skill of, the novelist she drives home the searing realities.of the 
clash of forces in present day China through the life stories of individual 
persons." 

In c'China lights ^ Baok". written by .SMEDLEY in 1938, appears an 
introduction by inna Louie^^trong. In speaking of SIviEDI®f, Miss STRONG wites 


^’Wohking for Mdame SO? XAf SSN for civil liberties in China, for 
the fights of worker's, of farmers, , of Communists, she became for many yea-f® 
almost the one foreigner in Shanghai to whose doors came the inside tales of 
the Chinese Soviet Districts. Thus, she wrote,'Chinese Destinies’ and 'China's 
Red Arny Marches’,' v/hioh were translated into many foreign languages, as 
almost the only foreign account of the. Chinese, Communists in those years, 
her own life was fre<juently in danger, her very closeness to the Chinese Red 
Army, prevented her for many years from visiting them, since she was constantly 
watched*" , ■ 


Miss STRONG points out that She finally joined the Red'Army, 
reorganized as the 8th Route Arn/, and the last time .Miss; STRONG saw her vmis 
in 1938 in Hankow, where she. was raising funds for medical supplies and warm 
clothes, for peasant volunteers of the north. 
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In the July 16, 1938 issu^of "Saturday Review" appears a book 
review of AGNES SMEDLSY's "China Fieht^ Back" bv DAVID H. PC^ER of the staf 
of the Foreign Policy Association, lie stated in this reviCT/ that since 1929 
Miss SMEDLEY has interpreted Chinese Coftimunism to the world; that she spent 
most of 1937 in the Communist districts and in the forces of the Red - now 
8 th Route Arny. The book is essentially a diary of Miss SMEDLEY*s adventures 
with the Army from August 19, 1937 to January 9, 1938. He states that it 
depicts the successes of these forces in guerrilla v/arfare against the invad¬ 
ing Japs. POPPER continues; 

"Today, in her mind, the social struggle in China must be subordi¬ 
nated to the' overriding task of beating back the Japs’ imperialist drive. 

But the final victory must and v/ill be delayed mtil China is freed from the 
grip of entrenched wealth and privilege - until the reforms demanded by the 
Communists are.consummated," 


I 




V 


There also appears a picture of' AGNiiS SMEDLEY in the uniform of 
the Chinese Red Army, taken with her foster son. ,, 

A check of the book "Battle JHyrm,^^ China" published in 1943 
failed to reveal that the same contains a preface or foreword. 

In the September 19, 1931 issue of the "China^geekly Review" 
formerly "Millard’s Review", Shanghai, Volume 56, appears^n editorial entitled, 
"AGNES SIvEDLEY and the Shanghai Die-Hards." It might^be noted that the 
"China Weekly Review" was. at that time edited'by J. B'iltPCWELL; that G ECEGE W . 
/^ ^ISSEIER was .assistant editor; HOH CHIBH^HIANG was a^istant editor; ROY Pt 
:^MA,C.NAEt, JR., was advertising manager'and F,' K.^(^H00 was in charge of the busi- 
, ness department. The editorial states that AGl'IES SMEDLEY ha^Tor the past 
three years been a correspondent with the German " Frankfurt^^-Ze itung" and 
contributed articles to the^^ow Republic"' and the^jlj^tion." .The editorial 
commented on her book " Daughter dr Earth"- and the fact that some of her articles 
on work with Chinese women had been reproduced in the "Review," 





The editorial further stated that Miss SMEDLES becarae interested 
an ardent advocate of, Indian nationalism and acquainted with a well-^^ 
"known Indian nationalist^ V.^^H/ITTOPADHYAYA, ‘ who was a member of tho I^aidu 
family of India, which compared somewhat in its revolutionary activities to 
the SUN YAI SEN-SOONG families in China* The editorial also stated that Miss 
SMEDLEY had recently been subjected to considerable underhanded persecution 
as a result of a commimication which she sent to one of the local news^'^’^ 
pertaining to the NOULENS case* The editorial went on to state th^‘* 
her liberal views on Chinese and Indian revolutionary molrements, 
become known to a number of German and European liberals, mainy 
members of the>^^eague Against Imperialism*” 
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The editorial stated that Miss SMEDLEY was not a member of that 
organization but had received telegrams from members outsicjio China due to her 
connections with the German nevrspapers asking clemency for'NOUj^NS Vrho 'viras on 
trial in Nanking on a sedition charge. The editorial stated that several 
telegrams had been sent to Mcidame SUN YAT SBNj. It continuedi "In our opinion 
this sympathy for NOULENS was not worSTthe effort because, the published 
documents in his case, providing they are genuine, have shown him to be a 
daiigoroUs intriguer against the Chinese government and Chinese institutions 
gonerp.lly. However, Miss Sl/EDLEY and Madame SUN did pass ■ these'letters 
appealing for clemency for NOULENS over to the Chinese authorities and to the 
local newspapers," 


The editorial further stated that the "League Against Imperialism" 
is not Gomiministic, although it may contain Communists" in"’il’g membership. 

Due to receiving those letters "a number of local die-hards have made allega¬ 
tions that Miss SMEDLEY is a Communist and the League is Communist, both charges 
are false and we are printing these paragraphs for the purpose of acquainting 
the public With the facts. We are glad to do so because the "Review" has at 
times been subjected, to similar underhanded attacks. There are oe'rtain indi¬ 
viduals, well known>^ in the foreign coEmuhitios on the China coast Who assume 
that any American journalist who is sympathetic towards the cause of Indian 
nationalism must, for that reason, be a Communist. Tivo or three years ago we 
called attention to the fact that prasstically every American nev/spaper writer 
who visited these shores in search of information regarding the Nationalist 
movement in GWiental countries was immediately plhced under surveillance and 
subjected to persecution in the form of lying campaigns, the general purpose 
being to discredit their work." • ■ 


The editorial ended by a statement that Miss SMEDLEY was registered 
with the local American Consulate General. 


A review of "China To Me" published in 1944 by the "Country Life 
Press", Garden City, New York, and written by EMILS^^AHN, reflected the follbW- 
ing information pertaining to AGNES SMEDLEY, On page. 99 Miss E^'J states: 



"The average American today who takes a sympathetic interest in 
China is full of hooey through no fault of his. He thinks the Chinese Guerri- 
ll^ ^sife the only soldiers, who do any fighting in Ghiha, As a truth most of 
' %'fQrt is lost, because of ihter-guerrilla argiiments and jealousy and’ 
•cing. I am not. trying to run them down, 'AGNES SMEDLEY, ED^NOW and ^HN 
5^LS0N, I am trying oiily to undo some of the harm you have unwittingly deiie 
youf friends. You have worked people up into a gtate where they are going to 
be awfully mad pretty soon.** She continues, . 
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"Now the Communists - that situation is due to the peculiarity of 
most American newspaper men in China, who. are nearly all of them inclined to 
be leftists, out of a frustrated sense of guilt, a superior viewpoint of 
things as they are, and a tendency to follow the crowd of newspapermen# Most 
newspapermen don't know any more about'the Communists in China than you do* ^ 
They hear rumors and they try to get permission to go see these people, and 
once in a great while someone does* But the chances of seeing what really 
goes on among the Chinese Communists are even less than those of seeing the 
inside of Russ'ia* If you live in Ch\mking you can always interviev/ CHOU M 
• that is what he is there for*" ^ 


On page 220, Miss HAHN mentions meeting AGNES SlVffiDLEY in Hong 
King after years of wandering about with the guerrillas and working with 
Dr* ROBESlT LIM for the Chinese Red Cross. Miss HAHN stated the first time 
she had met Miss SivEDLEY she was in Shanghai when she was doing secretarial 
' work for Madam e ySUN. At Hong Kong she was in a hospital suffering from gall 
bladder trouble^and there was present in the government circles an uneasy 
feeling that Hong Kong should not be too hospitable to AGNES SivEDLEY as she 
was considered as a dangerous woman* They felt the Reds and Anarchists should 
be left aloner 



Miss HAHN continues, "The police had been on the case and only 
the fact that AGNES SMEDLEY was a close friend of ivfrs* .HILQA^^^ELWYN-CLARKE, 
v/ife of the Director of Medical Services, saved her from being requested to 
leave before her gall bladder could be attended to* AGNES had promised not 
to make any public speeches or otherv;ise dirturb the peace, of the colon^^." 


‘ It might be interesting to here note that in the "Nation" of 
January 27,. 1945 T. A. BIg§ 0N7\rrote a review of "Chj^a To Me*" In this review 
BISSON'criticized the^'ao^or for running dovm SN^/^^^ANS, SMEDL^ and the 


leftists in China. 


He stated as follows: 


/ 


EMILY HA: 


City,[ 


"Both China arid the leftists may perhaps manage to outlive ’ 
s coramentaj'y." 

At tihe'5Jew York'’Times" morgue, 230 West 43rd Street, Nevr York 

] made available the newspaper clipping file on AGUES 


SIfiSDLEY. In the' "New York Times" of Itoch 19, 1918 appeared an article, 
"American Girl He Id-as Indian Plotter." The article reads as follows; 


















"Important evidence bearing on a plot to cause uprisings in India 
against British rule has come into the possession of the Goveripient as a result 
of the arrest yesterday of AGl^ES'* SMEDLEY, an American girl, also known as 
AGNES BRUNDIN, and SAILENDRA:a NATH GHQSE^ a Hindu, who is prominent in the 
activities of an organization'which calls itself the "Indian Nationalist. Bart^^ 
with headquarters in Jajose Castle, Calcutta, Not only- do the data which the 
Government has obtained as a result of the arrest involve plots in India, but 
they also disclose'the fact that LEON TROTSKY, the deposed Bolshevist Foreign 
Minister of Russia, v/as recently appealed to for aid in stirring up trouble in 
India, and was asked to use his influence against the United States in arresting 
and bringing to trial Hindus and others who plotted in* the United States against 
British sovereignty.V‘ 


The article also stated that the Government considered the ca.se 
connected with a world-wide; German directed plot to cause trouble in India 
and thereby Y/eaken the British effectiveness on the western front in France, 

The article stated that SMEDLEY*s bond wa^ set at $10,000 and that she had 
been arrested in a Greenwich Village apartment and-had refvised to talk. The 
article stated that the defendants had been representing themselves to be 
diplomatic representatives of the Nationalist Party of India, Yvhich was a 
violation of the Espionage Act. 

The file also contained a clipping of an article which appeared 
in the "New York Heral^ on Ivlarch 20,- 1918, wherein it wc.s stated a !^tter of 
introduction to LOUI^^OCffllER, a pacifist, and signed by TARAK MTiJ^^^AS, a 
Hindu who v/as under indictment in San Francisco on a charge of conspiracy to 
stir up a revolt in India, was found by Federal Agents on tho previous day 
among the papers seized in the SMEDLEY apartment. 

The file also contained'a clipping of an article which appeared- 
in the "New York Sun" dated lfe.roh 28, 1918, wherein it was stated that a Federal 
Grand Jury indictment had been filed on March 27, 1918 charging AGNES SlJEDL'Si-. 
"active radical Worker", with violation of the Espionage Act, and that GHOSE 
was being held for extradition to San Francisco, where he was charged with 
having plotted to ship arms to India for an uprising to be launched by 
ABHINAN.^^HARAT and German agents* The article stated Miss SLIEDLEY Yras 
accused of having aided him in. circulating a book entitled q£ Japan 

in_^rli..Bolltl.cs">- through which plotters hoped to cause frictio^bet^Yeen 
Japan and this country by threatening Americans into believing Japan was about 
to build a navy to equal that of Britain and the United States* 
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There was also- contained a clipping which appeared in the "New 
York Times" on June 12, 1918, bearing a San Francisco date of June 11, 1918, 
wherein it v/as stated that indictments had been returned 'by a Fed^.al Grand 
Jury in San-Francisco on June 11,'19^ against Professor S'T^tHA.T^^iOSE, TARAJi 
KULIN B^OSE, WILLIAIi A^OTHERSMON, retired San Francisco lavjyer, 
AGNm SI®DLEY, of Ne^v York City, and BLUlI^jlfeALNIK, a Russian, accusing them of 
attempting to defraud President I’/ilson through representations that they were 
on an accredited mission from the Nationalist Party of India. 

There was also contained a newspaper clipping which appeared in 
the "Nev^ York Times" on November 16, 1918 in v/hioh it was stated that Federal 
Judge A. N. HAND had granted a stay to defendants SAL LBND PJi GHOSE, a Hindu 

student at New York University, and AGNES SIIEDLEY, who were x^der indictment in 
San Francisco for representing themselves as members of a commission of the 
Indian NationalisVParty without being registered with the Secretary of State, 
LANSING. .y --. - ■■ ■ 

The article also stated that Judge HAND had reduced the bail of 
each. There v/as also an article T/hich appeared in the "New York Yiforld" of 
March 15, 1929 pertaining to SMEDLEY*s first novel, " Daughter— of/tfesup-th." The 
article contained considerable information regarding her baokgr'oxmd and, com- 
jjienting on the trial, stated that when she was brought to trial approximately 
a year after the indictment the case was dismissed for lack of evidence* 


There was also contained a newspaper clipping which appeared in 
the "New York Times" of July 30, 1932 with a date line from Shanghai, China, 
which stated that HAROLD - I.^TSAACS, reporter for the "New York Timos" in 
Sha.nghai, had been warned by the United States Consular Authorities in China 
that extraterritorial protection would be withdrawn unle^ he changed his edi¬ 
torial and news policies in the weekly publication "Th^i(t?hina Forum", which 
he edited, 5he article stated that the "Forum" had been attaoking Marshal 
CHIANG KAj /HHEK and other Nanking leaders. The article also stated that ISAACS 
had been associated'with AGNES. SMiDLEY, o^ of the noted revolutionary v/orkers 
and actively supporting-PAUV^d-.GilR-ISUDiB^NOUliENS, a foreign couple then on 
trial for their lives in Nhmcing on charges of aiding the Communist conspiracy 
to overthrow the Government. The article stated that the NOULBNS were unable 
to establish citizenship enisitling them to extraterritorial protection. 


"New 


A news clipping appeared injtjje<July 9, 1934 issue of the 
York YlTorld Telegram" -written by GERALDIIS^ORTAIN sta-ted that she had inter-* 
viewed AGNES SMEDLEY in«^er Greenwich Village apartment and SMEDLEY had stated 
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China was at that time on the brink of what may be the greatest disaster in 
history^ armed intervention of the foreign power's to crush the powerful Red 
Ari^y of Soviet China# 

The article stated that Miss Sli^IEDLEY described the "mass upstjrg© 
of the peasants and intellectuals in China as the most gigantic struggle of 
modern times#” She acpused CHIANG Kkl SHM of betraying the real revolution 
in China# ^ 

There was also contained an article which appeared in the "New 
York. Times” of January 10, 1937, the same being a nev/s dispatch from Nanking, 
China,dated January 9, 1937, which stated that a Chinese Government spokesman 
had stated the Chinese Government was "highly indignant” over the anti^Governijierit, 
pro-^Oomiiliihibt broadcasts made almost daily from Sian by "an Amei'ican woman, 

AGNIS SMEpLEY#” Her talks have been highly ihflammatpry and her remarks 
were in behalf^ of the Communist cause.#” The Chinese stated that they had 
been watcMhg MiAs SIffiDLEY’s activities for some years "and Wer^ formerly under 
the impression she was merely a writer with radical leanings, now they know 
she is a member of the Communist Party and this has added to the^r cpncern#” 

The article, further stated that the offipial issuing the statement 
stated that she had strongly advocated the imited front idea arid other projects 
conflicting with established Government policies* "She has also tried to give 
the impression that all China was being dominated by the Chinese Communists>" 

The article indicated that the official had been asked whether the Chinese 
Government would make representations to the American authorities relative to 
Miss SMEDLEY^s activities arid the spokesman had stated nothing had been done 
as yet# 

There was also contained a news clipping frpm the May, 1937 issue 
of the "New York Herald Tribune" which y/as a published letter from AGMES SMEDliEY 
dated March 27, 1937 from Yeimanfu N Shensi, China, addressed to the "New York 
Herald Tribune"* In her, letter Miss SIVEDLEY stated she had heard articles 
had appeared in the press connecting her with the Chinese Communist Party and 
y/ith the Communist International and she state^ci they are "simplyrcharging tie 
with conducting Communist propaganda.” She further stated, tha^hel* pictures 
appeared in an American magazine referring to'her as IIAU TSJJj^^NGIs ally and 
a recent article in the "China Vfeekly Review” of Shanghai^ stated her to'be an 
adviser to the Red leaders# In her l^tt.er Mss SLEDLEY branded those statp- 
ments as false and claimed to be a free lance writer, writing wij;h direotlj^is 
from anyone# She stated she had been in the'Soviet regions Gollectihg liiaterial 
for a new book and had no connection with the Contmunist Party anywhere# 
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There was also contained a clipping from the ferch 28, 1938 "ifevv 
York Times", which was a news dispatch from Hankov/ dated Iferch 27.- This 
article stated that AG13ES SlsEDLEY had been prominent in the work of gathering 
supplies and as representing th^^jSmerican League for Peac e and Democracy in 
Hankow and that she had announced ^'Ke 'formation of a China Coinmift©e df the 
-^^hina Aid Council, recently organized by the League. 

The article further stated that T. V. SOONG and Dr. ROBERT’^IIi/I 
of the Chinese Red Cross were on the Committee. There was also a news clipping 
from the "New York Times" of April 18, 1940 which was based on a vj’ireleas 
received from Chvihgking on April 17, 1940, which stated that AGNES SJIEDLEY, 
well-known American witer ^d left wing political worker. Had arrived ih 
Chungking after spending 18 months virith the Chinese guerrilas in Andwei and 
was enroute to the Kweiyahg headquarters of th^^iinese Red Cross with which 
she was connected^ ' , 

There was -also a news clipping taken from the August 25, 1943 issue 
of the "New York Herald Tribune" which article was in- regard to an interview 
with AGNES SHEDLEY; this was stated to be her first interview since returning 
to America soon after Pearl Harbor. The article stated that she had been 
recuperating from an illness contracted in the Chinese interior. It further 
stated that she had been a correspondent for the "J&nchoster Guardian." 

The article stated that she had been interviewed in the home gf 
a friend in Greenwich Village, It stated she had first gone to China in 1928 
and after the invasion of China had managed to get to the front with the 8t.h 
Route Army and in 1938 had become a field worker for the Chinese Red Cross 
and for the next four years she had marched with the ChiiJlese Ariry. The article 
continued that she was in Nev/ York City attending to dets-ils of her nevir book* 
" Battle Hvm n ^ China " .to be released by ALFRED A. KNOPF on September 7, 194'3;, 
There was a^o a- clipping from the "New York Times" of January 28, 1945 v/hich 
stated that AGNES SlvIEDLEY in speaking at the Vassar College Political As:so>Giar> 
tion stated that through years of association with Chinese she felt the dnTy 
basis for Unity in China was a coalition government, "a government is needed 
which will abolish the Kuomintang Party dictatorship, institute a bill of • 
rights and end the tliree systems of secret police." 




At the Library ••for the Blind, newspaper section, 137 West 25th 
Street, New York City, the "Daily fforker" of .September 1., 1934 was made a'^ail-^ 
able in Miich appeared a book review of " China^ s Red Iferohes" by ISIDQR-E T 

^,>^GMIEIDER. The. article starts but by criticizing the booF'bF* iCEMETH_ - 

’OURETTE, former Yale professor., published, earlier than 1-934 because it only 
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devoted one paragraph to the establishment of the Chinese Soviet and what it 
told was a lie* The reviewer stated that AGNES SlffiDLEY^s book is the story 
of the most inspiring revolutionary aohievement since the Russian revolution, 
a movement which'all revolutionary v/orkers should learn about# 

The article goes on to describe the territory being conquered 
by the Soviets and also the Nanking Government is accused of permitting horri¬ 
fying atrocities. The review continues by stating the Chinese Commimists had 
to purge themselves and the purged and steeled party held its first congress . 
in November, 1931 and at this* congress the Chinese Socialist Soviet. Republic 
was born# . • , . .' 

The reviewer stated the inspiring story of AGNES SI'/EDLEY, which 
she tells so vividly and so poxverfully; the story that there is no str^gfnep 
or remoteness even in the Chinese names; that the people the book deals wit^a 
are our comrades; we are close to them; their struggle is burs; that brings 
us so near the 7\rorld revolutionary front; that lets us see, in the very 
process and as if we were there, the construction of the’Second Socialist 
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^On December 15, 1^4 Confidential Informan- g D Applied a letter 
concerning AGKES SEiEDLEY, presently residing at Yaddo Foundation, 


Jaratoga Springsi New York.'^mYibjlfeHIGiiKI, 219 V/est 14th Street, New York City, 


in writing to AGNES SMEDLEY on Novenibor 11, 1944 thanked Miss SIvIBDLBY for 
sending her the pictures of Japanese soldiers. In the letter she asked SLIEDLE.'. 
for permission to use the pictures in a paper for publication. She described - 
the paper as being a Japanese liberal paper published in New York just once a 
month. She enclosed tickets of a meeting sponsored by 'a "progressive Japanese 
organization", stating that "they would like to have you one qf the spesskers and 
asked me to find out whether you would be available." She described some people 
in the organization to be "radical, others liberal and some even confused. It‘u 
a small organizo.tion but they are working quite hard for the cause." This letter 
is being retained in the files of the Albany Field Office, a 


_ Another- letter supplied bvfConfidential InformAnt DiWoT 

I dated 

November 8, 1944 to Miss AGl^^ SMEDLEY. In this letter | [ asked SiilEDItBY 

where She can telephone her to arrange for an appointment., stating that she 
has-been asked to deliver a message t o SMEDLEY personally which she believes 
vTould be of interest to Mss SMEDLEY, | states that she is presently 

-attending teachers opllege and also teaching practically every evening#- 


-n Another letter received by SI^IEDLEY on November 16, 1944 from 

_ explains that she thought Sliil^LEY was living in Now York City and goes 

on to explain why she wanted to ge^in touch wi th her. Stie stated that She 
had received a-.letter frQp^LMLiiJ^AJPAI asking] jto get in touch with 

SMEDLEY. ! I states that SMEDilSY might recall BAJFAI as a chemist who was 

connected with the Young India organization at the time, of the Lajpat Rai and 
later worked very closely with SAILEN untiI? ^i.JLEN w ent back to India. She k 
further described BAJPAI as a good fr iend of l | that he is one of the most 

sincere and unselfish men that T~ I had met in the Indian movement., BAJPAI 
is working for the government in Washington and he is coniiScted with the "Voice 
of India," -She- further states in her letter that "in addition to knowin g of 
this work as all liberals do,, he has also heard a great deal from t SAILBxg 

and me." ' , 


- In. writing to_ B/iJPAI asked the folloiiAng, "Would you like 

to work in Washington? Would you like a *well paid job* thS-^l^-*7oice. of 
India'," BAJPAI’s.^ address is as. followsi Iv!k%^^JflAiL-J5;#-^^iJPAI, 1753 Q Street, 
W», Washihgbon, 'D. C.; 


These two letters are also being retained in the files of the 
Albany Field Office. , 
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j A portion of a letter which had been written by AGIffiS SIliEDLSY to 
ISHj?uAK I which had been destroyed was supplied byTConfidential Informant 
reads as follov/s: ^ 




and AYA: 


**Shall I do as this man requests? I have had 
enough of fronting for Communists and I donH want 
to take even the first step tov/ard this in America* 

I think Communists, with whose program I disapproved 
before Pearl Harbor, ♦should present their own cause* 
I will insist on their right to do so and will fight 
for that basic right. But they have attacked me for 
years and I do not see why they should now ask my 



stipport •" 


Another letter received fr OHi(^onfidential Informantl _ InAd^ ^) 

been addressed t^ Miss AGUES SLIKDLSY. by | "l 

Women* s Division^N^ational Citizens Political Action Committee, Piotel Shelton, 
Nev/ York 17, Hew York on November 11, 1944 is set forth below# This letter 
is being retained in the files of the Albany Field Office* 

"Dear Miss Smedley: 

I feel sure you share with me the tremen¬ 
dous joy and satisfaction at the outcome of the 
©lection, I cannot begin to thank you enough 
for your full cooperation during our pre-election 
xvork# 

"In iry opinion such a committee as ours must 
. continue to function. After the end of November 
7 /-e shall be witing to you again to tell you what 
has been decided as to the future of the National 
Citizens Pod,itical Action Committee. I do hope 
that you vjrill be as helpful then as you have been 
in the past ^ 

"With sincorest thanks and personal regards, 

I emi * 
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AGNIS SMEDLEY sponsored the raffling of a silver bowl for the 
^^(l^ultvural Workers of Chungking in December, 1944, the proceeds of which she 
desired to send to China* for the assistance of Madame SUIJ. The silver bov/1 
v/as a 10" Gorham Sterling Silver fruit or salad bov/1 which was given by 
KATHERIflE AKHS PQRTSR to SIi/IEDLEY from her v/edding silver. The original price 
of the bowl was $60.00 and the proceeds received from the raffle of this bowl 
amounted to approximately |160,00, Approximately 500 tickets at 25/ each wore 
sold-and contributions in checks from the following individuals were also 
received by Miss Sl'IEDLEY. 


ICATHERINE Alfl'IE^RTER.$5,00 

ELIZABETH AI/ES (in memory 
of IIARJORIE PEABODY YiTAITE)....15.00 

AGNES S.ifflDXEY. . 5,00 

I I ... .3.50 

(All of these people are residing at Yaddo, Saratoga Springs.) 

Three Skidmore Girls.. 3,00 

..10.00 

5.00 


b7C 


In attempting to have th e prooeeds^f this raffle fonmrded to 
China, Miss SMEDLEY communicated with i I for 

the China Ald^ounc.ll’^^*Amerioan Committee for Chinese ?rar Orphans, 1790 Broad¬ 


way, New Yorjc 19, Nev/ York. 

s JOn January 24, 1945 Confidential 
that AGNES SIEDLEY had received from | 
taining the following information. 


I-1 . 


Informant 


VJ. 



prodXtced a letter 
]dated December 14> 1944 con^ 


hlC 

b2 

b7D 


"We can receive funds only for Mad^e SUN* s projects in 
Yenan and other northern guerillo/^eas. The war f\nld won’t 
allow us to send any other funds to China with our allot¬ 
ment . If funds are sent to us we have to count them as 
part of our allotment, (This doesn’t apply to funds 
sent us from countries other than the United States, ' 

’Ne tack those onto our regular funds without any sub- 
jtiractions.) So- it would be better to let the funds 
for artists and writers go to China some other way if 
possible. We can never find anyone to take bank notes." 
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In this same letter dated December 14, 1944 1 _[states 

as follows: ”I saw GERTR UDE BI^ER today# She wants you to in touch with 
her when you*re herer* She's in the phone book.” 


"fconf idential Inf ormant | | further adviseU^h^ a letter was 

vTTitten by | [ to AGNES SMEDLEY- on December 28, 1944 containing the 



follovj-ing information: 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


as 


\ Te've sold all t he tickets. At least I suppose we have 
I took some yesterday and said she knev/ 
could sell them. I will send you all* the money 


she 
January 2 


or 3. 


“And the good news is that I have a way t o send the cul - 
tural funds . A friend of I^dame SUg' s is | 1 - 

of the Ofll in Kunming . His vaf e wa^ in tod^y and .she 
said she could send the money to | | and get him to turn 
it over to lladame SUN - I am delighted. ?/hen you send it 
to us, 1^11 sen d it t o I I who w ill in 

turn send it to | 1 by raonoy order - | 

She had a letter frorii Madame SUN which the latter had 
written to | 1” 


] is OK. 


In this same letter 


b7C 


states; “General STILL7/ELL 
Y/rote me the nicest note in answer^Tonn^rTe^U^er to him. He said he v/as 
glad to know that I can read between the linos.” / 


This information, including the letters fromj_|to 

AGNES SMEDLSY regarding the raffle of the silver bovv’l and the proposed ul¬ 
timate disposition of the money received are being retained in the files 
of the Albany Field Division. . 


b7C 


A review of the Albany Field Office files reflects that the 
December 7, 1944 issue of the “Skidmore Nev/s”, Saratoga Springs, Nev/ York 
contains an article by AGNES SlifflDLEY with the heading “Yaddo Author Discusses 
Nev7 Force - In the article SIvJEDLEY states: 

“This article on the whole is about tho 'New Force.' which^during . 
the last elections a radio commentator said 'has entered iunerican life and..is 
operating with religious fervor.' That is the CIO-PAC and the Nationa 1 tiz©ns 

.PAC^which were formed about a year and a half before the elections ana swept 
the countiy like a forest fire*” 
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In this article SlilEDLEY goes on to state^/YChinese propagandists 
in the United States coining from the ruling class of their country would have 
us believe that everything vrould be all right if only the •malcontents and 
subversive elements’ would ’tremble and“obey.’ ” She further states that 
upon returning to own country" after nearly a quarter of a century in 
foreign, lands, "I found an America - this was before Pearl Harbor - which 
I could hardly recognize,.From far away China I had come to glamorize'ray 
native land as a land of pure'and qUst.'- democracy, I stiffered from, but 
could not tmderstand entirely, why America sold war materials to Japan, and 
T thought it due to ignorance of .our people of the Far East, So upon my 
return I tried to enlighten them, 

. "Few were interested. Many thought me a ’subversive element,’ 

Business men .attacked me as a threat to their Japanese trade,.....," 

She continued, "Viev/ing my Ovm country I thought of a people rush¬ 
ing toward their doom, without thinking of anything beyond their, o'vjn private 
interests. Above all, they resented deeply anj/' new idea that disturbed them 
in their rush forvirard--to what? In fact, it sometimes seemed dangerous'to 
question anything, to cry out; ’Haiti ThinlcI You ARE your brother’s keeperl' 

...During our recent elections, and for years before, we realized that 

though Hitler’s Arir^y’- might be defeated, militarily, on the battlefield, still 
the basic Nazi philosophy of the super-race had sunk deep roots in our country. 
The Nazi propaganda against Jews and the colored races seems to be as wide¬ 
spread in our country as in Germany. Our.reactionaries have tried, and failed, 
to come to power by raising racial and class hatred, but their failure is but 
temporary. The idea that working men and vfomen, or those who are not native- 
born citizens, or those who were not of the Christian ffeith, are second-grade 
citizens, has been openly propagated, 

"These issues came before our people in tragically dramatic form 
after the C JO . organized its Pol itical Ac tion CgiTimi.t±.ee., Congressmen, and our 
great industrial and f inanciiiirbarons^ whom they represented, had nightmares 
viThen the CIO-PAC was organized. SIDI^EX^feSiLIMN, the PAC leader was called a 
Jew and a pants-maker, though the very men who raised this charge pretend to 
worship Jesus, who was a Jew, and who Himself had been a carpenter and a rebel. 
Only‘^^[a]^nese, propaganda throughout Asia forced us to revise our exclusion 
laws against' Chinese and, to give up ■fehe old unequal treaties which the western 
powers had harnessed on China following the defeat of China in the British 
Opium War of 1839-42. Our great nev/spapers and magazines, such as the Luce 
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publications, began to propagate a new^ brand,of imperialism, staying this is 
the ^American Centinry:' that America will determine the future fate of the 
world* 

"Because of all such developments, I joined the National Citi¬ 
zen's Political Action Committee, which originally arose as an adject of 
the CIO-^AC. Progressive Americans tlriroughout the country who were not mem¬ 
bers unions, allied themselves with this organization in order to 

prevent reactionaries from coming to power. Together with the CIO-PAC we 
achieved that one purpose, though we existed for only a year and a half before 
the elections." 

The article goes on to state, "As I see it, the futxnre role of 
the National Citizen^s PAG is a militant educational one. • • •. • .The question— 
a life and dqath question—for us is: are we going to become a politically 
enlightened people who imderstand every issue of our country and of the world? 
Are we going to go on, as in the^past, leaving politics in the hands of 
professional politicians who, in most cases, are representatives of the great 
industrial and financial barons of our country? Are we going to be, as before 
the war, mortally.^fraid of every new idea that might disturb the groove in 
which our minds rim? Are^we. going to'approach the mighty peoples* resistance 
movements of Europe and Asia as if they were a menace to our pocket-books, even 
when most of our pocketbooks are flat? Are we going to continue to regard 
Soviet Russia as a poisonous country in the clutch of Communists who have 
beards, horns and hooves, armed with .a bomb in one hand and a dagger through 
the teeth, as the Hearst press delights to picture them? Are we going to be 
afraid to listerf to or sit in the presence of a progressive American lest we 
catch Communism? Are we afraid of studying and discussing and thinlcing in 
order to know just what are the social theories of Socialism or Communism? 

Or, for that matter, of Democracy?••••...• / 

"The role of the CIO-PAC and of the National Citizen*s PAG is 
to enlighten the American mind, to replace fear and hatred with knowledge 
and with a course of civilized political action... 

She closes the article with statement, ”We possess the poli-r 
tical democratic machinery with which to become a torch in the world's dark¬ 
ness* But will we prepare oirrselves to use it?" 
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In the ..iSanie issue of the "Slcidiaore News” of December 7/ 194“4V' 
there is an article**M.th the heading, ’’AGIIES SIvEDLEY Leads 300 in Letter of 
Protest to Presideiiil and State Department," The article goes on to state, 

"On Tuesday night t^he Recreatibh Center was the scone of a spontaneous expres¬ 
sion of campus indi|^ation against the imperialistic policy of the British 
government toward Greek people,” ' 

The letter, which was sent to President Roosevelt, the State 
Department, Senators IvHEAD and lYAGMER, the "New York Times", the "New York 
Tribune", "PM”, ther^'Saratogian" and colleges throughout the country, v/as ' 
signed by over 300 indents and faculty members of Skidmore College and citi¬ 
zens of Saratoga Sp^Mngs, • . 

The leiller, which was dated. Deceiriber 5, 1944, protested the 
cold-blooded massab^e of Greek patriots of the Resistance Forces in the streets 
of Athens this pas-ll^-Sunday, It stoted that, "By our inaction to^rards this 
massacre, we sanctd^n the deed and render ourselves a partner in this infamous 
affairi" It prote^-ed the action of the British who are patrolling the streets 
of Athens v/ith tafias,-, and who have brazenly ordered Greek citizens to leave 
their' own city. - 


The letter went on to state, "it is hardly necessary for us to 
inform you, I.tr, President, that, we Americans were born in revolution, and 
our policy of supp.,^ting or tolerating in any respect British action''in Greece, 
is a violation of the basic principles upon which our nation v/as founded. 

The eyes of all freedom-seeking countries are upon us Americans today, and we 
here believe that tnon-intervention is isolationism.’ -We refuse to allow 
fear of antagonizing our British ally to interfere-wit^ii our basic principles 
of humanity and jutt ice ," 


The article claims, "We Americans wish to support the 90 per cent 
of the Greek peo.p^H^, who have fought and suffered for the freedom of their 
country for so ihmgi* The British government, however, is supporting a 10 
per cent group of 4reek collaborationists and a government of agents v/hom it 
appointed outside :!iireeoe and brought ba.ok to be in power over the Greek peoploi 
The British Gover^ent and its Generals and troops in Greece speak for them¬ 
selves, but not f’©^ all the allies. Certainly they do not speak for the 
Araorioan people, paid we believe they do not speak for the British.people 
either. Neither ^ Americans nor the British people are interested in pre¬ 
serving British vested interest op the British appointed agents—crudely 
called the Greek Government—v/ho protect these interests. 
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keeping silent 'about Greece, we eloquently approve British 
policy against the expressed will and desire of the Greek people# 


”Furthermore, we do not believe it right for the Government of 
one nation—‘in this instance, the British—to choose and put in power the 
Government of another--in this instance, the Greeks# 

learn that our Government has cut off re^^ef supplies to tho 
Greek people, and ive interpret this as a deliberate act if 'support British 
troops and their Greek Fascist supporters, and to crush ti.,, people*s libera¬ 
tion movement by starvation# ?/e wish.to inform you categorically that v/e* 
Americans have paid for those relief supplies, and we how demand tho-t they bo 
delivered to the people of Greece####* 

”We wish to inform you further that we Americans do not intend 
to be caught sleeping a.t the switch of history a second time# We intend to 
follow every action of our Government's domestic and foreign policy, and to 
express our will to our elected representatives# In this instance, we demand 
support for the people of Greece who have appealed to our country for under¬ 
standing and support against Greek and British reaction#” 

The files of the Albany Field Division also contain a copy -of a 
publicatioii^^*^Sikh Voice”, Issue No# 2, dated December 1, 1944# This is a 
bulletin o|!^^halsa Diwan Society, Vancouver, B# C», Sikh Temple, 1866 West 
Second Avenue# On the second page of this bulletin under the heading "Speak¬ 
ing of India”, there was an article entitled ”NEIIRU and JEFFERSON*” The 
following comment^is contained in this article: 

"AGNES S^ffiDLEf, in a rocenb edition of ^The V oice >6 f India*, a 
Tfashington publication, has written an article in which she o^^areii^WAH^L^^ 
to THOB^IAS JEFFERSON, the'historic American champion of liberty. The 
caparison is apt# In her article she records a number of opinions of various 
individuals, and their reaction to NEHRU*s imprisonment#” 

There is set' forth in this article a quotation of a professor who 
states, "To speak frankly, I am tired of the British Empire, and this includes 
the way they handle Indians#" The professor*s statement is to the effect that 
1I3HRU embodies all the principles for which wo are supposed to be fighting, 
yet they have locked him up for the eighth time# ”They*ve taken half of his 
adult life.” 
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In another quotation that AGUES SJffiDLEY incorporated in her 
article comparing NEHRU and JEFFERSON, she sets forth a statement made by 
another individual, "What I want to know is what we are fighting for. If a 
man like NEHRU can spend years in prison, what in hell is this war about. 

What am I doing out here?" This statement from an American Sea-Bee in the 
South Pacific. 

The article sets forth a paragraph, "The article pays tribute 
to NEHRU for his xuiflinching opposition to both fascism and the stranglehold 
that imperialists have maintained on his country. His courage in the face of 
powerful opposition to all of those things that he believes is such as to 
place him in the same position in the Indian scene as JEFFEEiSON occupied in 
the American." 

"In closing, AGNES SlffiDLEY states: 'On NEHRU's fifty-fifth 
birthday, I shall honor him as I honor THOIvIAS JEFFERSON who was the source 
of the best there is in American life. JEFFERSON is dead and we cannot call 
him back. NEHRU is living, and it is up to us to liberate him not after the 
war, but now,/and to see that his voice and principles are heard and respected 
in all preparation for the post-\7ar vrorld'." 

This article in the "Sl ^h V^i ce" appears in the "Voice of India", 
November, 1944 issue. Volume 1, No. sT/K'appears on page 42 under the head¬ 
ing, "NEHRU and JEFFERSON by AGNES SMEDLEY." 

Tho Albany Office is also in possession of a rough draft copy 
of a speech believed to be typewritten by AGNES SMSDLEY in which she attempts 
to relate an incident which demonstrates the origin of the present dis- 
vinity in China. She claims that it is not an isolated incident but can be • 
duplicated a thousand-fold in north, eastern and central China since 1940, , 
when the Kuoraintang blockade against the Communist-led 8th Route and New 4th 
Armies was established. 

She goes on to state that in'January, 1940 she wa.s in the field 
headquarters' of General CHANG TZB^HUNG, a northern Glhb-ral, who commanded the 
entire Chinese right-v/ing armies in the mountain ranges rlorth^Test of Hankow in 
central China, She claimed that- she spent three months with Communist guerill 
in that area with the permission of General CHANG, 
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In this speech SMEDLEY is loud in her praise for the Coirmunist-led 
armies, namely the 8th Route eind the New Fourth Annies, and claims that the 
Kuomintang government and its armies betrayed its own people by opperessing and 
alienating them mtil at times the people saw little difference between the Japa¬ 
nese and the Kuomintang armies and officials. 


She states in this speech, "As everyone who knows China realizes, 
the struggle is not between the Kuomintang and Communism. It is betv/een 
reaction and democracy. The Communists have adopted and lived up to the only 
x‘’orm of democracy virhich the Chinese people have ever knovm, and if it has 
weaknesses, these are inherent in'the bitter conditions and hostility voider which 
they labor and fight." • 


She further claims, "The Kuomintang has tyied to circvimvent these 
democratic demands by offering bribes to the Communists of a few seats in the 
government where they would have ’.face’ but no pov/er. It agreed to a conference 
of political par:^|es but on condition that this be a ‘consultative’ body or a 
kind of debating society with no power like the present People’s Political 
Council, The Kuomintang agreed to recognize the legality of the Chinese Com- 
launist Party provided it surrendered its armies to the Kuomintang, a party of 
dictatorship whose record is black and filled with tyranny and corruption toward 
the Chinese people. ’■ 

"I believe the Chinese Communists, and all Chinese democrats, would 
be guilty of treason to their people if they accepted these Kuomintang terms 
instead of holding out and fighting for democracy," 

She goes on to state, "It is my conviction that if we continue to 
recognize the Kuomintang dictatorship and if wo obey the Kuomintang demand that 
we land troops on China’s coast and recapture the Communist-led guerrilla bases 
and turn them over to the Kuomintang, we will go down in history as an imperialist 
power. If we do this, we will eventually throw all China into a nation-wide 
civil'war which will also sweep over into all Southeast Asia, including In,dia. 

That would bring liberation to Asiatic peoples, but it would cause decades of 
bloodshed and engender bitterness and suspicion for centuries. 


"Should such a tragedy develop^ I iiyself would quote Jefferson 
by saying; ’Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God,’ But there is another 
way—the democratic way. There is no other v/ay. This way means, among count¬ 
less other things, that in the forthcoming conference of the United Nations at 
San Francisco, that Chinese democrats, including the Chinese Communists, should 
have a voice. We cannot expect the Chinese people to abide by any decisions 
made against their will and interests." 
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jCo^idential Inrorman H I produced a letter dated October^ff, 

1944 from daily, 164 Duane Street, New York 13, New York, to AGNES I 

SIffiDLEY, Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, New York. This letter enclosed a check for 
$200.00 to Miss SMEDLEY in full payment for her manuscript, article or work 
entitled ’’CRISIS IN CHINA,' DEFEAT MD DISUNITY." 

Another letter dated November 7, 1944 from the "PM" daily to 
AGNES SMEDLEY enclosed a check for $75.00 which was tendered in full payment 
for Miss SMEDLEY’s manuscript, article or work entitled "STILLWELL SCAPEGOAT 
FOR CHIANG’S DEFEATS." 

Another letter dated November 28, 1944 from the "PM" daily to 
AGNES SMEDLEY enclosed a check for $75.00 which was tendered in full payment 
for her manuscript, article or work entitled "CHUl^KING DEALS NEW HAND WITH OLD 
DECK." 

A letter dated December 14, 1944 from the "PM" daily to AGNES' 
SJffiDLEY states that the "PM" daily had 'picked "on one pictu re and j^omise b7C 
to use it in the future." The letter, which ■was -written t>y l I con*7 

binues, "I am sending, under separate cover, a check for $60 in payment for 
the use of six of your pictures in connection with last Sunday’s piece. This 
is at our regular picture rate, and I know it doesn’t nearly come up to vdiat 
’Life’ would have paid you. However, I dare say, there are compensations," 


k fidential Informanl J F ^s^prT^uoed a'letter dated February ^2 

ifac-g g.ino” 51 Q North Michigan Avenue, 'Chicago 11, ]a 7 £) 

Illinois signed by_ _[Managing Editor, addressed to Miss 

SMEDLEY, The letter enoTcJ’sed a check for $150,00 in payment for her manu- b7C 
script about Colonel CARLSON at Saipan, 

It is to be noted that AG1®S SlffiDLEY has a contract with the 
National Concert and Artists S.orporation, 71 1 Fifth Avenue. New York 22, New 
York, and communicates quite frequently with I ~ ~ I the Director, ] 37 q 

SIvlEIDLEY, on November 18, 1944, appeared on "Th®<’^^ople’s Platforni" 
over CBS in New York City in a discussion with JOHs)otOETTE, J, B,. PCMELL and 
VINCENf^HEEAN on the topic, "China and the War." ' . / '~ 
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On February 22, 1945 SIM)LEY also appeared, on the prograni>^ Tovai 
Hall of the Air” over the radio at 8:00 P, M» Her speech was on China and 
she “received a'fee of |150*00 for this appearance. 

On January 3, 1945 SJ-IEDLEy gave a talk before the Rotary Club at 
Saratoga Springs, New York, .and this office has a newspaper clipping from the 
"Saratogian” of Janmry 4, 1945 reporting a portion of her talk. The news 
item states, "AGNES SMEDLEY, author and authority on Chinese affairs,.took the 
Hotary Club behind the political scene in China yesterday and pictured an 
autocratic government so intent on retaining power that it has battled other 
Chinese instead of the Japs,..She asserted that lease-lend goods from 
the United States were used by the CHIANG / fcAI-SHBK government against the so- 
called Communist guerilla forces even as Japanese armies v/ore threatening to 
split China in two. Array trucks from the United States intended for the 
defense army, were used by civilian officials to cart off their household fvir- 
nishings in the path of the advancing Japs, 

"This situation, she said, was at the bottom of the demand by 
GHIANG for the r^all of General JOSEPH W, STIL5VELL, who was commanding general 
of the United States forces in China a,nd chief of staff to General CHIANG. 
General STILWELL had been refused adeqxxate Chinese troops for training, and 
had sought to supervise the distribution and use of lease-lend supplies in 
China, CHIANG turned these requests dovm.. Meantime there was available in 
North China a force of half a million men in the Commimist-guerilla rs-nks whose 
appeal for a united China v/as rejected by the CHIANG administration, the author 
declared,.. 

"She expressed the hope there might eventually develop a strong, 
united, democratic China, Meantime, she said, the nation is ruled by a clique 
as autocratic as anj'’ ruler in Fascist Europe," 

The files of the Albany Field Office also reflect a news item 
taken from the "Saratogian" of December 15, 1944, Saratoga Springs, Nev/ York, 
This item is in the form of a letter to the editor entitled, "China’s Plight," 
It sets forth the plight of China, stating that hundreds of Chinese cultural 
workers are living in the direst poverty. Tuberculosis has been rampant among 
them. 
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It mentions the case of CHCfJ' TAO-FEN, the most noted publicist 
of China (the opinion of AGUES SIBLEY), who hns 'just died a long slow death 
of himger and. hardship. It stated that he was one of the foxmders and chair¬ 
man of the Life Publishing Company which, until suppressed in lc.te 193,9, 
published war books and booklets, a newspaper, and the largest monthly maga¬ 
zine in the coiintry, with millions of circulo-tion. 

She goes on to assert that the state of affairs in China has been 
due to the policy of the ruling Kuomintang, or nationalist party. 

The article also mentions Madame SUN/YAI SEU. v/idov/ of the late 
Dr. SUN YAT SEN, fovinder of the Chinese .Republic.^ Mad^e SUN YAT SEN, accord¬ 
ing to Ivliss, SMEDLEY, has just reported to the C hina AidyC o un cil of United 
Relief that the Chinese Anti-Japanese Writers AFsociat^n of Chungking has 
held a benefit and raffle to raise money to aid its members s.nd other cul¬ 
tural workers. ' . 


The article closes by an appeal by Itiss SMEDLEY to the fellow 
citizens of Saratoga Springs and neighboring regions to sacrifice some personal 
pleaswes. during the holidays and send a sum of money from ^1.00 and up to 


a fund which will be sent to Madamo SUN at Chungking to distribute to cultyal 
.workers. - 

^ Confidential Informantj_P^so'^roduced a letter which was written 

by FT.T.A '^TWTBR, 25 Reservoir Street, Cambridge, 38, Ifessachusetts on February 
13, 1945 toAGHES SMEDLEY. The letter in part states, "^-could not find out 
anything whatever about your husband in Moscow. I am terribly sorry. But 
you’ve no idea how difficult it was to get in touch with living people. I 
think after the war it may be easier. It took me months to unearth the wife 
and child of a friend \vho had been evacuated from sWlingrad." 


ELLA WINTER thanks SMEDLEY for her letter of introduction to Sir 
ARCHIBALD who she describes as an "absolutely charming gent." ELLA WINTER 
further states that she is presently trying to "pin down my six months in 
Russia." 


A review of the files of the Albany Field Division reflects that 
ELLA WINTER is presently the wife of DONALD OGDE^^M/'iRT. She is also the 

former Mrs. LINCOLN^^EFFENS. She is presently living v/ith her husband._ 

STEFIART, at 25 Reservoir Street, Cambridge 38 , Massachusetts.. _ 

T 1 is, a student at the Naval ROTC at Harvard University. 
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ELLA- WINTER returned this past Christmas from a trip to Russia> 
and she is ciirVwriting for the "New York Post" under the name of ELLA 
TifINTER., ELLA WINTER was supposed to speak on "The Soviet People At War" at 
the Samuel Adams School, 37 Providence Street, Boston, Massachusetts, a Com¬ 
munist front school project, at 8:15 P. M» on March 11, 1945. She was to 
relate her experiences in the Soviet Union and in Roumania lander Soviet occu¬ 
pation and discuss the activities of the,^f^’ree Germany Committee", Soviet 
plans for reconstruction and post-war tra^e, apd attitudes of the Soviet people 
towards the United States. Ho\’irever, WINTER did not speak on March 11 at the 
Samuel Adams School, and the lecture was necessari^^ cancelled. 


^onfident ial Informant _ I advi s e^Jt' 

i1^ author and volunteer in the Chines 


tancelled. 

SISED] 


AGNES SIffiDLEY, a war 
ed Cross, spoke Iferoh 10, 
""®?s"a5husetts, and there 
ing 30 Chinese. About 


correspondent, author and volunteer in the Chinese ^ed Cross, spok 
1945 at the services of the Community ChurcR,Boston, NicfWaShusetts 
were approximately 450 persons in attendance, including 30 Chinese 
20 per cent of the audience were negroes. SMEDLEY spoke on the su 
"The Struggle for D emocracy in Ghihp." An , appeal for contribution 
I l ^rought in approx4mately $1154.00. ^According to 
following statements were made by the subject. 



- 

> 

the Q 


1. "There is absolutely no democracy in China. Generalissimo CHIA^- KAI-SH EK 
rules China with an iron fist. His influence radiates throughjout all 
China," 


2, "There are groups in China today fighting for democratic policies. They 
are those in the Communist Armies and a group of organizations formed into 
a Democratic league," 

3, "The refusal of the Generalissimo to give due consideration to the demands 
for democracy has resulted in a disunited China." 

4. "The Generalissimo has been able to propagandize the American people into 
thinking that there is some semblance of democracy in China. There 'are 
three newspapers in New York whoso policies are controlled by the Kuomin- 
tang in China," 

5. "The Kuomintang is the ruling party inChina, dominated by the Generalissimo, 
■^hinese students entering this country for the purpose of studying are 

dril'TSd'Tji the practices and beliefs of the ruling party before they leave 
China, The' Generalissimo takes no change on those potential leaders being 
imbued with American democracy." 
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6, "I have been on the front lines with the Communist Armies. They are sincere 
in their attitudes toward a unitedChina, They started out with 40,000 

men and soon increased this number to 600,000,- They have fought valiantly 
and suffered tremendously,” 

7, "The Generalissimo's prorais^”"^ a people's assembly and a constitution for 
China is only a hoa::. Plans ..ave already been perfected so that the 
people's assembly will be handpicked by the ruling party controlled by 
the Generalissimo," 

8, "The Generalissimo has attempted to appease the Communists by offering a 
couple of cabinet posts to them,- They refused to fall for this subter¬ 
fuge," 

9, "There is a real fight for democracy shaping up in China,- Unless the 
ruling party sees the handwriting on the wall and acts accordingly, there 
may be civil war in China," 

10, "Despite the fact that Madame CHIAMG JkA.I.?S,HBK .spent quite some time in, 

this country, it seems that she is m general accord with the ruling policjr 
of the Generalissimo," ' . 


11, "Our own government seems to have catered to the ruling party too much, 
JOSEEH STILYifELL was removed not because of inefficiency, but to satisfy 
the whims of the Generalissimo." 


12. “The Communists in China have revealed their desires for the future of 
China and they are not based on a proletariat dictatorship. They are 
genuinely democratic, I am not a Communist, and I do not know much about 
the American Communists, but I know that I felt completely at home in the 
presence of the Chinese Communists," 


Confidential Informant 


□ 


lhas advised that on October 31, 1944 


AGNES SMSDLEY appeared at the Van Curler Hotel, Schenectady, New York v^here 
she addressed a rally for President Roosevelt’s re-electio n which was sponso red 
by the CPA of Schenectady^ Nev/ York# She v/as presented ^y \ ~ I who 

v\ras chairman of the meetings who referred to her as a ’’Fellow Traveler*” 

He made the statement, ”We are called Fellow Travelers, and we don’t know qui"*" 
who it is that wo are fellow traveling with” andvthen he introduced AGNES 
as a bqna fide Fellow Traveler#^^^^^ b2 

b7D 
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b2 

b7D 

b7C 

b7C 




,_J states that \ _ 

Organizer for the CPA, in talking with^ 


former C apital District Section 
~l a member of the CPA 


anything to say about the 
described SISEDLEY as being 


in Schenectady, wanted to know v/hether SMEDI 
red baiting that was going on at that time, 
wonderful, stating, "She let them have it. I mean she had a theme, a quotation 
that she used to string her Speech together on. It was a theme. It was more 
or less a general idea that v/hat happens anyiThere in the world is.go^g t,o - 
directly affect us. She told how China led up to Pearl EnrhorJ 


that SIiS23LEY talked about* the whole Nazi-like 


trend of the DMEY campaign, about who DElTOY's backers were." She also men¬ 
tioned in her speech how a very good friend of hers who ‘was a correspondent 
in China for the Chicago Tribune was dropped from the.staff on 24 hours* 
notice and how the newspaper assigned a Japanese to report Chinese vj'ork in 
'N^kyo. 


The files of the Albany Field Division also reflect a news item 
from the "Schenectady Ccx^tte" of Deceiitoer 19, 1944 which carried on article 
reflecting that J.I^CHAI^I^UTURLIl'ISKy, Russian-American baritone, presented a 
progrsxm to introduce the local ^var relief drive foi Christmas gifts for 
Russian children. At this meeting an o.ccount of her experiences diiring three 
trips to Russia v/as. given by Miss AGNES SIiffiDLEY, author of "Battle Hymn of 
China." 


This article stated that Miss SMEDLEY vrent to Russia from China 
to convalesce at a writer's health center. Miss Si'ISDLEY describes these 
resorts for workers and for the Red Arny which are maintained in former Czarist 
spas and playgrounds to which the best in Russian musical and dramatic com- 
pEinies come regularly. 

The following is a physical description of the subject as obtained 
from observation and review of the files of the Albany Field Division: 

AGNES SMEDLEY, with aliases 
Aghes Brundin, Marie Rogers, M. A, Rogers, 
Alice Bird, Mrs. Petroikos 
February 22, 1892 
Osgood, Missouri ■ 

White 


4S - 



Name 


Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Color 
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Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Peculiarities 
Build , 

, Scars and marks 
Occupation 
Residence 


5 * 5 '' 

140 lbs• 

Bromi, boyish bob 

Brown, wears glasses occasionally 

Coarse features; mannish appear^ce 

Medium stout 

Hone visible 

Writer, author 

Yaddo Foundation, Saratoga Springs, New York 
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UlTOEVELOPED LEADS 


THE NM YORK FIELD DIVISION 



At NeTf York City 


Pursuant to the instructions contained in Bureau letter dated 
April 25^ 1945 in the above-entitled cas^ will ascertain the 
identity and' whereabouts of Miss GERTRU pie BINDER , vrho' is believed 
to be at the present time living in Nev/ York City, and-whose 
telephone is bel^eved^to/l^e listed in the Nev/ York City tele¬ 
phone directory. 



At 219 West 14th Str^^^ will determine the identity 
ISKIGAK I. who is believed to be pro-Russian and who is 
good^friend of AGNES SIvlEDLSY, 


of -A|^ 
is a very 


At Astoria, Long Island 


b7C 


Will determine the identity and background of| 


who is believed to be a good friend of 


AGNES SIvIEDLEY. 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


At Washington, D. C, 


Will discreetly ascertaln the identity and background of 
BAJP^. 1 753 Q Street, N* W, BAJPAI is'believed to be worSng 
for '^thegovernment in Washington and is connected v/ith the 
"Voice pf Jg^ia, 


THE SAN FRilNCISGO FIELD DIVISION 


b7C 


One copy of this report is being transmitted to the San Francisco 
Field Division for -in-Per mat inn because of the obvious Comintern 
implications of subject an d I as mentioned in referenced 

Bureau letter dated April 25, 194<5» 
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SEffiET 


»BMrt FIELD Pg iSIg 

At SprlngSA jgJ^ 

*lntain contact withjconfide^tlal 


inf or man' 


ri/w. 


Will 















_I from the Bn, 

Divisi on to the New York Field Division in the case entitl^ 

I , ESPI0NAG3 - X.” , . 

whose identity is kno^vn to the Bureau, 

b2 

-- b7D 

■ b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form Ko. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ALBANY^ HESf YOR^ 


FILE NO. 100«*17302 


REPORT MADE AT 


VfASHEI'CTOW, D. C, 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE . , 

8/20/45 7/10,19? 8A7/4 3 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


RINjBR 


was< 


INTERNAL SSCtBITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTa: RIMEAL BALARAM BAJPAI emplqj^ed Office of postal 

Censorship since January 26, 1943- Was bdrn Jiay 22, 

1883, Nagpur, India* Attended University of Minne¬ 
sota* Received a BSc* Degree 1918* b7C 


- RUG - 


REFEREI^Ej Report of Special Agent]_ 

June 19, 1945, at Albany, New Yoiic* 


J, dated 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON. D« C. 

A review of the Civil Service records. Civil Service Connission, 
Washington, D* C*, disclosed that REIILAL BAIJffiAJf?i^PAIy 1735 Que Street, 

■'’’ss bom Jiay 22, 1883, at Nagpur, India, and that^ b^ had applied 
■|Bw fora Civil Service position January 18, 1943> at he indicated 

he was not a citizen* He stated he had attended the University of I^inne- 
Hhw sota and had received a BSc* Degree in 1918, that he was married and 

separated but supplied no infarmation concerning his wife* He indicated 

tall and weighed 155 pounds* He gave the following ae references: 


iJUNia 1962 
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The Civil Service file further indicated BAJPAI entered on duty 
at the Office of Postal Censorship, grade CAF 9, on January 26, 1943, and 
to date was still employed there* 

A review of the indices of the ViTashington Field Division failed 
to disclose any information concerning BAJPAI* 
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J. Edgar Ho<nr< 


AGNES SMEDLEI, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITr - R 


u 

T^, Fedara 


September 13, 19ii$ 
L Bureacu of Inrestlgation 

' REGtSTERED MAIL 



Reference is made to your letter dated August 30, 
trauiamitting ei^t pocks of Ansco Superpan Press film pertaining 
to the aboTB captioned matter* ^ ^ 

In accordance irlth your request, one enlarged print has 
been made of each e^qposure and it is being forwarded together vlth 
the negatives to your office hereslth* 


Enclosure 









X 




iA' ^ i 








JUjedaral Siitreau of Snuostfsation 
lltiftod ^tatOB Bepartmont of iJuatico 

707 I^ioQal Savings Bank Building 
ALBANT 7, mr TCRK 
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CONFljtolAL 
Birecfor^ FBI 


Dear Sirs 


August 30, 1945 


(ATTN. ISCHANICAL SECTION) 

y A 

Ret AGNESIsUEDlEI, was. 
INTEEINAL SBCIKITT •• R 


r J. T*— 

’•■. Tricon. 

4. 

■ - 

. . 

. G! - vin_ 

{ Hr. L£.Y... 

■ Bi:'. rT^-racio_ 

I Hr. ilTradn.. 

k m\. T:*ra7. 

, rjr. Cf^-jce:. 

j. i^k*. . 

( 

i.*r. Gu’ci-^a_ 


f:: 


r' 


a^2.. .>'*igton.. 
f- i Y. • ‘ *fum. 


There is being foiwardod under separate cover eight: packs of 
Ansco Superpan Press Jllm Pack, tihich were sec wed from a coa- 
fidential source in connection with the above mentioned investigation. 

It is requested that one print (enlarged) of each negative be 
made and returned to the Albany Office. jZtJ'? 
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it 


Very truly yours. 




JJO’l 
100U9125 



STiRKE 
Special Agent in Charge 
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This CASE originated at 


REPORT made AT 


ILBiHT 


mt TOEK 


ACStSS l^GEILn'^ with aliases 


m ioo«68282 BOS 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


IHfERNAL SBOIIBlTr , B 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


GOliES DESTROYED 

H 8 lJUiilS 1962 

BSKiiBBBOSSt 


Sabjset appeared on radio 'broadcast over BBAl*, 9/2/45» Upheld 
finsslan intentions In Par East in Ohicaa o Bemd M>ls of the _ 

Air dlscnsilen._Khlle in HTO resided at I — - ^ 

___I,'.%0't cheek of sabjeet*# activities 

naintalnsd* infoxnation regarding sabjeet^s contaote in BTC 

x' - /"'■ 

-.r,- loa^- ' 




omust 


fflSflSSr Borean |ile #61-6880 ■--■ 

Beport 6f ^elal A^t|_ [ Albany, 6fl9f^ 

Letter from Borean to Albany, 4il2Sf4S 
ToXetype from Albany, 8/28/45 

CLASS. & Ejfr. 

ELSi f}, AT Hfflf TOBK. HBIf TORIf REASOK-FcXm II. 1-. 

OF wEw _ __ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ arrived at Hew York City fr om Albtfay on Atuenst 28. 1945 

?x \ ^ She iamediately went to the home of | , - ^ 

r>^ V ^ I i Daring her etay in Hpw York ^t ehedc ear- 

' veillaneee were maintained, ri , 1 . '■ 


lit was ascertained that on 
^^^d|4i^ob leave the home'ofj^ 


}, 1946 the eubjeet 



COf lES Op THIS REPORT 

{P-Borean.: 

-'Alhany. , 

1 w San Tranoleeo (Ii^ 

2 - Hew York . 
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CONFiKifTtAL 


On Aagnst SX^ 1945 the subject had a luneh bon eiigageiaent at the 
Mayfair Hotel on Paifc Avenue with an individual named 1 I 

is the author of the hook ’’Betreat with Stillwell" and Is h^leved to he 
a correspondent for Life gina magazines and also connected with the 
New York I Ireftentiy re turned from Pari s. Ihis iUF. 

formation regardlngl_|waB obtained from I ~l manager of the 

Mayfair Hotel* 

!Ilhe Ipet surveillances on the subject were maintained up tmtil 
August 31, 1945* ^ 

fhalndlees of the New York Field Division failed to reveal any 
record on I I However, thmugb ». hiritiy oonfldential source 

It was ascer tained that on August 28, 1945 1 Ireceived a let ter from 

I of the "New HenwhUw" in whlr.hl If nr his 

lettdt of Angus t 24, 1945* |__J^ml sunder- 

stood the use of the program of the Baancipation leamne* I I said "It 

WM certainly not an attenpt to use it against the critics of the policies 
of Mr, Qrewa Bather, I believe, h e wanted to shew wha t some Japanese 
believe to be a workable policy," I I that he would be glad 

to publish in full his letter of August 24th but that, because the correspond¬ 
ence column of the "New Bepublic" was limited, h e would l^ ve to make a 
number of cute* This letter would indicate titot l I ls interested in 

Far Eastern affairs and h as pro -eommunlst syi^athlea* 

On September 2, 1945 the subject spoke over lotion yJMF in 
New York Oity at 1:30 p,m« on a program which was sponsored by the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago Bound Table of the Air* Throughout this program, which 
was completely dominated by the subject, she vehemently upheld Bussia's 
intentions in the Far East and as evidence of Bussia's good intentions cited 
the reeent Busso-Chinese treaty in which Bussia agreed not to meddle in the 
internal affairs of China* She characterized CHIiNO EAI-SEEE as a fascist 
dictator and highly praised the Chinese guerrilla warriors, who, she stated, 
represented true democracy in China* 

GEkTBuD^I^IMQlIR, idto according to the referenced report is a 
frlsnl of the subject, resides at 235 East 26th Street, New York City* 
According to the records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, she *as 
ei^loyed by the Federation of Social Agencies of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania* 
aMdd Ssptambsr 1943* She is presently employed in New York by the National 
Ihnreing Council and her profession is that of a social woiker. 
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!I!h« Toting records in Manhattan reflect that she is 39 years 
old, that she is divoretd, and that her occupation is that of social 
worker, and that she foraerly resided at 130 East 22nd Streets According 
to these records, she has no party listing, Ilhe indiees of the New YoA: 
Field Division failed to reflect any information on QERfSODB BIHDEia,^' , 

^ fhe records of the Hew York Field Division reflect that^ ^A 

’'ZSHIGAKX, who is a close friend of the subject and pro>*Bassian a^brding 
to refereneed report, is a registered Japanese alien in Hew Yoi^Oity, 
^She was horn on Septeaiber 21, 1903 in Japan and her husband isi^pATISQ. 

In her application for a certificate of identification ^e 
revealed that she has a father, brother and sister residing in Japan, 

She stated that she is against the military in Japan and if she were 
permitted to become a citizen of this country ehe would prefer American 
citizenship to that of Japanese, She was employed by the Morale Servlee 
Division of the United States Army, located at 165 Broadway, She was 
formerly employed by the Office of War Information, 


aSie name of|_ _| 

Long Island, was chseked against theindiees of the Few Toxk Field Division 
%Ath negative results. It was ascertained in the neighborhood that 

I years old and was recently married. Credit records 
and the vo ting records of Hew Y ork City failed to reveid. any irsformation 
concerning ! I 

Eeferenced let ter from the Bureau dated J^ril 25, 1945 mentioned , 
^e naiw of! 310 West 38th Street, Hew York City, and I 

I lof 34 East 149th Street, New York City as being acquainted with the 
subject in August 1931, It was ascertained that 310 West 38th Street does 
not exist at the present time and that at 308 West 38th Street there is a 
large warehouse and also that 34 East 149th Street is no longer existing. 

At the present time there is a large frei^t depot at the place where 
34 East 149th Street would bo if it existed 
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mrm^mjcspm lsads 



HEIf YOBK : At ff*w Torfc, F.Y. ?■ 

Wm identify GILSIEIEEi BOtS, attoxiMiy» 1931, aceordine 

to irgfereaeod Soreau letter of ipril 25, 1945, re«l54ii>i^t 55 Lilierty 
Street^: lev Tbrfc City* -0?* 

Will olitain a copy of the Septenher 2, 1946 hroadeast of 
the eubjeet orer Station WEAT as sponsored by the Oiloi^ Boned Table 
bf the Air and will report any infoimatlen of interest bontained therein. 


A copy of this report is being sabiiltted to the Sen Franeisee 
Field Dirision because that office is the off lee of origin in the 
Conrsgp iarestigatlene. 












- ■* 










bureau of Snuoattgatiott 

]9nftod §tato9 Separtmont of Kuatiro 

707 National Savings Bank Building 
AIBANY 7, NEV/ Y(3lk 


li jp. 


CaB-'ljENmL 


Director, FBI 


October 5 , 1945 



Res AGNES SMKDIEY, with aliases 
INIEHKAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent]_ 

dated Octctoer 5 , 1945 Albany in connection with the 
above captioned individual* 


b7C 


It is requested that the Bureau check the indices on 
the followit^ names and furnish this office with any pertinent 
information contained therein* 


b7C 


.-RkYisafm RcitiNs 


1 


y 


mu 




/ b7C 


•aiere is being enclosed herewith a photographed hand¬ 
written paper, partly in shorthand, as set out in referenced 
report* This is being ftirnished for the information of the 
Bureau in this matter* 


Cwi - .7 


EFL«I^ER 

100-9125 

End* 1 


Very truly yours. 



E. L* OISEN 

Asst. Special Agent in Charge 















ASP 




^A^C^/o S 


(c)/ - 6>5 ^0- /^ 






































GBUtVlNQ; 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


REPORT MADE AT 


ALMMY. MEIT YORK 


DATE WHEN MADE PCRIOCf FOR , 

WHICH MADE g/lQ 


ALBANY, NEVf YORK 


10/5 /45 


. 2919 / 27 . 28 / 




REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


AGNES^ SJ/IEDI£I, with aliases 


SYNOPSIS OF JFACTSr 


c 

<1 ' 




SREFERENCE:s 

ujui 


SECURITY - R 


f I I San Francisco Conference, 

/ ' .Ji(!B^fe^^E"Ya<ido, Saratoga Sprin|^, N.Y. Subject has 

^ contracts with both VANGUARD PRESS and ALFRED A, KNOPF, INC.L 
G * New York City, for publishing of books and articles, Tfrote \ 

^ article for Esquire Magazine entitled, '‘Colonel Carlson at \ 
Saipan", Subject lectures under management of NATIONAL CON- \ 
CERT AND iiRTISTS CORP,, New York City, Partial itinerary set I 
forth. Subject has contributed money to CHINESE T^OJEN'S I 

RELIEF; NATIONAL COUNCIL OF ABIERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIE^mCpM A 
AID COMGIL, and CIO BUILDING FUND, Los Angeles. E^racts jC/l 
'J from speech by MAO TSE-TUNG, Chairman of Central -Committee of’J 
Chinese Communist Party, at opening of Second Front, in Ui 

possession of subject set forth, F^Correspondence in regard tofc 

( AMERICAN VETERANS COICilTTEE outlinedjJ Notes of subject re- 
garding "Secret Kent Agents" set.forCh, Contacts of subject/ 

and financial information set otit. ,.fC"' ,/ 

■ ■ ■' / 


- p - 


, ^-Ur.paw- File fV 

Report of Special^ ^gehi|_ 
at Albany, New Tork. 




J^ETAILS: 

|[§^E3TilOYED 

N 13 li62 


On August 8, an''Article appeared in "The Saratogian", • 

Saratoga Springs, NeAv %rk newspaper, reflecting^hOT 
"Notable weekencL^es^ at Yaddo were Dr»-®[JNe^I-<W and hi's 
secretaryfffHEN-^HI/i^^NG, Dr, TUIC was a delegate from China 
o the San Francisco Conference and is noiv spending some time 
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"in this country," A surveillance reflected that these individuals ’.7ere observed 
ai-riving at Saratoga Springs, where they were met by AGIES S15EDLEY, The weekend 
was spent by the guests at the home of the subject, and they were observed leaving 
Saratoga Springs on Sunday, August 12, 1945. 

Confidential Informant ] | verified the fact that the above mentioned 
guests were housed in the home or tne subject, and the b\ilk of their tiiri« wats 
spent in the company of the sub.i ect, ]32 

Confidential Informant made available the folloTri.ng information b7D 
regarding the subject: I-1 




An invitation to a musical sponsored by the American Committee for 
Spanish Freedom was extended to the subject, ■vdiich musical was to be held at the 
home of Mr. . L. M^^-SARLOiT , 11 Grammarcy, New York City, The address given for 
the /imerican'Comniiii'eell'br Spanish Freedom was listed as 33 West 42nd Street, 

New York IS, New York, \ >- _ * > 

LECTURES, FIANCES AND TRAVEL: 



This informant advised that the subject made and will make the follovr- 
ing lecture tour for the NATIONAL CONCERT A® ARTISTS CORPORATION, 711 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, 


Place of Lecture 


Poughlceepsie, New York 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Buffalo, Now York 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 
Newark, New Jersey 
New York City 

South Hadley, Ife-ssachusetts 
Quincy, Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Pfervard University, Cambridge, Mass, 
South Norwalk, Connecticut 


Bate 

January- 27, 1945 
March 5, 1945 
Hairch 5 , 1945 
March B', 1945 
March 9 ,' 1945 
March 12, 1945 
March I 4 , 1945 
March 18, 1945 
March 18i 1945 
Llarch I 9 , 1945 
March 21, 1945 





/ 



2 - 


b7D 
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Place of Lecture 




V/illiniantic, Connecticut 
Jevdsh Community Center, Red Banlc, N.J. 
(8:30 PM) 

Ford Ifell Forum, Boston, Ifessachusetts 
(8:00 PM) 


Date 

MarcF^, 1945 ■ 

April 2, 1945 
December 9, 1945 

January 6^ 1946 



The subject has likevri.se received a royalty statement from ALFRED A, 
'KNOPF, INC.> 501 Madison Avenue, New York City^ This royalty statement re¬ 
flected that the subject had received for a six-months period ending April 30> 
1945 the sum of $526,79 for the sale of her book entitled, '‘Battle Hymn of China”, 

The subject like’-vise has a contract with tha-^'iNGlFiRD PRESS of 100 
Fifth ii,venue, Ne’.v York City, This contract' grants the publishers the right to 
publish the book of the subject, entitled, "The Chinese Rod Army", 

Confidential Informan i k lso advised that the subject received 
$ 150,00 from ESQUIRE, INCi,. 919 North Mchigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois for a 
manuscript article concernin g Colonel^ i ^ rlson at Saipan, j ^2 

Confidential Informant I I a^^!se^^'^i^ the subject stayed at the b7D 
following hotels; 

The Barbizon-Plaza Hotel in New York City on March 14,'1945• 

It is to be noted that while subject vias at +.Vii.g! hnt.oi - .cVia 

received a telephone niessage from to call_ 

The Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, Massachusetts from March 15^ 

1945 through March I 9 , 1945. 

The Hotel Lenox, Buffalo, New York on March 3, 1945. 

The St-ratford Hotel, Bridgeport, Connecticut on I&r, 5 and 6, 

1945* 

On March 6, 1945 subject staved care of Mrs._ 







k* . 4.V 
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Confidential Informant ] [ advised that the subject had contributed 
$5.00 to the Los Angeles CIO BUILDING FUND, and the note for same 7as dated 
December 1, 1941 and was signed by E.-^JUDD, President, and PHILIKjUOMELLY, 
Secretary, 


BANK ACCOUNT; 


I L dvii 


Confidential Informant !_{advised of the following banicing, transactions 

of the subject. Only those of possible pertinence are set out. 


payee Amount 

-PEASANT ART BIPORTING | 51.98 
CO,, INC. 


■‘T.INGUAPHONE INSTITUTE 100.00 


Endorsement 

PEASANT ART DIPORTING CO., 
INC, “ Chase National Bank, 
Park Ave Branch (NYC) 


March 1, 1944 


LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE, Chase March 5, 1944 
National Bank, Rockefeller 
Center Branch (NIC) 


South today 


I I Bank of 

Clayton (Clayton, Ga, ?) 


•HitTIONAL COUNCIL OF 25.00 

Aj,IERICiiN-SOVIET FRIENDSH^ ■ _ ^ 

I I 10.00 


EDGA^NDW 


-■CHINA AID COUNCIL 


20.00 

13.00 


February 9, 1945 


July 13, 1944 
November 16, 1944 


I [ made March 30, 1944. 

payable to Calif. College in / 

China, The Anglo California 
National Bank 

—— March 30, 1944. 




February 1944~~-, 
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Payee 


CORRESPOND] 


©fgE: ^ 


Amount 


150.00 


Endorsement 
Iviade payable to I 

I The 

ife’wr Trust Co,, Bryn I'.^vn*,Pai 


THB~PrE.N. CLUB (JJYC) 
'•'^HENTAIIil, INC. 


25.75 


Sec 4 for 


ORIENTi.LL., INC, 


May 11, 1944 


jannary 25,1945 
February 27,1945 


Confidential Informant also advised that the subject corresponds %Tlth /X) 
the following persons. Any parts of correspondence deemed pertinent are set out,^ 

Letter from I ~l CwC.H.U.S.N.R., 147th U.S.N. Con. Bat, Co, Co,, 

Hut Area, I^ivisville, Rhode Island. 

b7C 

Several letters from RAH'IOiro'RdBINS, Chinsegut Hill Sanctuary, Hernando 
County, Brooksville, Florida. On June 22, 1945 Ri'FiMOND ROBINS evidently directed / ■ 
his first letter to the subject, inasmuch as this letter contained the paragraph 
as follows* Q^L 


''You probably never heard of me, but unless I miss ny guess we shall 
know each other in days' to come. I send you a clipping that will tell you' some¬ 
thing of this Sanctuary, a radio on a national hookup talk'of m^c .in 1933> ^nd 
a bit of evidence of haw I stand in this Florida community," 

There is also a postscript attached to this letter in vrhich ROBIfB 
stated that if the subject had a’Rho's ITho in /uncrica at hand, any edition since 
1912 would list ROBINS and information concerning him, ^ 

A letter addressed to the subject by ROBINS, dated July 24, 1945, con¬ 
tained further information concerning the Chinsegut Home. In this letter ROBINS 
iiTho Ung+,f.sH in this Chinsegut ^ome and head of this household is lAss 

, gardener, plsmtor and keeper of the fowls and conservator j 
the forests and wildlife on this Sanctuary...., Her father was a Colonel in 


mi “ 


b7C 
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''Coimnander in Chief VON HIJJDENBERG’ s Staff, and her mother a danghter of one of 


the rich German nartelists in our Amorica. The family fortune has been dissi¬ 
pated, and my mfa found LISA in the city mlderness of Key York, and brought 
her down here on a salary more than twenty years ago," 

Further excerpts from this letter are as folloivs: 




"^EHRU is for me the greatest public man in India..,,. I have novel- 
cared greatly for GAlDIil important as he. has become in Indian leadership,.,., lly 
meeting with GANDHI and -with LENIN T;as not far apart, LEI-flN became for me at 


once a master, and soon the greatest man I had yet knoTO,, 


LEfJIN was and is 


the master builder of our age. STidLIN is a liberator and conservator and as he 
said to me in 1933> ‘'the greatest Leninist in Russia*, STALIN is the Lincoln in 


the Soviet legend. TROTSKY, the »Tom Paine* of the Soviet Revolution was the most 


gifted orator I have yet heard speak, when vre meet I \vill tell ^ou of these men, 
the leaders of the supreme economic revolution of all time.'^l^rj^ 

Attached to this letter and dated July 26, 1945 vas the follovring para¬ 
graph:'" 


'•0( i/j 


"Have you seen EDGAR SNC5N*s latest book on Soviet Russia, vfhile very 
pro-Soviet Russia, I believe it is worthwhile? Certainly it serves as a foil 
to LHITE*s contemptible ’Report on Russia* and the infamous libel of the traitor 
ALEXANDEtr^SARI'iIKE*s ’One lOio Survived*, 17e can count on the united support of 
the capitalist Imperialists, the Roman Catholic lilerarchy and the poison press of 
this country (McCOPJirCK-PATTEKSOIC-I-IEARST-IiG.’AiRD) behind the Roa^r’s Digest and 
the correspondents to support all attacks on the Soviet Union," / 




On the postscript of this letter was 
beaten - Amen and iimen." (\jJ 


a declaration, "CKIIRCKILL is 
\^ 4 * ' . 

letter directed to the subject on August 22, 1945 by ROBINS, aniong 
he stated, *'1;^ frien d Senator<^PEPPER h as gone to Europe for six 
hope vdll return uncorruptec!, he "is jfor the present a White hope 


In a 

other things 

vreeks and I hope vdll return uncorrup'ted, he'is for the present a White hope in 
the Senate,.... "fs are both up against events these nighty days. Nothing counts 
but the true words spoken and the deeds done in obedience thereto,,,.. Nothing is 
set in this time of flux, and for the. hour the Soviet Union is still our^best. hope 
for the liberation and enlightenment of the peoples of this our vrorld,' 


3ur best 

4 ^ 


y 


— 6 **• 
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_A ifit.tft-i- dated 1. 30> 1945 vjas dirroted to the subject’ fron 

[This is the Ar pv Pet., APO 5324, c/o PM, S.F., Cal, Anbiig uoiiyi' 
tnxngs con'oaineci in the letter, ! [ stated, "I have v;hat I think to be exciting 

news foy vou. Just before we left our last island I received a letter from 

n of the ALERICAN VETEIb'iJJS COM.IITTEE saying that you suggested me as 
one who would be’interested in their organization. Along ivith the letter they in¬ 
cluded their brochure and their Statement of Intentions. I remembered 3 )^our men¬ 
tioning that you had &;pokGn at a PA G rally o n the same platform vd.th a couple of 
members of the VETERi’dB COIffiilTTES. ” I I went on to state that he pu t the 

brochure and other pieces of literature on the bulletin board. |~ j stated that 

at vthe present time he had sixty-five men out of his company of one nundred sixty 
who wanted to join. He cautioned the subject, hovrevor, that he did not vdsh to 
give the joining of the men ^y publicity inasmuch as the press would not do the 
A.V.C, or the men any good, 

A letter dated December 22, 1944 and signed contained the following 
information. It is to be noted here'too, in ccnnectipiywrth this letter, a posjW 
script W3.S added advising the subject to "please dest^y this letter at once" 
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“Addresses the Press Party in Yenan", This article begins by stating that on June 
12th Comrade LltlO TSE-TOTG, Chairman of the Central Executive Comnittee of the 
Chinese Communist Party, received the Press Party who arrived at Yenan recently*.- 
The following is the text of his speech, 

'T.'elcone to Yenan., Our cause is cnmon, i,e, to overthrow the Japanese 
militarists and the Fascists,. China and the wnrld are united on this coimnon"basis, 

_ “You arrived here at the time of the opening of the second front in 

■Europe, which vtq celebrate. The opening of the second front T.dll influence not 
only Europe but also the Pacific and China, China needs progress,* the ■'.■rorld needs 
progress; vre must Tfin the final victory, 

“The opening of the second front is the result of a long-term pi-eparation 
the results of the Moscow Conference and the Teheran Gond'orence, in Tdiicn it uKis 
decided to deal blows to.the enemy from east, vrest and south. New, the second 
front, the plan to crush Hitler from three sides, ,is realized, I'ajr President 
Roosevelt, Premier Churchill and i<fe.rshal Stalin be forever health^r,. 

“It is now a good tjjne for all the anti-Ja'oanese people of China to' 
concentrate their efforts, work hard, coorddnate the decisive battle of ji'urope,- 
and overthrow the Japanese militarists. 

“I must say a fev; words regarding China’s internal situation, about 
liihich you are very much concerned. Our attitude tovrard the question ■ of the 
Kuomintang-Communists relations has been expressed in the various documents and 
the newspapers of the Chinese Communist Party, Now on the occasion of your 
arrival, I outline it again as follo’.Ts: 

“To suppoi't Generalissimo Chiang, to insist on cooperation between the 
Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists and among the Chinese people, and to 
struggle for the overthrovr of Japanese imperialism and the establishment of an 
independent, democratic China, such are the unchangeable policies of the Chinese 
Communist Party., They ■'/rare so in the earlj'' period oi* the middle period of the 
war, and they are still so today, because these policies are the vdshes of the 
Chinese people 

“However, thex-c is shortcoming to China, and rather serious short¬ 
coming too. This shortcoming is the lack of democracy. The Chinese people 
urgently need democracy, because it is only through democracy that there can 
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“be strength in the mir of resistance, that the internal and international re¬ 
lations in China can be placed on the right track and that we can -win the 
victory of resistance and establish a good coiintry," 


The infomant also furnished a meHoranduBf bearing the follov.d.ng notations: 


Sunday, Feb. 4 Luncheon v.'itfP^lIl~ISIIIGAF[I. (It is to be 
noted here that the identity of this individual has previousljr 
been detenained.) 


Saturday, Feb, 3 Luncheon v/it. 
Thursday, Feb, 1 Ylork -vd-tH*! 


] 




]» 7^30 , 


b7C 


identity on 


T Jo further i nfomation ivas contained onTtEis neraorandum reflecting the 


Confidential Informant l [ stated that the subject maintained a paper 
labeled at the top, "Secret Kent ^i.gents'*. Part of the paper is in shorthand and 
states as follows: . * 

_ i _> ^ 


This fellow may 
stand up and 
oppose me. 


In tliis country for many years. ^ man it is said) 

Student in Columbia, Professional aSuHent - has been at 
Col, for many years. International House, 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


( SPY : A little fatj pretends to be a leftist; vrorks for 
money; small work.) 


b7C 


•'Imp, C«C* Agent 


/ 

Thought ^Ccn-^rol Agent: 



(Tall; thin; 108 lbs. 


) 



Student - Columbia, studying education. Unofficial Agent 
(?) of TKhich is impossibility. He supervises the edu¬ 
cation of overseas Chinese. He can even supervise the 
education even of little diildren, both citizen and 




9 
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ti 


non-citizen. Pie is the special representative of the 
PPinister of Education in ioiioriea. ,• He is this officially. 
He is the follov.'er of the C.c/ c^que. He sent in his 
resignation to Chungking tQc^y/ He organizes student 
activities. He call d I 

_ *' b7C 

■ .1 1^1 .. 

.is a small running dog of CHlJlNG. Every student 
v/ho can hear had to pass through a special test. 

Questions: 

Special Agent in every course of Chinese Cadets, These 
Agents censor the mail of the cadets, supervise them, 
can CQi’ce them back,” 


PENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEvT lORK FIELD DIVISION 


AT IE" YORK CITY 


vlill determine the background and identity ofl 


’.vhose, telephone 


ntffiiber is 


(This information is contained cm page 7 of this report 


VTil l detornine t he identity and background of th 6 individual to whom tele¬ 
phone number F I is listed, (This information is contained on page 3 of 

this report,) ., — y' 

l^ill determine the identity and background of Mrs, TfAfit^^vNOULA NGIJ. ,, 

Y;ill likevdse determine the. identity, if possible, of former 

student at Columbia University and resident at the International HouSe, ^This 
information is contained on page 9 of this report,) 

Will de termine the identit y o:q___ 

telephone number I I also believed to be a student at Columbia 

University. (This information is containai on page 9 of this, report.) 

ALB>.NY FIELD DIVISION 

AT SAR/lTOGA SPRINGS, YORK 

Will folloT/ and report activities of subject. 

4 :- -a- -» 


'Jt 


Copies of this report are being designated for the information of the Boston and 
Nevnark Offices inasmuch as the subject is to speak in both cities, as outlined on 
page 3 of this report, / 


A copy of this report is designated for the information of the Sany/Francisc o Office 
because of the obvious Comintern .implications of subject;ay(^ as 


tionod in Bureau letter dated iipril 25, 1945 to Albany, 


Two copies of this report are designated for the information of the Idani 
due to statements made by R.iYM0I® ROBINS of Brooksville^^lorida. (This infqr-^ 
nation is contained on pages 5 and 6 of this report,)^ar^ 



























FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FormKo, 1 

. This case originated at 


*' \ ItBPORT MADE AT 

4^1 JEST YORK 


AIBANI 



NX 100«6a2g2 CTC 


DATE WHEN MADE 


11/6/45 


f(3W,^,265 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OP CAEB 


iUiNES^^tfEDIEY, iras« 


INTERNAL SBCUHITI - S 


coia 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


EEFEHENCE* 


’ .X 


Subject euTlved NHjC 10/24/45* Beeided ^ 853 7th 
Armae, care of li«*|{CN06LANCH* Copy of Round Table 
Discussion ^Solution in Chinaf^ in thioh subject 
appeared, obtained. No record Ih Henr Tos^ .files 
on subjeet^s Nee York oontaets as set opt in . 
reference reports* 

- -BDC - ? , 

^ . I:.' 

-teletype from Albany to Netr Yott!* 10/24/45• 


jM 



DBTAILSt 


^ f 
\ 


V Report of Special Agent 

r' 10/5/45* 

_ . \ Report of Special Agent 

9/26/45* 


Albany, 

, Neir Yorfc, b7C 


DECUSSIFIED 


. 3It was aaoertained that the aubjeet, upon arrival in 

New York City on Oeteber 24 , 1945, went to the home of lire* Mlf^^OBIANCH 
at 853 7th Avenue, i^ere resided during her atey in New Yo» City* 

Mrs. KNOBZANOH resides in Apartment 6 Dp 

I I managev of the apartment house,, advleec^^'^ 

that Mrs. KNOBIANCH is a Wealthy widow,ivery respectable, and resides alone. 
According to i i she has been at the apartment for about thirty 

years and has many prominent friends, among whom is the family of Assistant 

^COPII s 

M 8 ||jUN l3 1962 _ _ Doorman at 853 Seventh Avenue, 

reportod that he saw the bt^po^ ifi tosi KIIC®IAIK:H leave the apartment en 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED; 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 



Bureau 


3 «» Albany 

3 - New York ^ 






m 
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October 26, 1945 at about 9*00 •»* 1 surveillance of the subject's activities 
was conducted t 5 > until October During that period, the subject 

not obeerved leaving the apartment* 

' Tt Trnw awfteiyfcftined that telephone number I | is listed b7C 

to I I _I Queens , New York* The 

files of^ the New York Field Division failed to reveal any record of this 
indivldtffil* He is not listed in the Alien Registration files at the New 
York office* 


as to 


Celephone number |_| is listed to | _ 

New York City, The files of the^^w York office were negative 


The files were also checked against the nas M | wno 

according to reference report, was formerly stationed CblumblA and reside 
at the International House* The New York indices were negative on this 
name* This individual is not listed in the alien files of the New York 
office. The New York office files were also negative as to Mrs. MAEY 
KNOBLSNCfi. . 

T^lephono number Underwood 4^9897^^ the Columbia Besidence Hotel 
628 iwestll4th Street, Now Yo ^ Citsu / ^ 0 /^les of the New York Field Di¬ 
vision were also negative oii'| | The New YorkJCelephone Dl- b7C 

rectory failed to reflect sua^attonlei?** by tile h^e of at 55 

liberty Street in Now York City, No attorney by the name of was listed 
Inquiry at the buildii^ was made with negative results* The indices of 
the New York Field Division failed to reveal any information on GIIBERIE 
ROE* 


A copy of the Round Table Discussion “Solution in China*, dated 
September 2, 1945, at which the subject spoke, was obtained and is being 
forwarded to the Albany Field Division* 


ENGLO^RE TO THE iVIBANY FIELD DIVISION 


ONE COPY OF THE BOOKLET OF THE 
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION “SOLUTION 
IN CHINA“* 


- REFERRED UPON COMPIETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 













ll-6'5S'o-'/t 

aAC, San OjL*0o 


■•;•. -’i-s 


/i’Sk,; v?»i *;A . ■ ^ 



Mr. Rosen 

Air. Tracy_ 

■ l/T, Carson_ 

Mr, E?an_ 

All'. h^n^Qill g 
Air . Penrlii^ 
Air. Qu-ina T& 

Air, hease _ 

AUss Gandy_ 


DacMRbw 7» 1945 


,Mui ^gar lioover <- l^bractor, Foderal Bureau oif Inreatigutlon 

;«026IS Sm&M 
irnmnuL sioiiuRin (r) 


Eeforanc* is Mde to your tolotypo to tlM Bureau dated 
f teo asb a r 194 5 ^ setting forth a attg';eatlon of aottfldmtial 

Ixtlbneasttl |to locate the captioned indielchial in ▼!«« of 
bar allege aasoclation slUi Cosnimlat eXeauiiita in China* 

For your Information, an Intenslvo Inrestigatloa is 
currently being ooxaiucted ty the Bureau, Albsoy as Office of Origin, 
oonoemittg this individual, ehosa pomanent addroas is Tadto, 
Sarstofs firings. New York. As of B oeeiibe r X, 1945» S es dl aar wss 
visiti^ in Ibw I<»*k Cltgr and wss residing with thrs. Uajy^ fiaohlamdi, 
853 Sovmth Avenoe, New York City* Suh^eet Seodley has, in xeoMit 
nonths, Mds lectures under the mionaonftdy of ths National Concert 
and Artists Corporatioa, 711 Fifth Avsnns, law Xortt City, at ehidh 
aha has fiNwgitinwil the oenae of Raseie in the Orient eed hae 
attenpted to arouea lyapativ for the Chlnaee Cdeenlete at Yesnn, 
Chim. cn Auguat 112, 1945, Or* Tosg FIHhi, the flUnsis Coswnnlet 
delegate to tlw Qtaitod Natioae CMifte^snee at ftn Dreneiaoo, vieltad 
B se dl sy et Taddo, Ssretofs ajpringe, Nnr Yortt* 


Mb investigation oonceming this nettar 
naossaory ty your offios at thla tins. 
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SOFT, AGNES SMEDLEY, INTERNAL SECURITY, C. N^ONFIDENTIAL INI-uRMANl f | - 

_ TODAY SUGGESTED ADVISABILITY OF ASCERTAINING PRESENT WHERE¬ 
ABOUTS AGNES SMEDLEY WHO, ACCORDING TO INFORMANT, WAS LAST KNOWN TO BE 
IN BOSTON MARCH EIGHTEEN LAST, SPEAKING BEFORE A RADICAL GROUP. INDICES . r 
THIS OFFICE REFLECT SHE APPEARED BEFORE MEETING OFvLEAGUE FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY THIS CITY, JULY EIGHT NINETEEN |;ORTYONE,^ AND'wA§ ^ 
PRESENTED BY MAJOR EVANSn^RLSON, US MARINES. AT THAT TIME SHE PRAISED 
THE EIGHTH ROUTE ARMY. IN NINETEEN THIRTY-NINE, THE SA^I£^p|^^ 

OF THE COMMUNISTS LEAGUE WAS NAMED THE ASNlS^'^EDLEY-m&CH% HONOR, 


IN VIEW OF HER HAVING SPENT CONSIDERABLE 


r/WITH THE EIGHTH ROUTE ARMY 


AND COMMUNIST FORCES IN CHINA, BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE ANY CURRENT 

... ' 

DATA AVAILABLE CONCERNING HER AND HER PRESENT^EREABOUTS. 9 
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100^9125 AQTB8 SIBDIXT* «aa« 
HffKRIBLL SEGWltri - K 


.^eiiiiiQiXKTt 


1% la aoiad iha% m Oatabar 15 , 1915 iba Bttraau suggastad 
a oalX aad balagrapk oavar ba aalAtslaad on the 3ubjeGt« 

Tha Baraau alao raqaaatad this office to review the 
paealblllt/ and practicability of a taohoieaX sarraillanoa o 
laivaatifatlva reports subaittad ainoa thaa failad ta ra''- 
flaot «dl ani/W talagraph covers have bean plaoad. Va- 
tailoM in tha file rafiaot that a teohnioal surveillanaa 
voaltf not ba prafitenle at this time, but the Buraaa has not 
bean aa advleadoj^C^ 


BXPIAJUTIOII] Mall and talagraph covers will be placed on tha subject. If 
this has not baan dons, and ths Bureau will ba advised why 
a taohnical a^vaillanee is not beliaved prafltabla at 
thj.8 tins, 





V 


CLASS. A nr 

DATS OF agyipr ' 

SSISolffiPKCTlOK RSPCRT 
AXBAMX OFflCB 
JANOMCr 5 , 1946 
SAC A, CGRIBLIBB, 


, 4 /_ 


ALL 

1$ 


EX€B*I 


ZQMJ^* 












































AI. 100->9^5 


Ch^ eiMitaet ^ boaa sMiataijMd vl'tti PoatMMrtor JQKMf COBSY, f yb) 
9arat*ga Si«li^»\X«p Y»rk\wft a aadX ooirar pXaoad ulih nagat^hra jraamXteJ^y^ 
ragy diac aay iiar^ant iaSannitlM Meordii^ to OonYldoiitial Inforwat * 

I tiio fab^ot baa ao p^iTota pboaa ia Jap:' realdaact at laddo* 


OoaridoatAal laf«naant | [ haa adriaod that tha aab|aet has 
£a» Tlaltara* Oa pa<aMibir XO, iaramaat ata^ that a aaating aaa 

toM a t aah>at«a h»><>a aiwl^ w ~l 

I I 8 lcMlMa>a OeXIafi* iiW>Jfiilja 0 El«ii> 

aao aaja beliaaad to be aaaa ^ I "HtlibitiT InfaanMitLos ltb|«rdiiig tha 

idiKti^ af tha above bill ba abtalaad h^ tha laforaaat sad fwniahed b7c 

to Iha arttar« 
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iUfter World War I she went to Germany with lttBGAB3I>6iil!lGER to set up the first 
German birth control clinic* In I927 she went to Qiina to cover the Com¬ 
munist ^evolution for Italian and Genaan left mng newspapers* She has 
lived as a meii^er of the Eighth Route (Communist) Chinese Arny ever since 
and claims that since 1929 she has “interpreted Chinese Communism to the 
world,** She speaks and writes Chinese and adopted a Chinese boy. She is 
also alleged to have visited sections of China unknown to any other white 
person* 

SMEDIEY is the author of “Daughter of the Earth,“ 19295 “Chinese Destinies,” 
19335 “China’s Red Amgr Marches," 1931+5 and “China Fi^ts Back," 1938* 
Articles concerning her appear in the China Weekly Review, September I9, 

1931, and the "Saturday Review of Literature," dated July 16, 1938, neither 
of which is readily available locally* 

In addition to the foregoing, the following information was obtained from 
a lengthy biography of the Subject set fortii in **Cunjent Biographies," H, W* 
Wilson Company, New York City, 19iiii* 

AGNES SMEDLBY is a gr^uate of the normal school at Tempe, Arizona, Her 
incarceration in the Tonbs was based upon the fact that during World 3fer I 
but prior to our entry into that war she received funds from the German 
Government for the purpose of fomenting rebellion in India* Upon her 
release after the completion of World War I she went directly to Berlin aboard 
a Polish-American freighter, dhe lived for eight years with VIRENDRANATH 
"-dJHATTOIADHIAlA without benefit of clergy. This individual was a Hindu who 
advocated rebellion in India, Her man-and-wife relationship with the Hindu 
was broken when Hitler came to power and the Hindu fled to Moscow* 

'Confidential Informant_observation that this Hindu might well 

have been a COTBBUhist supervising the Subject’s activities in the Ifaited 
States during Mbrld War I is worthy of consideration when it is recalled 
that the Kaiser’s Government utilized Bolsheviks in its efforts to win that 
war*) 

During this eight-year period, SMEDLEY taught English in a Geman univer¬ 
sity. In 1928 she left Germany as a correspondent for the "Frankforter 
Zeitung" in China* 

Subject’s books are described by “Current Biographies" as definitely pro- 
Coumunist and she Is quoted as denying Communist Party membership in 1933 • 
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SMEDIEI»s book "Battle of China," I 9 I 43 , chosen the Book of the 
Month by the Book Find ClMb (The Book Find Cliib is a Conmunist Book of the 
Month Club, aeoor dinpr to infor mation available locally,). This book was 
endorsed further by | I who was arrested Jime 6, 1.9h^t by Bureau 

Agents as one of the six principal subjects in the AMEEIASIA Espionage case* 
This latter work was also endorsed by Colonel Evans FTSJarlson, U, S* 

Marine Corps• 

From 1938 to 19Ul> ^^ibject was in China as a field secretary' for the Chinese 
Red Cross ^dical Corps, She returned to the Ikiited States in december 
I 9 UI and her last writings were a series of articles for "P M" newspaper on 
United States foreiga policy in China, published in October and November 

I9UU. 

H Confidential Informant G advised that Subject spoke under the auspices of 
the Samuel Adam? fchool for Social Studies at the ComHiunity Church in 
b7C Boston on, MejTGa.^^ 19h5» Ihe Samuel Adams School is a Communist-inspired 
&nd dominatetiiJisti'Ka tion and the pastor of the Community Church in Boston, 

" J I i^C^e Subjsct of a pending Internal Security—C case 

In Boston^ Approximately k$0 persons attended tois affair, 20 per cent 
M of whom were Negroes and less-than 10 per cent of whoa were Chinese, 

\, ■ SMBDLEY asserted that there was absolutely no democracy in China and the 
. only possible democratic force within that country was represented by the 

' Chinese Conmrunist armies. She said, "I am not a Communist and I do not 
know much about American Communists, but I do know that I feel completely 
at home in the presence of Chinese Cosamnists," 

On March I 9 , 1.9\i$t Miss SMEDLEX spokt at the Samuel Adams School, On 
b7c both occasions a collection was taken up for Chinese relief and, while the 
amount obtained at the Samuel .l^ ms School is unknown, informa^on has 
been received that picked up a purse amounting to^l,l 5 U, 00 « 


Prior to S ubject*^ appearance in Boston on the aforementioiu^ dates, |_ 

I I Communist Associate Director of the Adams S chool/ confer red 

with the -Administrative Secretary of District #1, CP, I I in order 

to insure that there would be no conflict in SMEDLEX's schedule. This 
information was recei ved from TS 200 who noted that from the conversation 
it appeared that both] |were scheduling appearances for 

Subject SMEDLEX.^^^ 
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I_I noted that SMEDIEI ims an intimate acquaintance of one|_|who 

Is an instructor for the Adams School. Information ob teine d from a hi^ily 
confidential soiorce on February 5, 19U5, reflects that | | held a 191^5 CPA 
jMmbership card. 

Miss SMEDLEY is among those Itofeed in ELIZABETlTrBILLING's ’•Red Network,” 
under the grouping "Iho Is Iho in fiadicalisa.* On Page 322 of this book 
there is contained the following: 

”AC21£S SMEDISI, Communist} International Union of 
RevolutiOBary Waiters} permanent 
contributor to international liter¬ 
ature; contributor to "New Masses"; 
member of the Revolutionary TSM-ters 
Federation." 

On Page 177 of the same work, the International Union of Revolutionary 
Ifiriters is described as an adjunct of the International Bureau of Revolu¬ 
tionary Literature, a Comintern organisation. The Revolutionary liters 
Federation is described as the American branch of this agency. The organi¬ 
zation publishes every two months at Moscow a magazine entitled "Inter¬ 
national Literature" in the English, French, German, and Russian languages. 

The Subject is listed as a permanent contributor and it is noted that a 
nmber of other alleged Communists are contained in the listing along with 
the Subject. 

The Boston bress reported on January 7j 19^45j that Subject had appeared at 
the Ford H^l Forum on January 6, I9li5, but her address on that evening was 
not publicized and there are no reports available from confidential informants. 

L /Si^ject of a p ending Inter nal Security-C case. New York 

City''originIadT?ised Informant_in New York City in or about 

March I9II5 that he considered AGNES fflffiDLEY to be the mos t violent revolu¬ 
tionary he had ever known. SMEULEY tos alleged by I I to be a med at all 
times with a pistol of sufficient caliber to kill a human being. I 

fxa*ther stated that he always feld uneasy in the Subject's presence because 
she had a violent temper and he was not certain at what moment she might 
decide to stage her own revolution by shooting a policeman or a well known 
capitalists 


Since I 


Iwas e ntirely serious at the time. Informant subsequently inquired 
_ijSabjeet of an Internal Security-C case, Boston origin. 
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_I_I the L ittle, Bro mi & Company, Boston, as to the veracity of 

_^statements. _ stated that he had heard from other people 

in the literary field that the Subject Twas at all times armed and carried 
a revolver with a heavy caliber. 

Informant further learned that the latter had not seen the 

revolver but that in conTOrsations with the Subject he had ascertained 
that she readily admitted her support of Communist causes throughout the 
world. 


- REFEREED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGH^ - 
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SAC> Albanr 


Ftbruuy 15# 1946 


Mb B6iMr Hsevtr * Qlnotoiv FtdtsBl Bnrwra of InoMticotioo 

O 

iflMB SUStJLB, IAS 

imsfi^AL ssctmm - lu 


_ RoforoiMMi 1« Mkki to tho npoxt of Spooial Afmai |_| 

dotod JIUKUU7 28, I9ii6 at BMton, ttuMMlMSotto* ohuwln it is 
•«t out tlMut tte sabM6 io report*! to at all tlaaa oangr a aids am 
of a baax^ oolibar. 

Tbo B«« lost Flold ISivloiMB la raquMtod to aaeartain If tha 
•ubMt baa obtalnod a pnnlt to eany a gm andar tha Mm Yotk Stata 
atatutm* 

In tha afont tha aabjaa^ la fomd not ta ham a pand.t» it la 
aaggaatad that tha Kga Unt Fial4 Dltlaiim aaka apiaiapariata arr ang a a o n ta 
attoNhgr it alll la tha Ibtum ba aogBlaaat of aagr iaMMaat la aBioh tha 
enibjmt aagr ba ia aiolatloa of thia laa. Thia infomatloa BtiooXd ba 
{xramtlgr rapmtad to tha Biarfkaa. 
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Mr. Tolson_ 

na*. E. A. Tarinr 

Clejsg_I 

Mr, Coffey_ 

MT. Glavln_ 

Mr. Lad d 
Mr. Mlchbls " 
MT, Rosen_ 

Trao' f 

J/x. Carso n ^ 

Kir. Egan_] 

ilr. aiirnea_< 

Vx. Hendon_, 

Penn lr,T:ton] 
LX. Quinr. Tasrm 
Mr. Nease 
lilss Ganay_ 


Rafaranoa la anda to previous correspondaiMsa in this oasa. nw Bureau 
is In agraeraant with yoar suggestion that a pl^ioal survaiUanoa of the subject 
on her frequent trips from Saratoga Springs, New York, might develop soaa 
pertinent inforaatiaQ. It is, therefore, soggeated t^at in the iHoediate future 
subject be placed under surveillance vhen she le scheduled to travel to other y 
citiea for ^>e purpose of giving leoturee or talks. \[£v0r7’e ffort should bs f 
■ade to identify individuals shs contaets on tlwse tripa and aapeclaXly afforts /C 
should ba made to dstendne if aha cemtacts any employees of the Federal Govern- 
Bwnt eho are in a poeltioD to pasa on to her confidential infomatlcn which 
they have in their poseeaaion ae a result of their OovemsMint position^ lour 
office should ap;>roprlataly advise other offices vdiere subJset nay be 'speaking 
of the above auggeeti<ui8 so that they will ba aw«re of the type of physical 
surveillanoe desired by the Bureau. /1 

With reference to your request ftur a check of the Bureau indicaa on 
certain names the foUceing is set forth for your infomatlcni 

Raysimd Robins is montloiied la the 19ii2-h3 edititai of ^o*8 Who iB; 

^ Aasriea. According to tills refnrwuee book, he was bom on Staten Island, .tkm 
York, on ^pt^ber 17, 1B73* Ko was educated at hcaw and in countxy aehools 
^ in Ohio, Kentucky, and Florida, fie narried Margaret Creler on June 21, 1905. 

" He was a Deputy Co w n anda r and Major, U. S. Arsy in the Anerloan Red Gross Mission 
to Russia in June, 15^7. Re was pronoted to Conaaander and Lieutenant Colonel, 

B. S. Aray, eoBaomding the Aaarlcan Red Cross Kission la Russia between November, 
W17, and Kay, 1916. On April 9, 1932, he and hie wife deeded their Chinsegut 
"ill Planation droves and forest Winter Homs coiqiosed of 2060 acres as a dona¬ 
tion to the 'ederal Oepartaant of Agriculture. This hcne is now known as Chinsegut 
I^BIU Sanetoaxy, Hernando County, Florida. In April, Hay, and June, 1933, he 
travelled approxlBately 8,000 ailes through the Soviet Ikdon studying mass 
producticNn on faras, in aiiUNi, in factories, ami prlaajy education under the 
Soviet system of social control. His winter horn la Chinsegut Hill, Hernando 
County, Florida, Post Offioe Brooksville. Bis summer booe is Southwest Harbor, 
Maine./ 4 

In 19U2 the poetaaster at Brortcavllle, Florida, was interviewed in 
crnmection with another natter for background inffunsaticki on Colonel Raymond 
Robins. Tha poetaaster at that time Informad that Colcmel Robins was bom in 
Kentucky and eaae to Brocdcsville to live when he was ajboy. He stated that he 
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prttflijMted in tiM ift<witk» Oold Satlikipi vnnliMl in Chicago 

fU lMBana aasooiai^ ii&^ BoroU Xokni^Kteurnlng i« Brookfvllla aboat 1930. 
w «iikt«d that CflilaBidL tobina «m nonalderad ifaalth| 3 f «aii hlfibl/ Mgarthid 1#; 
tha lilBaiiilliar tnH hai baan amMadi ^ pldlanthrople anbarprlsaa far mogr ybfp* 

Ha ixifornad iUiab SaldM vatu^ la 1933 aatritng ecaiaatii all^ Kuaslan 

(kmatiMBb^^^al^iala rae^pRlUan :af Biuiala. Prioir ^bO that 

tlaa ColcB^ irtdLtia la atroai^ advaaalad tha raeogni^on 

of fhiaala, aMdUig a aat&aaaida t^ apaakiim at thla aabjaot. Slnoa 1935* accor~ 
ding to tha poBtaMitarf Cclotal Roblna haa bain oimfinad to hla aatato, being 
dlaablad 4 m a raaalb of an Injwrjr. Ha atatad that la vlav of hii aui^rt of 
Rnaala indiTidttala aal aaaooialad with Collpal Roblra have eall«d hia a Coah* 
mmiat. (100-76^5-193 

* ■ ■ 

A raalav of tha Baraaa ftlaa iluio raflaalUi that aooMi pao|^ refer 
to Golcnal aid MTa. EUgmood Roblaa aa CcaaMiniata of the laidLUottuCl typa, and f 
thay ara alao allagad to have iatarbainad naogr Intallaataal Coanunista on thair 
aetata la Brookealllb, bean ooafldantially raportad that a 

Sayaoal ficbina la a aaUoMl dj a ag li r of fiuaaia lar Raliaf« Ino.« and a Baabar 
of tha Ghlaago Foeiai Goeaibliaa. ^^lonal Rayawnd Bobiaa la Uatad aa a aeahae , 
of tha Rational Board of tha Anarioan Couneil on Sovlat Ealattcna* (100-lh696U-3i 


Ju 


MaA^ Hill Saaatnary, Florida, on February Z, 

1^, «aa Hated aa a wndM^ of the Text Bepk CoaiaXlan Of the "Protestant.** 
the allagad purpoaa of the fbtct Book Goaglaalan la to allMnata anti-Seal tlo 
atataaenta fron AsMOiaan IhJtt Bwoka. (1^0^0523-39 page ^ 

I \ imv nantifioad in a report received 

froa the Departnant of Juatlef in Jbly, 19U5* Aoecrdt^ to thle report thaaa 
Individuala aara engaged in "fbcplbt Control liK»g Ghiaaaa Stodanta.** the 
report a dviaed ^t ac cardlag tf b confldoitial ini^iraiBit of tha ttepartnent 
of State J l ama rap or^d to lira at the Intarnalit aoal Houae in Raa lorit 

City and aaa daaolbad an tha| Knoadntang, a 

aaoret polioa ai|pmlaatgon In Cfiim^[ngl Ha xa aaid to be a "profaaaloDal 
atudant” aho has taken fOIfy ccorse in Columbia Cnivaralty for ysara and who 
apaoda hla tia* aaklng raporta on student actlvitlaa. 

A cool ing to the iaas source« (ah q apparently Is 

Identioal althl \ is t^ officiaxiir daiagatod I 

I of CMiillga atudenta In How lork City. Ha la reported to be a 
atndwt In the achocaL cr aduoaH on of Colunbia Unlraraltir. Hla addrats aaa 
given aa l I and Ms talephaae nuahor ae I } 

Ba is stated by this souroa to be a cloaa frimd and aaaoolata of I \ . 

fonar salnieter of adacaticn aoflROa head of the Board of Organiaatlcn of tha 
Central Executive Ccaolttaa of ^ Kuoatlntang in Chungking under ahosa acteinlatra- 
tioB tha draatlo ragnlationa on student thought control ware {»'oaulgatod. 

















I l has filed a foreign official eUtus notificaUon with the Department ^70 

of State and ia described therein as a "technical expert" for the Ministry 
of Education of the Chineae aoTemment. (105-23353-6) 


Mao Tie—tung may be deaoribed as the head of the Comnmiat Party 


in China* 
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FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


SAC, Albany, 

w«. 

UPTIIRNAL SECURITY - R 



DATE: March 12, 1046 

8620 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated October 16, 1945 (Bureau / 
File ^ 61o6580) re possibility and practicability of a technical surTeillanoe \ 


of the abore subject as wellfas nail and telegraph covers^at Saratoga Springs ,'f^r 
Hew York. 


It is not felt that a technical surTelllance would be practical or 
aid the inTSStigation in this case as the subject has no telephone and has rery 
few meetings of any kind in her home* It is to be further noted that this office 
has an informant who residesi I 


I I The informant 

has'altenaed sereral oi^ ine meetings which have been held at the subject's home 
has reported that they are amrely social affairs. Furthemore the informant 


Hew York being responsible for P 
estate enabling hi m to observe| 
has made a-rallable I 


I 


Jfrom and to the 


\ 


1 He 


▼estlgatlo at V 
negatively | 


J which might be of interest to this in- 


I for a peri od of three months were checked and resulted 
_ sent or received, these merely being confirmations 


of speaking engagements by the subject. 

Activity on the part of the subject has been negligible in Saratoga S'W- 
Springs, Hew York. It is felt that any pertinent activity being engaged in, is 
performed outside this territory. Frequent trips to Hew York City are made by 
the subject and a forwarding address left with the informant on these occasions,| 
usually in care of Mrs. M. tAMOBLANCE, Hyoming Apts., 7th Avenue and 55th Streets 
Hew York City 19, Hew York. Investigation by the Hew York Field Division hai^ 3 


revealed that Ifirs* EAHDBLAHCH is highly respected and no derogatory information 
developed. 




It is believed that a physical surveillance of the subject on her 
frequent trips from Saratoga Springs wo ^d de velop more pertine nt information 
than any other source at this time 7 ^"^^£^l>a ^ not bew suf ficie nt acTivlty' In 
the Albany Field Division bh the part of the subje^t^^’fS^ the past four months 3 
to keep this case in an active status. 4 r i /^ 


JNDi 


It is requested that the Bureau furnish thi^^pffilc .. ^_ 

a s to -fee physical surv eillance mentioned a bove. Contact wii^l |i^ln^inei3 
with the informant, but~"u5relii~aE^ the contrary, this case wfir 'be main-/^ 

tained in a pending inactive status iintil such time as any pertinent activity ^ 
or leads resulting fromithe coverage of the mail to the subject7 are deTolppfd 

^ CDASJI. 4 FTf, 

.m i«i cate t)F _ 
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^ I SB^partmsnt of Suawto 

S^ett^ral Btxt^ait of IttoositBoitoit 
How lork 7, Now York 


IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 
FILE NO-- 


Director, FBI 


March 6, 1946 




CONFmENTIAL 



b7C 


RE: AGNES SMEDLEY, was* 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau filo 61-6580) 

Doar Sir: 

Referenco is mado to Bureau letter dated 
February 15, 1946 in which the New York Office was 
advised that the subject possessed a side arms of 
heavy caliber, which she was reported to have in her 
possession at all times* 


Detective | | Special Squad I, New York 

Police Department, advised that there is no record of 
the subject having a pistol permit on file with the 
New York Police Department* It was ascertained from 
Detective | [ that a resident of Saratoga Springs, 
if such resident possessed a pistol pezmit, would be 
registered with the county in which Saratoga SprJ ngs 
is situated. 


Accordingly, the Albany Field Division is 
requested to check the appropriate county records and 
advise the Bureau whether or not the subject is in 
possession of a pistol permit* 





CC Albai^ 


Yfiry truly yours, 

E. E. CONROY, 



JJF;DJ 

100-68282 












ral Buvssivi of ftnuoBtti 



S^partm^nt of Justice 


707 National Savings Bank Building 
Albany 7, New York 


C0HFBJENriA.L 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir* 


April 3, 1946 


Ret AGNES SMEDLEY, Was* 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau File 61-6580) 



b7C 


Reference is made to New York letter dated l&roh 6, 1946 
in which it was requested that the Albany Field Division check f^e 
appropriate county records and advise whether or not the subject is 
in possession of a pistol permit* 


Clerk of Records, Saratoga County Judge's 


Office, advised on April 1, 1946 that all pistol permits for the 
County are filed with his office or wi th the Surro gate Court, both 
located in Saratoga Springs, New York* | | produced records 


back to the year 1932 and failed to locate a permit for the subject* 


I [ Sixrrogate Court Office, likewise 

stated that her records failed to reveal any permit issued to the 
subject* 


SPLiBJF 


Very truly yours, 

'Ci 

A. CORNELIUS, JR/ 
SAC 
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, bureau of investigatiq 
rATES department of JUSTj:, " 


CC-150 


f 


To: COMMUNICATIw^-- 

Transmit the following message to: 


SAC, HIW TCRK 


(UROEMT) 
JUNE 10, 19U6 


AOMES^ISI, IAS, IS-R. RMUm JOHI SEVER SIHETEHJ WBTI SH, FUTURE CfV|M» 
OF SUBJECT MAY BE HAMDUO) BY SPOT CHEOIB BOiEVIR YOU 8HDUU) MAKE CERTAIM Tttf 
IWERE CYRCWSTABCES WARRANT FULL SORVEItUNCE OOVERAOI IS MAINTAINED ON SUffmm 


ACTIVITIES. 


HOOVER 


COPIES destroyed 

m 8 EJUN 13 


t'r. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tairan_ 

Mr. Cleg g 

Mr. Coffey_ 

K'l’. Olavln__ 

Mr. Ladd__ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy__ 

Mr. Itohr_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. fvftimford__ 

Mr. Jones_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. Nease____ 

Miss Gandy 









nfiTf 


,, v,i46 




SENT VIA. 


9 dUN 


'■4> ‘ 
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V^1 V^ \ 

lASH FROM NEW YORK 12 7 6-08 P Y 7 I 

dilRECTOR URGENT I 

A PE ALBANY TEL JUNE THREE INST. SURVEILLANCE 1 

AGNES SMEDLEY, WAS., ISR. RESIDING WITH MRS. I 

OF SUBJECT maintained SINCE JUNE TH • p^^^OUS CONTACT OF HE^ 

^OBLAUCH. EICHT EIVE THREE .E EXCEPTI. f 

R«B HER ACTIVITIES HAVE BE^ ^ ^ppp^^EELY EIGHTEEN YRS. OF ,:^|; 
OF HER ATTENDANCE WITH THREE . IBEHTy 

rrr rr.:™. — 

AS »»n.«« . 


,FIES will be handled through spot checks^^ 


iLBANY advised 
[OLD PLS 





va 






61 - 65 aO 7 

Special Agent in ChajKe 


rti^ar\y. Heir lork 


Dear Sir: 


July Lb, 1946 


CONFIDOHTIAI 


RE; SECURITY MATTER 


Please be advised that a security index card has been 
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as follows: 


NATIVE BOSN 


CCliEUKISr 


TIIIJDLEY, AG:^:i 3 
ALIAS ^13; Aijnes Brundin, 
Marie Ro^rs, M« A* Rogers, 
Alice Bird, Mrs. Pstrolkos 


Yaddo Foiindation • 

3aratot;a Springs, Now York (Rea.) 

Yaddo Foundation 

Saratoi> Springs, How Yoi4£ (Bus,; 


The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy 
against the information contained in your files, and th.e Bureau should 
be informed of any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 
5" X 8" white'card captioned as above and reflecting your investigative 
case, file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File. 
In the event the above caption is not correct, the card you prepare should 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should be informed of the correct 
caption. 

The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office 
must be kept current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of 
any changes made therein in that connection. 


. Tolson^_ 

E, A. Tamm 

Clfigg_I 

. Coffey_ 

. Glavln_ 

Ladd 

Nichols 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Carson_ 

Egan_ 

Gurnea_ 

Hendo n 
Penning’to 
Quinn Tainm_ 


. 

... ~mm 


Very truly yours. 


-I 




mmm 


1^0 Edgar Hoover 

^^^®°^°^IICUSSIFrED 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FormKok^ / 

THISjpMElZmiaiNATEOAT AI£ANY 


NYmi^no. 100-68282 tfc 


RIPORTMADBAT 

PATE WHEN MADE 

NEV YORK 

SEP 

16 1946 



AGNES SICDIEY, iras* 


CONFIBEMTIAL 

SYNOPSIS or FACTS: SUEDIEY arrived Niu* 7*Oo{nC, "7/3/46, and resided with 

853 Seventh Avenue* Attended play 
^ eith three young women 6/3/46 irtxo are probably foimer 

^ ^ students Skidmore College^ Saratoga Springs^ New York* 

V > Subject returned Saratoga Sprite6/10/46* Background of 
^ A KNOBLAUCH set out. 


- R U C « 


BEiSBENCEs 


/ ^ > 


Teletypes from Albany, 6/3/46, 6/12/46* 
Teletype to Bureau and Albany 6/7/46* 
Teletype from Bureau 6/10/46* 

, mistype to Albany 6/11/^* OH. • 




aMAnSi; teletype dated June 3, 1946^^the Albany Field Division advised 

■ K ^ the New York Office that AGNESpPBDIZY left Albany at 4 j05 PM, 

K- A f'ipST on June 3, 1946, and would arrive at Grand Central Station 
2 ^ ^ Kt 7a00 PM aboard the North Shore LimitecU According to this 

^mmunieation SMEDLEY was wearing a dark blue sialt, red straw hat, riialess glasses, 
Hazrying black shoulder str^p purse, and a bouquet of Columbine flowers, and a 
inall gray suitcase* The message stated that she was being surveilled by Agents 
l^om the Albany Office and requested that the surveillatase be taken by Agents 
^frcm this field division upon her arrival in New York dty for the puipose of 
identifying inddviduals whom she e^taots and requesting that special efforts be 
made to determlDs if she contacts any employees of the Federal Government who are 
in a positien to pass on to her confidential infonaation which they may have in 
their possession as a result of their government mployment* 

t 

Subject arrived at (brand Central Station at 7 «q q 
J une 3. 1946. and a surveillance was maintained by Special Agentd I; 


A)' ^ 



COPIES OF THIS lUEPORT 


5>» Btireau 
3 Albany 
2 •» New York 


3-1 ^-'V'7 , 


ooiyL^ u‘9 
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b7C 


b2 

.b7D 


and the irrlter^ throiigh June 7, 1946, and thereafter a epot sur-r 
^7SIIISIi6e vae luiliitalned through June 12f 1946* 

From the etatlon SMEDLSY prodded diz^ctly to ij>artinBnt 6l)f ‘ 853 
Seventh Avenue, New York City, which is occupied by ICrs* KiilY B. KNOBLAUCH 
with whom subject has stayed on previous visits to New York City, 

A search of the subject's name through the indices of the New 
York Field Division and a review of the references obtained thereby reflect 
the following information which has not previously been included in a 
report; 


f 


Confidential Informan: 


a 


dvised onJ^ril 3, 1946, that a dinner 


b7C 


was held at the Roosevelt Hotel which was spcmsored hy tbeNlQ^iilTJ^ FOR A 

PCaJGY at which Reverend S!IEPHEJ|!^^TcMl acted as 
chalzmn, AiGNES SI£D^^ sat on the Sponsors r Dias as did .Meute^nt 
CaBB»ndBi»!i;DEAN, IHBODQRE HVsjSHTBB, Far Eastern CorreSponclant for 
and ''LIFE’' magasines, Captain C£(M2: S^^CHBOECH member of OSSj Mrs, 
EXUilNBNCJjlj FREIKRICK HDOR^eHA^YJ UNITED SXA’ffiS SENATOIlii.TOBEYj 

. RlCHARpi^ATTS, JR.J PHILIFifJAFFBr ClRLlSSi|5J^^ AI^I^iKAHN, and Iia 
^QCUFIN, the soldier idio led the GI demojiiBtrations in Manila, Speeches at 
the dinner called for real politioal and econcmiic democracy for China and 
for friendship between the United States and the USSR, the United States 
foreign policy was criticized in tlhe Far saat, and tboae gathered demanded 
withdrawal of American troops from China, A transcript of a speech by 
lladame SUN YAt was read, Congrat^tory messagea^ were received and 
read io the audience firom Secretary -^ HSiBY A,i|pU^CEf JliffiS 

It, Senator CLAUI#tepPER, Representative ADOLmtSABATH, Colonel 
:A»S f fSaiyaLSGW, EDWARD G>(e)BIHSON, ARTIE'^^W, QREGORl^'@CK, FRANK 
^’^IKATRAj OISO!^J(EU£S 4 and tra thousand dollars wai ~ 

collected at tm dinner, and among the large contributors were FHSDERXCK 
: 4^mD, £^&]^BIN, GORLISl^lAMONt, ;teBEt!t^<S[£ASON, dHARLOTTE^ONIG, 

^ JAFFEi ^GINiNfiZSCm, DIANA FQRBESi^OEERTSOIl^HEEAN, Mrs, ROBERT 

SAflygyiCK, and SAM JAFFE, la ^ 

Information in the New York files ^also indicate that in con¬ 
nection with another inveatiga tioo NHITTAKER CHAMBERS was interviewed on_ 
Miy iQ, 1945, by Special Agent I I 

WwinjiueBtioned concerning SlfiDLEY, CHAMBS31S said, "there is absolutely 
no ^estion about it," maudlng there is n© question but that AQBES SM0)LEY 
is a Gommunlsta He stated that everybody is acquainted with the fact. 

He further commented that she may never have had a Cpmnmnist Party membezv, 
ship book, but if not, it was because the officials believed here more 
valuable if COTjmuniat Party affiliations were not estabiished, Ha also 
related that it was rumored at the time EARH^BEliEER was in China that 
he had a most secret meeting with Cwranunist Party officials including 
AGNES SMEDLEY's Chinese husband. During the meeting the Nanking Police 
raided it and all were arrested. 


2 
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Infomatlon in the New iTork files further discloses that a full- 
page advertisement in the New Yoz^ Times dated Naroh 14> 1946, sponsored 
th^ir XZBNS imiiSP TO ABOLISH N0C®-RANKIN.6CPg^ Suite 170, 
Hotel Istcr, Brbadmy a^ 4§bh Street, New York City, lists the name ACMES 
SIEBEEY on a list of abot^ two hundred and seventy names headed, '‘JUST A 
Fm CF THE OOmiANDING AlCM^ AEE SPOISORING T® FI(2iT.« 

Tile surveillance in New York City from the time of subject’s 
arrival until the afternocm of June 6j 1946, failed to reflect any contacts 
made by the subject or any other aoti^tiea pertinent to this investigation 
However, on the afternoon of June 6, 1946, she attended a matinee perform¬ 
ance of the stage play e OKTAHGMA " at the Saint James Theatre with three 
unidentified young women* 

Ai^ter the |>lay attempts were made to identify these contacts of 
' the subject with the following results: 


IMdentified girl number one was described from observation as 

follows: 


b2 


Age: 
Height: 
HVbight: 
Hair: 

Build: 

ComplejdLon: 

Appearance: 


18 « 22 

Al^roadJnately 5’ 5“ 
330 lbs. 

^own 

StoolQr 

Blotchy 

Jewish; wears horn', 
rimmed glasses. 


unidentified girl number one left the subject in front of the 
. St. James Theatre and promeded to Madison Square (harden idiere she 
attended a meeting £«P th^g|H.IEF OF NEGROES CF SOUTO AFRICA which was 
sponsored by the CQUNG pi Cm TS'RICAN AFFAIIB, a Corarabist'lront (organization 
Confidential Informant ] ] subsequently advised that an estimated crowd 
of 15,000 i}ersoas, half negro and half white, attended this meeting and 
that the program favored freedom for the African colonies, and Big Three 
unity. It also castigated the foreign policy of Secretary of State 
\ JAlffiS BYRNES, and the various state Jim Crow Laws. Persons who are 
suspicious of Russia were also criticized at the meeting. A large sum 
of money was collected fear the relief of negroes in Africa and in 
attendance were reco^sized by the informant Communists, ui 


Due to the fact, however, that only one agent was available 
to surveil this young wtxaan the surveillance was lost in the immense crowd 
at the close of the meeting and it was, therefore, impossible to identify 
this person. 
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follows; 


Unidentified girl number tnfo la dascribed from observation as 


Aget 

Height; 

Weight; 

Hair; 

Ccmiplezlon; 
Facial 
Features: 
Dress: 


Build: 


Early twenties 

5»io» 

THO pounds 

Blonde 

Fair 

Fine and sharp 

Gray flannel suit, white crownless 
straw hat trinuned in brown and white 
ribbons 
Slender 


Iliidentified girl nianber two left the company of the subject in 
front of 853 Seventh Avenue, and proceeded to Room 1442, New Wellington 
Hotel* It was subsequently ascert ained that this rocm was occupied by 
I ~ ^ - I registration gave tlie 

adless 270 Park Avenue, New York City. 

The writer subsequently contacted Ifenager 

of the Hotel Marguery, 270 Park Avenue, New York Ci ty, who checked the 
indices of the hotel against < the name of I I wi th negative* results, 

and suggested that the writer contact| \ Who is Superintend¬ 

ent of the Marguery Apartments, also 270 Park Avenue* 

I I I --1 

I_[advised the writer that j__a tenant in the 

apartm ents, h as a brother who is a Major in th^ Array and whom he met 
once* I I did not see the Major's wife and was, therefore, unable to 
furnish any information whicn would definitely establish that this party 
is identical with unidentified girl nxunber two* He stated, however, that 
mail for some person by the name of | | has been routed by h im in 

the past to i i and has never bean returned unclaimed. | 

pointed ou t that Berg is tl» German word for HUl, an d, thus, the name 
I [ would be the anglooized form of | | The possibility. 

therefore, exists that unidentified girl numhAT* t.wn jg I | 

I ~1 whose husband is a brother of I _ [who occupies an 

apartm ent in the Marguery Apartme nts, j [New York City. 

[ related that[ [ is an oxa tenant. Hxs business con- 

neotions are unknown, however, his wife ’s father was JULIUS^sj^PPENHEIM, 
manufacturer of bologna casings* JULIUS OPRSNHEIM was also a tenant in 












t 
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the Marguery Apartments but both 'Mr* and Mrs* OH’^KHEIM are now dead* 


The writer then owatacted 


Credit Iidanager 


of! ti te New Y/ell-i net on Hotel, who checke d the past records and stated 
that I l have stayed at the hotel on 

three occasions since early May, 1946. The first time they registered 
they gave the address of Eglen Field, Florida. At the second registration 
the address of Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New Xoric, was given 
by the Major and his wife, and o n the third regis tration* 270 Park 
Avenue was given as the addayesa. I ~l checked out of the 

hotel on June 7, 1946, and left no other forwardi ng address but left 
the following telephone number, | 


bVC 


stated that 


e into the hotel 


on June l6, 1946, and cashed a twenty dollar check remarking that she 
was piirqhasing theatre tickets for the play HAMLET at the City Center, 
New York City. At that time she gave an address on the west side of 
Manhattan in the eightie s. However, t here is no written record of 
this latter address, andl I was relying solely on her memory. 


b7C 


Confidential Informant 


]is listed tof 


advised that the teleph one number 

New York 


City. ( j “ “ 

A search of this name again st the indices of the Now York Field 


b2 

b7D 


Bivieion reflects that 
of a closed internal security investigation in the Hew York Office. 


pf the same address is the subject 


b7C 


b7C 


A review of that file reflects that ^ 


fc^ EARL BROWDERj formerly was on the staff of the newspaper PM, and that 
he contributed articles to the DAILY WORKER, NEW MASSES, and the Coamunist 
Sinoe 1931* The file further reflects thatf ‘ I 

Of TASS NEWS AGENCY of New York Cityj th at he wfes bor n I | 

in Baltimore, Maiyland under tlw name of | | ^^ording to the 

file he is known t^have ^corresponded with GEHHARl!!^known Ccmdntern 
Agent; his wife is l I sister/of i 7^ present 

manager of-TASS NETiS AGENCY of the USSR'In New York’ City* 


b7C 




The third tmidentified girl who accOBg)anied the subject to the 
sta^ play CHCLAHOMA on Juxie 6, 1946, entered 853 Seventh Avenue, New York 
City, Krith the subject, subsequently emerged with her, and had supper at 
a delicatessenacross the street, and then returned to 853 Seventh Avenue* 


5 
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At 9s30 PM the night of June 6 , 1946, the third unidentified 
girl emerged from 853 Seventh Avenue, walked to 42Dd Street yid took the 
east bo und crosstown trolley to Sec ond Avenue, and walked t o| 

She entered apartment I I which is occupied by one \ 



hlC 


Unidentified girl number three emerged from the apartment house 
at 11:15 PM, took the west bound crosstown trolley on 42nd Street from 
Second Avenue to Grand Central Station, and at 1:25 AM sto boarded a north 
bound train and got off at Mamar oneck. New York* At 2:45 PM she entered 


the house at [ 


Mamaroneck, New York, which is located on 


Credit 


b7C 


a corner or the house next door thereto* 

On June 13j 1946, the writer contacted 
Manager for FRED F. FRENCH MiNAGEM^T COMPANY, INCORPORAOED, 332 East 42nd 
Street, New York City * which firm manages the apartment house at I I 

Place* I I referred to the re cords of the firm and advis ed that 

I I occupies Apartment] 

single ten ant* ‘ ’ "' 

address o fj 
Aar motherf 


as a 


sne leased the apartment on April 15. 1946. showed a home 


_] and indicated that 

___J of the above address* According to her 

application for the lease she is employed by the CONCORDIA JALLIA CORPORATIOI* 
1400 Broadway, New York City, which is engaged in the textile industry, 
and where she has been enq)loyed since February 4> 1946* Her ocot^pation 
was listed as a designer, and she gave the following references: 

UlOiTEB S1A3ES NATIONAL BANK J 

b7C IENNSYLVANIA TRAFFIC COMPANY, and 

Dr* L* E* LCHGWEJjL, all of Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania* 


She gave as further reference 


]_ 

and indicated i 

boat tne xatter reference is witn 


the PENNS YLVANIA JUNIOR ACAI^MY OF SCIENCE. Her final reference was 
I ~l Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York* 


—-1 _ I inqu iry of all references were very ccsaplimentary to 

and reference ] | advised that she attended Skidmore College where 
sne was an honor student# 

Special Aewitl ] of the New York Field Dlvlflion_ 

interviewed.]_ 

for the purpose of identifying unidentified girl number three who is des¬ 
cribed as follows: 


b 
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Ages 
Heights 
Weights 
Appearaace s 
Hairs 


Complexions 

Builds 

ClotMng: 


Demeanors 




18 - 22 

Approximately 5' 6" 
Approximately 135 
Jewish 

Dark brown, hangs just below 
shouldersj wears a comb on 
each side of hair 
Sallow, scarredjblotches 
Stocky 

Dark blue two piece suit, 
red shoes, red reptile purse; 
which was long, shallow, and 
flared at the bottom* 

Nervous 


Aocoirding to[_ 

that unidentified gi rl number three is f 
Rabbi who re sides at I 

states that _is located next door to 

in Maioaroneck, New York* He stated that[ 


the above descrt ption indicates 
I daughter of a 


J graduated frOTi 


b7C 


Skidmore College, id the Spring of 1946, and cong)leted her course four 
years ago in Mamaroneck High School* Her father is presently without a 
synagogue, but is serving as chaplain in several New York hospitals* Ihe 
family is well thought of according t d b ut wou|d be one which 

would unquestionalby fight anti-Semitism and would question presently 
established doctrines* 


Special Agent ] _— -,_ 

of Schools. Mamaroneck, New York* who resides at|_ 


also ccmtacted 


1 Superin tendent 


3 that he is well acq uainted w ith] 

that by reputation | "leans to the iert*" 


younger sister and sale _ 

He explained that she is the type who would pass, out handbills on the street 
favoring movements leaning toward Communism, but that he knows nothing 
specific relating to her activities# 


b7C 


According to 


is enployed by 


who is a psychologist* She aids him in c<»ipiling information for use in 
magazine articles and in interviewing people in her hcxne town and ccmpiling 
statistics as to their opinions on political questions* 


b7C 


The names of 


were searched 


through the indices of the New York J!i,eid Division with negative results* 

The following names were also searched through the indices of the 
New York Field Diid-sion with negative results: 


■b7C 


7 
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MARY B. KNOBUUGH 
CHABIES Eg^CBIA UCH 


The writer interviewed 


Manager q £ the H^naoiing 


Apartiaents 853 Seventh Awnne, New XPric uity, in which is located the 
apartment of pjlY B. KSC®tAUCH in which the subject stayed during her 
visit in New York City^ ite advised that l^frs. KRCSIAUCH is the widow of 
CHARIES E. KNOBLAUCH whd was connected with Colonel 'WILLIAM B* fflOMPSON. 
KSCSBLAUCH wa s milli onaire and lost most of it during the crash of 1929• 


According to[ 


I , KNOBLAUCH lost his mind and died* His widow, MARlJ 
B* KNOSLAUClif who is seventy years of age and childless, has travelled 
over the entire world and has a collection of oriental objects* Her 
sole support since the business failiire and death of her husb and is a 


trust fund which was left her by a relative who is unknown to|_| The 

informant says that Ifrs* KNOBLAUCH has a very brilliant mind hut is quite 
hard of hearing and is slowly dying frcmi a cause which he is not familiar 
with# 


Jhasmuch as the pligrsical surveillance had not proved of great 
consequence as farthering the investigation of the subject was 

concsrned, the Bureau and Albany Field Di vision were advised on June 7, 

1946, that the surveillance was discontinued as of midnight tnat date 
and that the remainder bf her visit in New York City would be oovorod by 
a spot surveillance* 

(^: June U, 1946, inasmuch as the subject had not been observed 
through spot checks siiuse the evening of June 6, 1946, the Albany Field 
Division was advised by teletype and requested to check the subject’s 
rtsidenoe in Saratoga Springs and determine whether or hot she had retwned 
to her home* On the following day, by referenced teletype of June 12, 1946, 
the Albany Field Division advised that the subject returned to Saratoga 
Springs on the afternoon of June 10, 1946* 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


- 8 - 


b7C 


b7C 










r 


NY 100-68282 


CONFIEffiN^] 


INFORMANTS 


The oogfldentiai inf pri nts aentioned in tne report of 
Special Agent ] 1 dated at New York, New York, 16 1946 

are listed belowt 

Report of Confidei^bial Informant_ 

whose identity is Inown to the Bureatu The 
Import is dated April 3, 1946, and is contained 
in the file of the investigation entitled, 

»C01fliITTEE FOR miOCRATIC FAR EASTERN POLICY, 

INTERNAL Purity ~ c.« b2 


Confidential Informant|_ 
is known tot the Bureau* 

Confidential Informant]^ 
is knoNn to the Bureau* 


whose identity 


whose identity 


- 9 « 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT I'lHTilV YOM 


FILE NO. 100-9125 rrnk 


REPORT MADE AT 

Albany 

DATE WHEN MADE 

12-19-46 

— 

PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

11-14^46 

REF 

»ORT MADE BY 


TITLE 

w 

AGNES SMSDLKY, with aliasas. 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERl^IAL SECTTRITY (R) 


r rv 1.1 F T n T' T,l..m.T »| T 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject active speaking on Chinese communists before 
AVC meetings in Albany, an^? Schenecta'^y, IIY. 

b7C 

- P* - 


Reference: 


Report of Special Agenti 
at New York City. 


datei^ 9-1G-46 


j;^etai Is t 


\ 


b2 

b7D 


Cont act has been continue^ v.ith Confix’ential Informant 
□ who has a^viser^ that the subject has been making 
occasional speeches in the vicinity of Saratoga Springs 
b\it has not left the Albany territory to his knowledge» 


On September 5, 1946, subject spoke at the .Joseph Henry Memorial in Albany, New 
York, at a meeting sponsored by the American Veterans’ Committee* She recited 
her experiences in China in regard to her contacts with the Chinese communists 
and during most of her speech was upholding the Communist cause in China* 


o 


b2 

b7D 


On October* 15, 1946, a meeting v/as held at the Hotel Van Curler, at Schenec¬ 
tady, New York, which was also sponsored by the AVC, and was attended by ap-^^^ 
proximately 25 persons* AGNPJS SMEDLBY was the main speaker, and according t^ 


mi 



GENERAL S TILWKLL, former commander of all American troops in China* Prom thb 
excerpts read, these letters undoubtedly a'^vocated the withdrawal of our trobpb 


from China* She stated that she had not published these letters because she! 


had given her word that they would not be made public* 

7f- 


PPROVEDAND ' //A jt ~ 7 ~ 7 / "T ^ECIAI. AC 

ic.^- / ' 


APPROVED 


^GENT 

Charge 




IM 


h:' 


,/ 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


^«OPlES OF THIS REPORT 


5 - rm-iiM Ml, 

1 __ San Pranci^^dlPlI 

2 — Albany ' .. 








Ip/ A^sg-Q ■ , 17 ::? 
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According to these letters, STILWELL in no way agreed with CHIANG 
KAI SEEK in the handling of ttxa political situation in China and stated he had 
not publicly fought OHIAEG KAI SEEK because he did not want to become in- 
Tolved in a "squirting cont:est with a skxjinlc". SliEDLEY stated our meddling in 
ithe Chinese situation undoubtedly helped create the civil war, , 7 

I—I ^ 

According to|_^ SMEDtLBy had with her one Mr, SHOIii (phonetic) author 

of "Rickshaw Boy" and that SHOE briefly spoke and stated that the Chinese hate 
the British and are learning to hate the Americans, 


As outlined in Albany letter to the Bureau dated March 12, 1946, 
this case will be continued in a "ponding inactive" status and any pertinent 
activity will be closely followed. 


— P E N D I N G*- 






AL 100-9125 


A copy of this report is designated for the 
information of the San Francisco Office because 
of the obvious Comintern implications of the 
subject and _ as mentioned in Bu¬ 

reau letter dated April 25, 1945, at Albany, New 
Yoric. 
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TEMPO aiHY COHFIDBHTIAL IMFORMAICTS 
Referred to in this Report 








Ojjice ~N[£h • unitj^d states government 

TO : Director, FBI date.- 13, 1S47 

FROM SAC, ALBAM 

subje6k^^AGNES^SMEDLEY,'TOIS* 

INTERNAL SECURITY' - C 
(Bureau File 61-6680) 


The Subject^ s nameJ is being deleted from the Key Figure List of 
the Albany Division. In vievj of SAC Letter dB.ted April 17, 1947, it is 

not believed this Subject warrants active investigation. 

It is requested that the Subject’s name be remdved from the Bu¬ 
reau’s Key Figure List. 

This case is being closed in the Albany Office. 

' \ ,A> '"A" 

V, 3^ 

JDlffsYA , 

100-9125 
cc 100-9142 
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SkC, Albany 
Olraotor* FBI 
aQUS} SBiEDLBXf «a«t 

ihtesbal sacimirr - c 

Albany m« 100-9U5 



Novwbar 5 $ 1947 


a« 100-9U5 ^ ^ 


Attaoliad alNi two {dwtoitotio e^M at a "warntj of 
■J . InforiiAtion* aatad SotiiaiAMr 19, 1947, roooitod froa (M «n Ootobor 17, 

trkJl^ 1947, aal proparod by Oanaral Haadquartora, Far Suit Gonmnd, liUltary 

^ IntalUganoa SaoUon, Omaral Staff, 


[ott art raqt 


on aj 


tha part of tba Sobjaat.^f^ ^ 

AttaotkM OTHER OGA 


APCtJo 
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MEgaawa WSSSXJSft * S 
(Bt» T«ffk ftU »* VHMSm) 
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Amrlcan Embasay 
1, Groavanor Squar« 



W.. *'*’*Jf? 

i '4 ' 




London, England 
lovambar 17, 194'^' 


'- r " .^*'•^*'1 %■” V ' 


VIA AIB POG® 




Diraotor, FBI 
Waahington, P. C* 




Daar Sir: 


Bat BED! ABP PAUL MASSING 






Rabulat datad October 8, 1947, tranamltting ooplaa 
of a ma*K>randtaa raflActlng tha raault^f IntarTiaaa with Hadl 
and Paul liaaaing and Blaa Bamaut./]^4/! 


CQKrif 




Vary tinily yotira. 


■Kffffiffll - J. A. Clxiq>arman 

—. I Lagal Attaoha 

JACtIB ^ 

65-698 Hf 

Jr ■ ■ ^ -.A. .... .... 
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VPORT'l'^; 
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sTandaqp form no. 64 


• UNITEjl-t oixi.x\»^ w OVERNMENT 




Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 


", rr.v-^. 

Hs??, 

'|*4oj 


SUBJECT: 


AGNES SrCBDLEY 
INTERNAL SECURITY (R) 

(Bureau file 6 I- 658 O) 

Re Bureau letter dated l/6/i|.8* 


DATE: ftebruary if, l^ifS 

^CC /^A/ pkoEimw. 

- — ^ /S: 




JULIAT^-'^jUMPERZ was interviewed at his office at 6 IO 
Fifth Avenue, N^, by an agent in connection with the Information 
requested in reference letter* 

For the Bureau’s information, it has proven difficult to 
get detail out of GUMPERZ in the contacts made with him to date* 

He sets the time for the interviews. However,"he gives the impression 
once the interview is under way that his time is limited. For ex¬ 
ample, he takes phone calls in the Agent’s presence and from the 
conversation it is made quite obvious that another person is waiting 
to see him. This is not to say that GUlilPERZ is antagonistic. He is 
friendly, but very businesslike. He is either a very busy man or 
tries to create that impression. He gives one sentence replies 
without elaboration and is inclined to state authoritative opinions 
without supporting facts* This necessitates series of questions to 
elicit the detail that the Bureau wants in this type of an inter¬ 
view. These circumstances are pointed out since they affect inter¬ 
views conducted with GUMPERZ. 

GUMPERZ stated that he first heard of AGNES S!£BDLEY in 
1927 when she was teaching English at the University of Berlin. 

Later he met her in Paris sometime in I 928 * He translated a book 
which the subject v/rote into German and was Instrtimental in getting 
portions of this book published in the German paper ^Frankfurter 
Zeltung.** As a result of this business relationship, GUMPERZ 
stated, he was instrumental in getting aiEDLEY appointed as a cor¬ 
respondent for the above newspaper in China. As a result of this when 
SMEDLEY went to China GfOMPERZ translated her articles for the paper 
and also handled her income from this source. He said that he 
banked the money for her in Berlin and when she needed funds she 
would write to him and he would forward her the amount she requested* 

GUMPERZ stated that he recalled that SMEDLEY was first 
assigned to Harbin* He said he didn’t knov; what the circumstances 


JJW:DMcK:els . \/p I.. 

100-68282 „j,„Classi«eil 

^ "liffSOH-PCpK II, 1-2.'4.2 2-- 

DATJE OF a:a|IE-t7 




ILU IfJFORI^ATW C0N7A!II€0 _ 
HERE!?' EXCEPT 

WHERE OTHERWISE 











NY 100-68282 

Letter to the Director 


were concerning her transfer later to Shanghai. He said he 
believed that she discontinued her work for the Zeitung about 1951 » 
mainly because of the difficulty involved in getting her dispatches 
translated. About the same time she became more Interested in 
Chinese affairs and less Interested in Hindu affairs. 

Concerning SJISDLEY’S political sympathies, CtTJT.IPERZ ridiculed 
the idea that she was at any time a Communist or a Communist sym¬ 
pathizer, at least during the period when he was connected with 
her from I 928 until 1951• Subsequent to that time, he said, he 
knows very little concerning her activities. He said that during 
the period in which he knew her he, although still a Commxmist 
Party member, had already broken with the Communists in spirit. 

This of course v/as not known to his Communist associates, who many 
times expressed their dislike for SMEDLEY and their concern over 
the fact that OTMPERZ was associating with her. He stated that 
SMEDLEY differed with the Communists In nearly every issue that 
came up during that time. In his words, SMEDLEY was anti-Comint ern 
and ant i-Commu nist but not necessarily a nti-Soviet ; He said that 
it was impossible to thinK ol' SMEDLEY as a Comintern agent or an 
agent for anyone because of her instability and her emotionalism. 

He said that Communists during that period were constantly being 
warned to exercise caution in dealing with her. GFIMPERZ said it 
may be true that she associated v/ith some Hindu Communists or Hindus 
who were sympathetic to the Soviet Union, mainly because the 
Hindus were anxious to get support from vi/hatever source they could 
get it. 



GUMPERZ stated that he had no Information concerning 
SIEDLEY’S activities among Communists in China. Since SMEDLEY’S 
return from China in 19^0 194l» GUIilPERZ said, he has had a couple 

of letters from her but he said that he could recall nothing of 
interest in these letters. 


b2 

b7D 


It is noted that SMEDLEY, according to other informants, 
was believed to have been in Moscow during the winter of I 929 and 
1950 * When this was mentioned, GUMPERZ said that it was probably 
true. He said that he thinks that she went there at that time to 
see Hindu friends and recalled that he received letters from her 
dispatched from Moscow/ 

i..y 


It is believed xhal 


hat/ 

information concerning SMEDLEY 



matter will be 
tunl ty. 


]^ay be able to furnish additional 
ng the pertinent years and this 
discussed v/ith that Informant at the earliest oppor- 


cc: Albany 


2 










STANDARD WRM NO. 64 
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Office M.emorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FSIr^^ ’ 

SAC, New York 

AGNES SiaEDIEI, was 
INTERNiLL SECURDTr - R 







DATE: March 1, 1948 


I '■"' i 
it I 


Renylet February 4» 1948* 




^ /'Confidential XnforaantI_ |waa interviewed concexh^ng the 

Jr subject on February 25, 1948* Inforoant stated that she knew SUEDIEY quite 
^ w well back in the late 1920*8 and early 1930*s, Infonnant, a CoBKunist 
|^f<^ during that ^eri^ and later an active GPU agent, furnished the following 
Inforatationf 

She said JUUJk^^-^fSoBRZ would have found it difficult to ^ 

^ discuss AGNES SjEDIEI with agents* He had a love affair with her and 
^ o subsequently, after they had broken up, SMEDIE7 became quite vicious in 
^ |i ? her reoarks concerning GDMFERZ* The affair between QUIOE!^ and SUEOIET 
began about 1928* GUMFERZ did actually do translations of her writings 
g£^^^or books and newspapers and the infomant said that QUllI’ERZ*s statements, 
CuK^Twhleh are set forth in reference letter, regarding SUEDLET's assignment 

to China for the Zeitung were correct* She said that undoubtedly GUIQERZ 
2 jbjX handled financial transactions for her in this connection and informant 
* * ^ would expect that he forwarded money to her in Chine under the olrcftestances 
Infonnant said that GUUFERZ and SISEDIEI broke up early in the 1930*8 but 
she could not give a definite tlms* ^^/vS) 


P - ? 
sEs: se 


X 


I_[said she met SMBDLBT first about 1928 in Paris and 

Jos QUNP8RZ met her first at about the same time* Informant met her several 

times dtiring the next few years and knew her quite well during that period* 
^ Infonnant stated that she met SMBDIEI in Nos cow in 1931* At that time 

t SlEDIgl was apparently upset and was very critical of the Comintern* The 
ii^oxmahir did not know exactly i^t caused this but said she suspected 
^!^i:^'^that SMEDLEI was being prepared for an assignment in China for the 
Comintern* She said 3MEDIBT had a hi^ o pinion of her ability as a 
® M aTSfhN writer and correspondent* She had evidently been told by the Comintern 
^ that she was to do no wnting or that "other work" was to come ahead 

^ e writing* It is noted, however, that the informan-^only speculates ^ 

in this connection* She had no specific informatl.on* ^ ' j 

»o^\ n I-1 

” w |4 Relative to SMEDIZY'*s activity for the Comintern,|_| said, 

uSE "Of cotirse, she was used"* The informant said she could furnish nothing 

^ ~ ■ specific in this connection but stated that certainly Comintern i ./ '"Tr't**? 

/ tives and/or Soviet espionage services would use her for her contacts and ^ 

9 knowledge of the Far East* She said SNEDIET might or might Mt know what 

/ ' she was being used for and could not say to what extent* (K§\jh 
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Letter to Director 
NT 100-68282 


In connection irith information recently developed that AGNES 
SMBDIET,iias associated T»ith and recruited a Japanese agent for Dr, RICHARD 
^,x^ICA)?^SQRGE, the informant, who is well acquainted with both SQR® and 
SlilBDIEf, stated that thsy were acqua^ted with each other. The Bureau 
was previously advised that AIFR^D’^HIBERG said he was in possession 
of clippings from the Chicago Triune, idilch clippings named AGNES SMBDIEY 
in the SOR® espionage case, 


An agent of this office more recently saw a photostatic copy 
of this Chicago Tri bune article. This photostat is in ttJe possession of 

I of the New Leader in New Tork City^The article stated 
that son® credited SljEDIET with the recruitment Qj^^wUN^OZAKI, one of 
SORGE's most Important sub-agents in Japan, It is believed that additional 
information will be available to the Bureau if records of the SCSI® trial 
can be obtained. 


I 


of origin. 


This matter is being referred upon completion to the office 


cct Albany 
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Office Mem. 


• UNITED 


GOVERNMENT 




Director, FBI 
SAC, Albany 


DATE: April 14, 1948 


SUBJECT; ACU^S SrifcMfciY 

INTtmiAL SECURITY - R 

Remylet to New York, April 8, 1948. V 

It has been definitely ascertained that the Subject has left her residence 
at the Yaddo Foundation, Saratoga Springs, New York permanently. Her effects have 
been moved and the source of information at Yaddo advised that she will not return. 

i^^er most recent address as set out in referenced letter is Palisades, 
Rockland County, i>ew York. . ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

It is requested that the New York Office verify Subject's address and 
advise the Albany Office immediately in order that the Office of origin may be ' 

changed. 


PRBtmem 

100-9125 


cc: New York (100-68282) 
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b7C 









.August 26, 1948 


EE: AGNES SMSaUBY, UM 

INTMiNAl. SECURITY - ft 
Tour File it 100-9125 

A review of the files at. the Bureau in connection with this subject 
has revealed that a report has not- been recei ved from your offi ce concerning 

the subject since the report of Special Agent I_ 

dated at __lr!--^ 

While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
I a report be submitted periodically on Security Index card subjects unless the 
I subject is also a top functionary, it is felt that in view of the tense inter- 
I national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set- 
{ ting forth the extent of the subject’s present activities* in connection with 
; the Communist Party and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 
V session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are 
considered a threat to the internal security. 

i ’ - ■ 

In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 

summary form the information contained in your files not previously reported. 
Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious 
material should be avoided. Where a description of the subject has not been 
reported, that, too, should be included in the report and also placed on the 
reverse side of the Security Index card in accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter No. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. 


b7C 


61-6530 
SAC, Albany 

Dear Sir: 


In the event the subject’s current address is not the same as that 
which appears on the Security Index card, you should correct the Security 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. ' 


In order that the Security Index will contain only the names of those 
individuals who can be considered to be a threat to the internal security of 
this country, the Bureau desires that you carefully appraise this case and if 
it appears that the subject, based on his present position and activities or 
past position and activities, cannot be considered such a threat, then in ad¬ 
dition to submitting the report, you should recommend that the Security Index 
cAJPd be canc^ai,,__ 

Thjs matter should febeive' your immediate attention. 

Wailed 

Very truly yours, 



; 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




L 


V/ 


- \ 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


# # 

Ojfice NLeMorandum • united states government 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Albaiy 

a 

AGN£S SM KPriKY*, Whs • 
INTERNAL SBCURITI - R 
(Bureau File 61-6580) 


Seibtembar 14) 1948 


\/mf' 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 26, 1948 requesting a 
report on the Subject's current activities. 

It has been ascertained that Subject has left her residence at Sara?- 
toga Springs, New York, and is not expected to return. Her address as of 
April 1948, was Palisades, Rockland County, New York. The New York Office was 
advised of this infoimation by letter dated April 14, 1948, and requested to 
verify the address. As soon as a reply is received fron New York, Form FD-128 
will be submitted and the pertinent serials fbrnished to the New York Office. 

No report is being submitted by this office at the present time. 


PRBsVA 

100-9125 


cc - New York 


RECORDED 
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f 

Office Memomndum 


9 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Hevy York 

■'V 

AGNES SIJEDLSY, was; 
INTERNAL SECURITY (R). 


DATE: 10/ll/i^8 



Rebulet 9 / 50 A 8 . AGNES SMEDLEY is pre sently residing 
at Snedens Landing, Palisades, NY, c/o l ( « 

SMEDLEY receives all her mail through General Delivery, 
Palisades, NY. 


cc: Albany 




TJlvICAjela 

100-68282 
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UNITELr 'axarxuD GOVEIBL^J^MENT' » 


TO^ ; 

r\ 

Director, FBI 

DATE: 


SAC, Albany 


SUBJECT: 

AGHES SMEDLEY, was. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

' V A* 

^ f V- ' " 

x,^ . i . 

/ 

(Bureau file 61-6580) 


'a 


Eaclosed here^vith for the Biireau's file is a specimen of subjeot’s --'- 
handwriting. Subject is a key figure in this Division. ' 


■1943 



CMP;RY 

100-9125 

1 Enel. 
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FD - 128 
\ 6-17-46) 



^shstal ®mmn of Sttuoatraafinti 
707 Kational Savings Bank Buildii^ 
Albany 7, New York 



IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 


Director, FBI 


AOl^S Sm)L£Y« WAS., 
INTERNAL SECDfilTY - R 


Dear Sir: 


The captioned individual, the subject of a Security Index card 
heretofore maintained at this office, has moved to an address within another 
Field Division. The Bureau is requested to correct the Security Index card 
maintained at the Seat of Government, and the Field Division for which copies 
hereof are designated below is requested to prepare for inclusion in its 
Security Index card file a Security Index card captioned as follows and bear¬ 
ing the appropriate case file number: 


SMEDLEY, A&NES , 

With aliases t Agnes Brundin, 
Jfciriel Rogeir, M, A.’’Rogers, Alice 
^Bird, Mrs. ^Retroikos 


NATIVE BORN 


COMMUNIST 




Gen eral Deliveri^ 
c/o| 


Ralisades, New York 


Ralisades, N.Y, 

DECUSSIFIED 
ON . 


/ DECUSSIFIED 

T^e following copies of serials containing important infor^tion 
concerning the subject are being forwarded to the Field Division covering 
subject's new address, together with its copies of this letter: 

Report of SA _dated December 19, 1946 at Albany, New York, 


Report of SA |_| dated December 19, 1946 at Albany, New York, 

Photographic copy of miscellaneous correspondence, pap ers and cards from 

I made available by a 

hiP-hlv confidential .source, and photographed bv SATs ] 

I_I on August 29, 1945, together 

with negatives of same, 

S _,A 

Photographs and handwriting specimens have already been submitted to the/^Burea*^ 


In view of the fact that the_New York_ Field Divisioii has 

verified the present residence of the subject in its Division, this office is 

considering -New.-York-- as the new office of origin, and tMs case is 

being RUC'd to that office with the submission of this ^ 

Pi u V . 

J 111 I ^3^ruly yours, 

Ji f fi. M M i I m I 


New York 


^aTcorhblins, JR. y ^ 
Field Division (Bhc.) _ SAC . 






^^RAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 


^ T;Tr, 


i iriw 

THJSCAJEO^kATEDAT YORK 


NY 10O-682S2 ^S1*^ 


R VORT MAOS AT 


NlSr YORK 


DATE WHEN MADE l*ERIOD FOR ' " 

WHICH MADE 25 S 

ll/a8>/48 8/l8}10/l/48 


REPORT MADE BY 


~l v.b7C 


AdNBS SlfEDLEY, if&Sm 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTBEINAL SECURITY « 



■/ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 







™ Subject presentl y residing st Sned ena landii^^ Palisades, 
New York, care of j ^ IntMrjriew with 

Confidential InfoTOgHT j N naa JULIAJTOUMPERZ re 

subject's part in Communistic activities il^ O tH ant. 

- 5 ^ set forth* Reports of Confidential Informant 

summarizing SMEDLEY'S activities in the Sorge Spy Ring 
set out. V/^j 

^ y b2 per FBI 


M P M 


REFERENCE} 


DETAILS} 


Bureau File Number 61-6580* b7C 

New York letter to Bureau dated 2/4/48* 

New York letter to Bureau dated 3/1/48* 

New York letter to Bureau dated October 11, 1948. 

AT NEW YCEK CITY 


■b7C per FBI 



On October 1, 1948, Special Agent 
jjrorified the subject's addre ss as Snedens La nd-iwg 
TOlisades, New York, care of|, This 
infomation was obtained from"C6nric[eh€raT informant 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THESE 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

iSbarqr (100-9125) StuSEl 

l«^n Francisco (info) 

2-New Y»jck- b2 per FBI- 

_ yy mi _i_ 
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NY 100-63282 


b2 Der FBI SMEDLEY’S PART IN SOROE SPY RING 

^ g .r — OTHER OGA 

Confidential Informant I | by memorandum dated September 
19* 1947* furnished the following infinnation concerning SiEDLET’S activity 




OTHER OGA 


b2 per FBI 


I-1 

Confidential Informant |_| reportedWin January 1930, under 


I4» 


OTHER OGA 
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INTERVIEW WITH JULIAN GUMPER2 


JULIAN GUMPEaZ Tias interv iewed at his of fice. 610 Fifth 
Avenue, Hew York City, by Special Agent | and furnished the 
following informations 

b7C per FBI 
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MI 100-68282 


GUMPERZ stated that he first heaid of AGNES SMEDLEI in 1927 
•when she •was teaching Siglish at the Uat'?ersity of Berlin* later he 
met her in Baris sometime in 1923* He translated a book ■which the 
subject •wrote into German and was instiramen^tal in getting portions of this 
book published in the German paper "Frankfurter Zei'tong*" As a result of this 
business relationship^ GUMPll^ stated, he was instrumental in getting 
SUEDLEI appointed as a correspondent for the abo've newspaper in China* 

As a result of this when SMHDLEI went to Chinsj GUMPliHZ 
translated her articles for tiie paper and also handled her income from this 
source* He said that he banked the money for her in Berlin and when she 
needed funds she would write to him and he would forward her the amount she 
requested* 



GUMP&HZ stated that he recalled that SMEDLEI was first 
assign^l to Hs^bin* He said he didn*t know what the eircusaas-bances were 
ccmceming her transfer la'ter to Shanghai# He said he believed that she 
discontinued her work for the Zeitung about 1931# mainly because of 
the difficulty involved in getting her dispatches translated* About the 
same time she beoame more Interested in Chinese affairs and less in¬ 
terested in Hindu affairs# 

Concerning SMEDLEI'S political sympa^thies^ GUMPERZ ridiculed 
the idea that she was at any time a Gonuminist or a Communist sympathizer, 
at least during the period when he was connected with her from 1928 until 
1931* Subsequent to that time, he said, he knows very little concerning 
her activities* 

He s-tated that during the period in which he knew her he, 
although still a Communist Party member, had already broken with the 
Communists in spirit# This of couree was not known to his Conimimist 
associates, who many times expressed their dislike for SMEDLEI and their 
concern over the fact that GUMPERZ was associating •with her* He stated 
that SMEDLEI differed with the C<mraunists in nearly every issue that 
came up during that time* In his words, SMEDLEI was anti-Ccaiin'tem and 
anti-Communist but not necessarily anti-Soviet* He said that it was 
impossible to think of SMEDLEI as a Comintern agent or an agent for 
anyone because of her ins-bability and her emotionali^# He said, that 
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©otoiniists during that period were constantly being warned to exercise 
caution in dealing with her* GtlMFEEZ said it may be true that she associated 
with some Hindu Cotsmunists or Hindus who were a^pathetic to the Soviet 
Union^ mainly because t]^ filndus were anxious to get support from whatever 
source they could get it* 


GUMPERZ stated that he had no information concerning 
SMEDI£I*S activities among Commanists in China. Since SMEDLEg*S 
return from China in 1940 or 1941, GtBJPERZ said, he has had a couple of 
letters from her but he said that he could recall nothing of interest 
in these letters. 


It is noted that SMEDLBI, accoiding to other informants, 
was believed to have been in Moscow during the winter of 1929 anl 1930* 
Vhen this was mentioned, GUMPERZ said that it was probably true. He 
said that he thinks that she went there at that time to see Hindu friends 
and recalled that he received letters from her dispatched frem Moscow. 


mriaVIEff with CONFIPEHTIill. INFORMANT 




iyj 


confidential Informant 


this subject on February 25, 1948 




was interviewed concerning 


The informant advised that SMEDLEI was known to .the 
informant quite well during the late 1920s and early 1930s. f 


then 


She said JULIAN GUMPERZ would have found it difficult to 
discuss AGNES SMEDLEI with agents. He had a love affair with her and 
subsequently, after they had broken up, SMEDLBT became quite vicious 
in her remarks concerning GDMPERZ. The affair between GUMPERZ and 
SMEDLEI began about 19^^* GUMPEEZ did actually do translations of her 
writings for books and newspapers and the informant said that GUMPEEZ* 
statements regarding SMEDLEY'S assignment to China for the Zeitung were 
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furnished the following xpS^vmieitton concerning SMI35LE!! and JUUAK GUMPERZSt y 
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correct 








- r 


MI 200 ^ 8^2 


tmdoabtedly GUMPKftZ bandied fiaancial transactions for her in this 
connection and infornant would axpect that he forwarded money to her in 
China under the circumstances* Informant said that QUMPERZ and SMEDL^y^ 
broke up early in the 1930 *s but she could not giwe a definite time# (jyjbi 


I I said she met SMEDLEI first about 1928 in Paris and 

GUMPji3lZ met her first at about the same time* Informant met her several 
times during the next few years and knew her quite well during that 
period# Informant stated that she met SMEDLEI in Moscow in 1931* it 
that time SMEDLEI was apparently upset and was very critical of the 
Cominteim# The informant did not know exactly idiat caused this but said 
she suspected that SMEDLEI was being prepared for an assignment in China 
for the Cosaintem. She stated SMEDLEI had a high opinion of her ability i 
as a writer and correspondent. She had evidently been told by the j 

Comintern that she was to do no writing or that "other work" was to come I 

ahead sf her writing# It is noted, however, that the informant only i| 

speculates in this connection. She had no specific information/V \fi , 


Relative to SMffiLEI'S activity for the Comintern, 
saidy "Of course), she was used#" The informant said she could rurnian , „ 
nothing specific in this connection but stated that certainly Comintern 
representatives and/or Soviet espionage services would use her for her J 37 D 
contacts and knowledge of the Far East* She said SMEDLEI might or might / 
not know what she was being used for and could not say to what extent^H^/Zi 
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LE40S 



NM lOIiK 


AT NEff YORK CITY 

Will ascertain the present activities and contacts of this 
subject* 

Will request Bureau authority to interview SMEDLET concerning 
her connections with Russian espionage activities in the 
orient. 


Copies of this report have been designated for the 
San Francisco and Albany Divisions in view of the Comintern aspect of 
SMEDLBI’S activities and because SMEDLEY has recently moved to Palisades, 
New York, from the territory of the Albany Division# 
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CONFIDKNTIAL lUFORMAOTS 


Corifidential Infomumts mentioned in this report of 
Special Agent THOMAS J. 1C ANDEIBIS, dated November 29, 1948, at 
New loric are as follows: 


Confidential Informant 


Confidential Infoxnann 
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who requested that her identity 
be preserved as confidential. 


/ 















SAC. Alteajr 


Ste«d)«r 13. 1948 


3^ Idgar Hoorer, UxmUx, federal »»•» of apiwil«lk«i»» 


SgMO SMd^. ^ : 

istonua fftMvitgr -# 
Biifil* 3S-4V80 


,,f,rn,T L ax* to rm* WM» *•»•* »«-*» •. »«• tto»»X*tli^ 

ni. pa^SSii. f -•*». 

xix totou2 
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Mr. -Nichols_ 

Mr. Rose n 
Mr. Trac y 

. 4 r, Ega n __ 

Mr. Qume a 

Mr, Harbo__^ 

Mr. Moh r _ 

Mr. Pennington_^ 
Mr. Quinn Tanaa^ 

Tele. Room__ 

Mr. Nease^_ 

Miss Gnn<to;«_^ 
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Office NLeMorandupi • united states government 



TO 
FROM. 


Direotort FBI 
J^|/^SAC, Albany 


Attn: MECHANICAL SECTION 


DATE; December 6« 1948 


SUBJECT; AGNES SMEDLEY, WAS., 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bureau file 61-6580) 


Enclosed is a film pack containing exposed film which, when developed 
will show a picture of AGNES SMEDLEY who was formerly a key figure in this office 
and who now resides in the territozy covered by the New York Office. 





It is requested that this film be developed and that the prints obtal^ 
be furnished to the Seeurily Division of the Bureau to be inoluded in the Bureau's 
files* 


PRB:RY 

End* 

100-9126 

oo New York 
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'>AG, N®w lork 
Oir^ctor, fBI 

AGUES 

msamt ^ e 

(x«r«att fli» 6a!<459C) 


Jj^aay IJ, i%9 


iJ^fwwnce ^* **^ fc«w«ri'?uffl of JamMU^ 

» photogrSS"5^,^SS» tm M, t» «,pi,, or 

tj« ab^i^ flold fJ wpmM to tho Bar%m hr 

TboSSsSa 

13, 1%|| ^ wixio# Hf »»r«M aeoittpendua (kt«| 

co^XifiL . ■ 


El^thhr 


. Tolson 

• E* A. Tamm 

. Cleg g — 

• SlavIn “ 

. Ladd “ ^—■ 

. W 1 Chois' 

I Rose n 

’ Trac y" ' '~ 

Lga n 
Gurne a 

Harbo -- 

Vohr --- 

fennlngton 

Ta^~* 


COMiVIUNieATl^S SEC i V 

r.A'Aii£D- *' 


„......v .. .;.»<, ..'y.iION 

U. U-PAfS i &ltNT OF JUSitCE 






STANDARD 




Office M.emorandum 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ; 

Director, FKL 

DATE: January 3, 1949 

/.^OU : 

SAC, Kew Yoiic 


SUBJECT: 

AOih.fS S.vimijiLiiiY ^ias . 

, 


Ih'iT'kU'iAL SAGUKITY - R 



(Bureau File 6I-65BO) 



Reference is made to Albany letter to iJureau Dated December 6, 194^ 
transmitting a film pack containing a picture of AffiiiS S.';ADLuiT. It is requested 
that i.hen this film pack is developed that tvra copies of photograph 

be transmitted to this office. 

The referenced Albany letter was captioned SfaHLICl was., 

IKTmh-il. SECURITY - C'». 
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Office 

M.emm’andum 

TO : 

/ 

Mr. L. li?hitson'; 

FROM : 

Mr. E. M. Gregg^^^^ 

SUBJECT; 

AGNES S1.1EDIEY, was 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Bureau file 61-6^80 

i- 

Letter #82, dated December 


DATE: January 


Mr. Clegg 


Ur. Glavln 
Ur. Ladd 


Ur. NichoTSII] 
Ur. Ro 89 n_ 
Ur. Tracy 


Ur. Carson 
Egaai 


Ur. Gurnea 
Ur. Harbo 


Ur. Hendo n 
Ur. Pennlngton_ 
Ur. Quinn TaEim_ 
Tele. Room 
Ur. Nease 


Miss Holmes_ 
Ulss Gandy 


a Dsmocratic Far Eastern Policy, ”a Communist front." According to this letter, 
during the course of this meeting "Agnes Smedley, who has for years been writing 
with fervid devotion about the Chinese Communists, made a speech praising them 
lyrically. She denounced Chiang-Kai-shek for his break with Moscow twenty-one 
yearsago." 


RECOiaffiNDATION! 


It is suggested that the above be made a part of the case file in this 
matter for possible future reference, (100r-3505l2-196) 
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Fsbruwjr I, 1949 

Direetor of IntoUigmoo 
Qonoral Staff 
Dopartaiant of tha Angr 
Tho P«it«g<m 
Waahlagton* D. C. 


COliFl^'TIAL 

Bi spsci^ M&smatA 


Attoniioni Colonal A. D. Moadi, Jr. 

Chiaff Soeorltj Qroup. 


AQNES'SMmJX^ HkS 
Caao) 

INTSBN/iL SSCURITX - R 





If, Tol0oa_ 

Mr. Cl iac 
Mr. Glavl n 

Ur. fdd . 

Mr, Nicfa^ B 

Mr. RoBon_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

MT. Ega n 

Mr* Gumaa_ 

Mr, HarDo_ 

Mr. Moti r " ~ 

Mr. Panningwn_ 
Ur, Qulim TtBBi 

Tale, Room_ 

Mr. Neaae_ 

Mlar. caand y 




Tharf ara tranamittad haraaith ta tha latalli^raaee OlrisioB 
of tha Anqr and tha Central Intalllganea A|anoF single eoplaa of tha 
foUoaing listed reports in this ittttart 

Rap«rt of Spaalal Agent_ 

dated Uareh 3, 1945# at New fork. New fork 

I-1 

Report of Spaolal Agent|_| 

dated Jana I9« I943> at Albany^ Haw fork 

Report of Spaolal Agent _ ^ 

dated August 20, 1945# at Washington, 0. C. 

Report of Spaolal Agent_| 

dated Saptanbar 26, 1945, at Nan York, Nan York 

R^>ort of Spaolal Agent I b7C _ 

dated Oetobar 5* 1945, at Alban^^^jl^ York U ^ y 

Report of Spaolal Agwit I _ / 

dated Novao^r 6, 194^ at New York, Nm York L j 

Report of Speolal Agent _ I 

dated January 5, 1946, atAlSaj^JJ^ Ynrk * p*. *"5" 

'MB "I 



Report of Spai^al Agent |_ 

dated 1946, at Boston, 

■'"j . »,L>V J* 

; RaMgt; Jof spaclial Agent I 
dated Saptoeibei! 16, 194< 

I >9 \ ^ 


feb a 


ichusatta 




aw York 

j. X 




Attention} Colonel Donald H. Galloway 
Assistant Director 


SnelMuras 
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import of Spooial Afwit I I 

doted Deo«d>er 1.9» I946» ot klhanjt Men Xork 

Mepwt of Speeiol Agent Thonoe J. HaAndremi 
doted Me e eo ii e r 29 * I 948 * ot Mew fort# Men fork 
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AGNES SMEDLEY, WAS, ESPIONAGE- R. RADIO STATION UOR, AT SEVE5l.'^#-^-HfS j 
DATE ANNOUNCED THAT U,S. ARMY HAD RELEASED THE STORY OF DR. RICHARD 




/^RGE 


IN ITS ENTIRETY. ARMY INDICATED THAT SUBJECT AND GUNTKE|/sTEIN HAD 


PARTICIPATED IN THE SORGE SPY RING BY INTRODUCING SORGE TO CONTAGI*'^ IN 


rJBv T»' 


ORIENT. SMEDLEY HAS REPORTEDLY ADVISED NEWSPAPERS THAT IF GE 


MC ARTHUR WILL WAIVE HIS IMMUNITY, SHE WILL INSTITUTE SUIT AGAINST HI! 


( ( 


FOR ASSOCIATING HER WITH SORGE. AS ADDITIONAL DETAILS BECOME AVAILABLE 
BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED. __ ; I / ^ ^ H 


COPIES DESTROYED • SCHEIDT 

BW AP«20 19M 

^gp;rrM|A i'i0 49 
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Hm OiTftetor 
D. >4. li*dd 

AONES SMEDLEY* wlA ftUftMS 


F«brtt»rx 11. 1^9 


^ 1 - 
//V , 


AttaclMd f»r ywax latemumtlMi t« • 9wmnmty 
nMm0r«ad«R Ml Aga** iMidUty. wilb allaMa. 


AttedMMai 


ec - Mr. NIcMds 
e« - Mr. FUrtduir 


EMOmpd 


j Original C 3 nnr«f be located ^ 
; and is not on record. VVlicn ? 

' is received In Files ^ 

' -misioif it (s iil be t^ied eitirer | 
j with luis coj-y Of may be given I 
I a new serial. | 

yr^/ff j 


ifr. ToImh 

£:§»!«= 

Ifr. Udd - 

Ifr. menSB- 

Ifr. RoMa 

ygme r- “• 

EKMi_ 

Mr* Qurni i 

Ift*. l^bo_ 

Er* Mohr 
Mr* P^nnliucto fa 
lfr« Qulm T« m 
Tild. Roo m 

M*. NetM_ 

Else OMdy_ 


‘^U ^ORMATIOM GONriUNED 

IS UHCIASSIHED . 
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februaiy ll.> 1949 


SBi »itb rillMtt 


Agne4;;;Srundln, ^ferie 
Allo^r^Mrd, ibrs^ fetroilcas 
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ir« Tolsoa 
Mr. Cle gg ~ 
Mr. oiaTl^ 
Mr, Ladd *" 
Mr. MletiolB 
Hr. Ro«en ' 

1ft*- Tracy_ 

Hr. Ggen 
Hr. Gumea 
Hr. Harbo ” 
Ifr. Mohr — 
Mr, PennlHg’ 
Mr. Qulxm T 
Tela. Room_ 
Nea86_ 
y Gandy 


A^n^efaae^^ bom heur'lilp^, ICUecnri on February 2Z, 
1892. In ^niurly^QliildBKXKl her family moved to the towi of Trinidad 
In the coal adning dlatrlot of Colorado. Ihereafter she spent mm year 
as a speeial etadant at the State Roraal Sch<x}l| l^pe^ Ariaona^ and on 
August 24# 1912 mrried IvnMt W. Brundln# a young enginasr# lihio subse* 
(^untly obtained a divoree from her on grounds of deaertiod. At the age 
of 20# Saedliqr weed to Oelifomia idtere she eas graduated from the State 
Normal S^wol at Santiago# thereafter teaching for three years at the 
atom sohool. During tibie period aha also served as a oorreepondent for 

hss, ^■1— jBiibBat* 


On Ady ?# 1917 a mtbar of individuals ware indieted in the 
United States Olstriet Gcsirt# San Franoisoo# California# in the so-called 
"Hindu Conaplra^ Case" ehleh involved metabem of the Indian Nationalist 
Party in this eountiy eho sere actively attsopting to fOMnt a revolution 
in Zttdla. Sosdley ai^More to have aetively |«rticlpated in this movewnt 
and in that yaar moved to New fork where she beoaa» Aesooiate Secretary of 
the International Forum Aooodation. In New Xork tdio wrote a book# "The 
loolation of Japan in Nprld Politics#" puldlliduMl by the Oe PawjMlis Press# 
45 Cmenwitdi Avinme# New fork City# lAilefa was trabeequently seieed by Agents 
(oi ths UidLtwl States Asogr Intelligence. 

On March 18# 1918 Agnes ^ledley and Sailwdra Nath ^ose were 
arrested in New Tom City# a matter which was id.dely psdtlioiaed In the 
American press. The Hareh 19# 1918 issue of the "Nem Terlc Tiaes" carried 
an article eaj^ioned "American Girl Held as Indian Plotter." This 
article repcurted thatt 

"Importwt evidmee bearing on a plot to causa uprisings 
in India against British rule has cow into Uie possession 
of the Govemmsnt as a result of the arrest yesterday of 
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iMiiiMiiii ci»i^ oiojr 4» m 

diviKWiiii^ 19 A riOTilti 9t ^I^i9 imfini^ tHfifliyi 

Ji0k9 Sa AsSji iKri^ iktlf Alto ddltAlMNI IdHi JMI liOA 
lt«lilqr« ^ Hi^ndtff BolthovioA Wb0§0m 

mmm fwiMiiJyif .IM^ tA £l9 ll9 ^ Ml.aw iiMiafc tm IfpiMii^ 

f ar ^H ^ %9 199 Mr9 jft fl yf rtii 9|i1fc foi% Ite. $« 

ia iftriiltlif ii9i ti imii^ IB.999t 9iii i^yuMi id9& 

|lii|l«i.|ll.1llM 9. 8« «0tUMi Bitll^ tOVtNlfldpa 


MooHiiii Ip HBA.:jii||iU# Um dofmAtato Iwti 1ltim^jp|pi»ititijr>c ilMM^ir«t 
to <T1fitoiMi%t> finPljliiAlyiMkfw of tiui tetiABAlIjrii' Hpi# idT - I^idit* idtio^ mt 
A fiituiloA «f ^ initiBm Att«. x% mmiaoa tfiit: *nfl|itr ^ 

lOFTlitiid ll M aplMlIiiyil-lilXlM IttilllMn lllA J|iliiKl 9 jM iilk« 

.. Bo «t ladyMtMBxi not voNpmMI. tjilftH Agom kmSkt^ 

tod 90lmlm mil liiii i« awOOm BUrt^Pl ip IhpIe f«r 
of Sooiip $f i if tfao apitoigo ap iBd Soiiiii ^ of iiw OoitP 
.Ooliaim |»Pip P ofOBli: if o :<oftiji iooapr ood alil£« 

tsH mlmf>wStm~ MOB COmBB* WKmmUfB^ Mi .MmMMMINI OBriOilO .OB' M# 7# «>7*B tfiNI 
Po lidipBtni-iiftfBui^ iNilli Pfoiiiilifilii OM itoliUMMI M Pfliwinifr 16* 3,91$« 


' St Iliii. -iPIptii mid m 2« iBif^ HOBI P Ommaart pooofd^ 
lag liMifttlily W BiMli Mo Mnplwod fp't PjhmmBImi* tiidp iMor* 
Bio Mm toiPxMd P itPM Mori M* . .gopoi oHy- SM Wiiif Mt iimo« 

Allio apd*" St illfyUi* ShmUP tooli M .oiiiiPi fiP M Mo 7»*dl[y^ 
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' ^ In W^Mt^m iiS^ mA imm Qi i ptyi # m tmttmm 
INb ia MiHi m m fiwwmiit yt ij ii iiwttH * mi$mm, iIm new 
<lilBi iwfcl' praMnOjr vuiMBa t» Wm 1M miy aoA Iim 

biCA iiit i»f| i i i < tor itoNiii Ai«Bbt* Hllifneh 
«e«pQiAtvtf thtoptoTi itofling SuimitSF la lltola ia 3M«. 

fTtitlag bbil toi iHbiBiiiitolly toaaii|l&4Mi iaio giii i irt a totoil iMito had 
viittoMi* la aadd ttoto toi hud baan iaat nwuBt a l la tatftng ot 

Ud» baale iwilHiiiiad la ^ Qmimm payar nMlefla^ mA 

a a a agal ^ ■pjpaiitttaawt ay a (mtmpoaiimA Jar %km% la fihlaa* 

'nHaaifliry aampilai la Ma aaa alaMaMolat emiMira aarvad aa taaHay ^a 
HaaiMlal. aiaal la O a wiyy t towiiito har aeaay la I t al l n toil tmudiiig 
iaaia har raaewial* ( Ibiiai Wk la aal laaa^aliaMto Itoal W 

.ha«a Ihaa lalai aa ladaraadlii^ pafaaalar Ihr ^ tohrlal 

Omtmm tHimiMl tha poaalMIlly lhai toto a Cmmoiat 

daiiag Uw iMKlUd ha aaa a aan aatad idth hyp Jraa DMUheagh adk 

ailUM toaH alM aaa pfahally la ifeaoaa darlai lha totolar af X929^X Caa 
il a lia a d ly alhar aaaraaa^f aal aay hata aaaaalalad altoi Hindu Cfaaniwtala» 
Chaipin aialad hhal aai layaaalhla la ItoMdc atf har aa «b ayairik aJ lha 
flMiiiitaf& haaiBBa 9i h ar liaiitabllltr ina aaaMaaaliaaft 8a aidyi thal 
ita a H iy had difJ«NNl atlh lha Oaaaanlaha la naarly aaaiy laaaa «id that 
Umi . fTa a totnl a l a Cat ildto) im mm adaltlaily ana) aara aawlanlly b«lng 
aamad W anM^alaa aaallaB In daallnc toLth har* t \ 
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ACTIVITIES IN SUSSIA. AMD CHINA - 1928 * 19^1 



Tbtt S«ptaiab«r i|.9> 15^2, Issue of the "China Hevievy" 

left-wing newspapier published in Shangl’iai, 'carried an editorial entitled 
"Agnes 3aedley and the Shanghai Die-Hards." This editorial coHimented on 
'Um fact that Agnes Saiedley and Uadame Sun Iat-5m had transmitted to 
local neeepapers and the Chinese authorities, letters appealing for 
cleaency for Paul and Gertrude Noulens (convicted Soviet agwits in 
China). The editorial branded aa false allegations tliat Saedley eas 
a Comraunist, a<Ming they v^re glad to do so "bf^ause •Review* has 
at tines been subjected to similar usdertianded attacks." 


bl 



Ctti January 7*/ ISO? the "New Yoiic Sun" carried an article entitled, 
"U. S« Woman Aids Chinese ]|eds" and (xi January 8 , 19'37» there appeared in 
the "Kew Yor^ Daily a lalailar Associated Press dispatch captioned 
*'U* S« Wonan Teach%frljiM ytt '^(fe»golt in China." T>iis latter article reported 
that* 1 


"A quarter of a million army men were reported today to 
have joiitod iin a jnov«n«it to croatf! a great Communist state 
in Northwest china with an American woman playing a spectacular 
role in the uprising." 




5 







Tha artlole eontlimad by atating that Agnes Saedley, fomer 
Colorado school taacher and long associated aitb the radical moverawats in 
Asia, was described conducting radio propaga*^ to unite large dis¬ 
affected military unit* uaJer the Red faster in defiance of the Nanking 
Goverrm^t. 


"In the forefrcnt of the new campaign, said reliable sources, 
is Miss Snedlay* Every few hours she has been broadcasting 
in English appeals for the Red uprising against Nanking.'■ 

The January, 19Mi, issue of "Current Biograidiy'* indicated that 
fran 19^0 to 19iil Agnes ^Badley worked as a publicist andiSald worker for 
tiie Chinese Red Cross Medical Corps and late in December, 19Ul, returned 
to the United States to recuperate fr<»i several attacks of malaria and 
other illnessea. ca (61-5380-9, p* 13) 


However, according to a news item appearing in the December 19, 
19iiJb, is5ue of the "i^dMuiactady Gaaette," which reported a lecture by Agnes 
Smediey at a local war relief driwe for Christmas gifts for Russian 
children, it was Indicated that from China had gone to Russia to 
convalesce at a writer*8 health center* Saedley was reported as describ¬ 
ing these resorts for workers and the Red Army as being maintained in 
former Czarlst spas and playgrounds to wtileh the best in Russian musical 
and dramatic companies cane regularly. c.\ (61-9380^9 P* U3) 

RE CENT ACTIVirrFS IN THE WIITED STATES^ 19k2 - 19U9 

Agnes Smsdley is presently residing at Sned^is Landing, Dallsades, 
Rockland County, New York. 11 (61-6580-39) 

Since her retum to the United states, she has continued to 
champion the cause of the Chinese Communists, frequently lectuilng and 
appearing on the radio in carrying out her primary aim at "enlightening 
America on the plight of the Chinese." ( , 


In November, 19b3, she appeared on the radio program "Author 
Meets Critic," ax. vhich time she mfJiaslzed the fact that the United 
States and Great Britain are largely responsible for the badcwai’d con¬ 
ditions in ciiina today because of their imperialistic foreign policies.c . 

(61-6580-9, p. 13) 


In l^Ui, she took an active part in the campaign activities of the 
National Citisms Political jetton C/Ommittee. (61-6580-9, pgs. 29, 31)i[ 
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an rept«mber 2, Agn«B Sredley appeared on a radio program 

in New York City sponsored by the Chicago Round Table of Air. Tbroagh— 
out this program she vehonontly uphold Russia*s intentiona in the Far Fast, 
and as evidence of Suaeia^s good int«ations cited the Enoso^Cliinese treaty 
in which Russia agreed not to meddle in ttw affairs of China* 

(6l-6580-lli, p. 2) 


She lias made numerous other api^earances in 'varioas cities in 
tliis csimntiy. 



Xofomatl^ has been received Ir&& a zmiable infoxnant to the 
effect that ignes Smodley la always armed with a levolrer of heavy caliber* m 

( 61 - 6580 - 20 ) 










PUBLISHED 3C0KS AI© iffiTICLES 


Agnes Eaedlejr iaas 'oesa a prolific producer of bocks and articles, 
all of whicii appear to follow tie Soviet line: ■ f 

"Das Wort " (The ¥ord) 

The March, 1939 issue of "Das Wort," German language mcnthlj 
published in Moscow by the Soviet State Printing Office contained excerpts 
from Agnes aaedley's war diary, praising the Chinese Sth Communist Aimiy, 
Confidential Infonnant Eobert M, stated that this was an official Comintern 
publicatio fi and that its contributors must be Coamunlats. (5l- 6580-9 p. 7) 

(Inforaant i liacontinxjed and unreliable) l.) 

"Internationale Llteratur" 


Confidential Informant _ advised that the 1933“56 issue of 

the "Internationale Literatur" which he described as a German language Comintern 
magazine contributors to which must be Commu nlata, contained an aartlcle by 
Agnes Smedley. ( 6 I- 658 O -9 p. 7) (Inf^uraant 
■ktlscontlnued and uxnreliable) »{ 

"Daughter of Earth" - 1929 


The revised edition of this book, published in 1935^ contained a 
foreword by Malcolm Cowley in which he stated that the book la the story of 
the author, Agnes Saedlay, and that to him "the underlying theme is the educa¬ 
tion of a revolutionist." (6I-65SO-9 p. 1^) 

"CMneae Deatlnlee" - 1935 


This book was written by Agnes Smedley and published in 1933 ay the 
Tanguard Press, Hew York City. ( 6 I- 6580-9 p. 11) ■; 

/ 

"China’s Pad Army Marches" - 195^ 


In a preface to this book, Scbert M, Lovett outlined the career of 
Agnes Easdlay, dwelling on the alleged persecution of her by the British 
aut horities, and stating that "it i3<berd to, resist the conclusicn that the 




ilr»r. ■’‘ajicii_ 

j.OOhl_ 






"SoTlet proTincea in China ara the best governed.and an7 coa^etfent 

observer of the world situation will agree that the best hope for peace in 
the Tar East is that China and Japan should both go Coaraunist ." 

(61-6580-9 p. 16) 


A review of "China's Bed Arojr Marches" by T. A. Bisson apijeared in 
the Septeiiber 12, 1934 lasiie of the "nation," the author stating that, "In 
•China's Bed Arny Marches,' Agnes Snsdley records ..... the fonaative years 
in one of the great creative ajovenenta of our era, the building of the Chinese 
Soviet Sepublic." (6I-658O-9 P- 17) 

"Bed flood Over China" - 1934 


This book was published by the Moscow Cooperative Public Scciety 
of foreign Vorkere in the USSR and is a republication of "China's Bed Arnij 
Marches." (6I-658O-9 p. 11) a 

"China fights Back" - I936 


In an introduction to this book, Anna Louise Strong, well-known Soviet 
propagandist, wrote that "working for Madane Sun Yat Sen for civil liberties in 
China, for the rights of workers, of famers, of Comunlsts, she (Agnes Smedley) 
becase for many years alaost the one foreigner In Shanghai to whose doors came 
the Inside tales of the Chinese Soviet Districts. ..." 

The July I6, 1938 issue of "Saturday Review" contained a review of 
"China fights Back" in which David H. Popper stated that since 1929 Miss Smedley 
had interpreted Chinese Conaunism to the world. He continued that * ... in her 

mind.final victory Bust and will be delayed until China la freed from the 

grip of entrenched wealth and privelege - until the reforms demanded by the Cobl- 
xunlsta are consuBBSated." There also appeared ^ of Smedley in the 

unlfopm of the Chinee© Bed Army. \ 

"Battle Hymn of China " - 1943 

The "Battle Hymn of China" was written by Agnes Smedley and published 
. A. ahopf in New York City. It contained no foreword or preface. , 

(61-6580-9 ?. 12) 
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In addition, Smedlay has recentI7 vritten a nvsiber of articles for 
publication in nevepapers and oagazinee in thie country. ., 

CONTACTS AND ASSOCIATES 


Proanlnent Tilipino Cosnunist vho is reported to hare died in a. 
Japanese concentration eajqp in the Phlllipine Islands during the period of 
Japanese occupation. ( 6 l- 6580 - 9 'T>. 27 ) 


Famer editor of "The China Forua,* Coxaunist paper published in 

h 7 

Shanghai, vho is reported to have broken vlth the CoBBunis t Party to become a 
!nrot8kyist and to hare suspended publication of his paper. Smedley is reported 
to hare been in contact vith him in 193^# prior to his break. (6I-6580-9 


Chinese CooBunist delegate to the San Francisco Conference vho, vhile 
in this country, is knovn to hare contacted indiriduals iiqplicated in Soviet 
Intelligence aetivitiee. (61-6580-I6) | 


Executive Secretary for the China Aid Council, Aserican Comaittee for 
Chinese War Orphans, Nev York City. (6I-6580-9 p. JOV, 

BaTBond Boblns 


Wealthy retired tJ. S. Army officer vho eoBwanded the American Bed 
Cross Mission in Buss la in I917-I9I8. Be has since travelled extensively in 
the Soviet Chion and in his correspondence vlth Smedley lias expressed great 
admiration for Lenin, Stalin, and Trotsky, *the leaders of the supreme economic 
revolution of all tiae, ” vlth all of vhom he chimed past personal contact. 

yr^l-j5B0-l6 p. 6) u 





Left-Wing writer and radio ooimBentator who, according to an infor- 
siant, stated that considered jAgnea &iiedle 7 the most violent revolutionary 
he has ever known. 

311a Vinter 

Well-known pro-Sovlet writer and wife of Donald Ogden Stewart. 
Following her return f^oa Bussla In 19^^^ she wrote to Agnea Smedlej that she 
“could not find out anything whatever about your husband In Hoscow." (Hote - 
This Is the only Indication that Smedley any have such a husband.) ^ 

SqPFORT OF PBO-SonST iun? COmClIIST iboht obodps 

China Aid Council 

A highly confidential source advised that on February 16, 19^^« Agnes 
Saedley paid $13>00 to the Chljoa Aid Council.. ( 6 I- 638 O-I 6 p. U) 

Citizens Iftilted to Abolish the Wood-Bankln Coiaalttee 

The naae of Agnes Saedley appeared on a list of “Just a few of the 
outstanding Aaerlcans who are sponsoring the fight" in an advertlseaent In the 
“Hew York Tiass" on March Ih, 19^6, spon8(n:*ed by the “Citizens Dhlted to Abolish 
the Wood-Bankln Coaalttee." ( 6 l- 6580-29 p- 3) d 


Conalttee for a Deaocratlc Far Bastem Policy 


Qa April 3 j 19 ^^ Agnes Saedley sat on the sponsor's dias at a dinner 
held In Rev York under the sponsorship of the Coamittee for a Deaocratlc Far 
Eastern Policy. ($1-6580-29 p. 2) 







9 <1 a. 9 


b2 



* — 

Althoiigh Agnee SwBdley h&B consistently publicly denied membership 


In the CcigmuQlst ?erty^ she has been an outstanding chan^ion of the Communist 
lino. 


In a biographical sketch of Agnes Smedley published in 19^2 in the 
"Tventleth Century Authors,* it van stated that '*she has long since changed 
her beliefs from Socialism to Comaninlsm and since JL9.29 has interpreted Chinese 
Communism to the vorld.* 



On May 10, 19^?, Whittaker Chambers adrised that "there is absolutely 
no question about” her being a Communist. 2e stated that OTerybody vas acquainted] 
vith the fact and that if not a member of the Communist Party it vas because the 
officials belloyed her more Tsluabls if her Communist Party affiliations xrere 
not established, 


DlSmiBUTION 


Olrlsian of Beoords 


Coplee of roparts in this matter vero forvarded to 
Bacords on March IH, 19h7, (8 reports), February 10, 19l»8 (1 
19 W (1 report.) /C. 4 . ) • 


the Division of 
Import), and May 1, 


Copies of all repo rts submitted in this matter were forwarded to the 
Ion January 10, 19^9 


Intelligence Division of the Army 

Copies of all jreports submitted in this matter were forwarded to the 
Intelligence Division of the Army on January 10, 19^9.. ^ 









Attorney c^n«ra2 
Ptrectdfy I'BI^. 
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■ ■' — » Tokyo Spy Report 

The report on the activities of a pre- 
Pearl Harbor Soviet spy ring in Japan 
proves beyond any possibility of doubt that 
the Army had better stay out the busi¬ 
ness of exposing spies. 


It does not prove much more than that. 

Certainly it does not even begin to prove 
the accusation that Miss Agnes Smedley, 
who has written several books on China, 
has been '‘exposed for what she is, a spy 
and agent of the Soviet government.” 

The report makes this charge without 
the slightest qualification. There is noth¬ 
ing to Indicate that either the author of 
the report or the anonymous Army au¬ 
thority responsible for its publication made 
the slightest effort to locate Miss Smedley 
and get her side of the story. On the 
contrary, the report even goes so far as 
to insinuate that Miss Smedley has been 
a fugitive, though she has been living 
quite openly in her home at Palisades, 
New Jersey. .. 

Miss Smedley’s attorney, O. Johrv^gge, 
cannot be accused of overstatement when 
he says the Army’s indictment of his client 
^ “outrageous.” For it is precisely that. - 
I Although cognizant of her emphatic del- 
iiial, The Star has no way of knowirA i 
Ivhether Miss Smedley is or ever has be^j 
an agent of the Soviet Union, or of any ! 
other foreign government. And, actually, | 
the fact as to this is beside the point. For ; 
the real point has to do with the basis, or 
rather the lack of basis, for the Army’s 
accusation against her. 
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The spy expose is premised on state¬ 
ments allegedly made by members of the 
alleged spy ring after they had been caught 
by the Japanese authorities. There is no 
way of knowing the extent to which these 
statements should be believed or rejected. 
But at best they are the statements of 
Soviet spies, certainly not very trustworthy 
witnesses. And the most that can be 
wrung from this evidence is that there 
may be some reason to believe that Miss 
Smedley, at that time, was working for 
the Russians against the Japanese. Yet 
the Army, without offering a particle cd 
|proof and apparently without trying to gJb 
pny, indicts her in 1949 as being a spy am 
lagent of the Soviet government. If th|t 
^is not outrageous, then nothing is. 
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